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E  that  goeth  about  to  perfuade  a 
multitude,  that  they  are  not  fo 
well  governed  as  they  ought  to 
be  (fays  the  learned  and  judicious  Hooker ) 
fhall  never  want  attentive  and  favourable 
hearers;  becaufe  fucli  as  openly  reprove 
fuppofed  diforders  of  ftate,  are  taken  for 
principal  friends  to  the  common  benefit 
of  all,  and  for  men  that  carry  Angular 
freedom  of  mind.  Under  this  fair  and 
plaufible  colour,  whatfoever  they  utter 
paffeth  for  good  and  current.  That  which 

B  wanteth 


[  *  ] 

“  wanteth  in  the  weight  of  their  fpeech  is 
*c  fupplied  by  the  aptnefs  of  mens  minds  to 
cc  accept  and  believe  it.  Whereas,  on  the 
“  other  fide,  if  we  maintain  things  that 
“  are  eftablifhed,  we  have  to  ftrive  with 
cc  a  number  of  heavy  prejudices,  deeply 
“  rooted  in  the  hearts  of  men,  who  think 
“  that  herein  we  ferve  the  time,  and  fpeak 
cc  in  favour  of  the  prefent  ftate,  becaufe 
“  thereby  we  either  hold  or  feek  prefer- 
ment.”  Hence  it  is  that  the  grofleft  ab- 
furdities  pafs  for  irrefragable  arguments  in 
the  mouth  of  a  popular  declaimer,  whilft 
the  cleared:  deductions  of  reafon,  on  the  fide 
of  authority,  are  termed  delufive  fophiftry, 
and  the  artful  chicane  of  a  courtier.  Hence 
it  is  alfo  that  fo  few  men  of  talents  are 
willing  to  hazard  their  reputation  on  the 
fuccefs  of  their  arguments  in  defence  of  go¬ 
vernment,  or  to  become  volunteers  in  the 
caufe  of  truth,  whiift  calumny  and  falfhood 
are  propagated  amongft  the  people  againft 
their  rulers  without  contradiction,  and  even 
fometimes  with  the  indolent  acquielcence  of 
men  of  enlightened  underftandings  and  can¬ 
did  hearts.  Yet  barely  the  talk  of  averting 
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the  rights  of  government,  maintaining  the 
authority  of  the  fupreme  power  over  the 
whole  community,  of  calling  back  the  mif- 
guided  multitude  from  factious  combinations, 
and  perfuading  them  to  unite  in  promoting 
the  public  happinefs,  by  yielding  a  chearful 
obedience  to  the  laws,  and  cherifhing  a 
zealous  attachment  to  our  excellent  conftitu- 
tion,  ought  not  to  be  left  to  the  panegyrifts 
of  minifters,  to  thofe  only  who  cc  hold  or 
“  feek  preferment.”  Is  it  the  duty  of  the 
hirelings  of  an  adminiflration  only,  to  inform 
the  people  of  the  extent  of  their  rights, 
and  to  exhort  them  to  their  duty  ?  To  ex- 
pofe  the  malevolent  defigns,  and  detedl  the 
artifices  of  their  feducers?  To  point  out  to 
them  the  dangers  which  befet  them,  and  the 
fatal  confequences  which  hang  over  them  ? 
To  fhew  to  them  the  hazard  they  run  of 
lofing  their  fubftantial  liberty,  by  purfuing 
the  ignus  fatuiis  which  they  have  been  de¬ 
luded  to  follow  ?  Shall  we  fee  our  fellow- 
fhbjcdls  in  the  Colonies  intoxicated  with  a 
fond  conceit  of  their  own  importance,  and 
charmed  by  the  flattering  whifpers  of  in¬ 
dependency,  forfaking  the  guide  of  their 
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yuiiLw,  the  fate  flay  of  all  their  liberties.,  and 
tne  piotecLor  of  all  their  rights  and  polfef- 
hons,  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
*  throwing  themfelves  into  the  arms  of  pre- 
logativ  e,  and  putting  all  their  confidence  in 
the  good  pleafure  of  the  crown  ?  Is  the 
Bntidi  empire  to  be  buffered  to  be  rent  in 
pieces,  and  each  member  of  it  expofed  to 
become  a  prey  to  its  powerful  neighbour, 
from  a  vain  imagination  that  there  is  no  fu- 
preme  power  in  the  date,  which  has  au¬ 
thority  to  command  the  drength,  the  riches, 
and  the  fwords  of  all  the  fubjefts  of 
the  realm,  to  defend  every  part  of  its 
dominions,  and  to  protect  the  rights  and 
pofleffions  of  every  individual  who  lives  un¬ 
der  it  ?  Are  we  to  fold  our  hands,  and  fub- 
mit  ourfelves  to  the  preffure  of  thefe  cala¬ 
mities,  became  the  followers  of  a  minider 
do  not  think  the  caufe  of  their  patron  con¬ 
cerned,  or  his  liability  endangered,  or  be- 
caufe  the  drafts  of  calumny  and  detraction 
are  ready  to  be  launched  again  ft  whoever  is 
hardy  enough  to  endeavour  to  flop  the  niaci- 
nefs  of  the  people  ?  A  ? 

Fa^ 
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Far  be  it  from  me  to  wifi  to  be  thou  slit 

O 

infenfible  to  the  good  or  ill  opinion  of  my 
countrymen  :  but  as  I  confider  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  promote  their  welfare  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  my  poor  ability,  I  will  Jhew  them 
my  opinion ,  whether  they  may  reward  or 

cenfure  me  for  my  endeavours. - On 

this  principle,  and  a&uated  by  thefe  mo¬ 
tives,  it  is,  that,  unawed  by  the  terrors 
which  rife  before  me,  I  adventure  upon  my 
prefent  undertaking  ;  and  I  let  down  to 
review  the  American  controverfv,  with  the 
iingle,  and  I  hope  honeft,  purpofe  of  bring¬ 
ing  back  my  fellow-fubjedts  in  the  Colonies 
to  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  duty  to  the  fupreme 
legiflative  power,  by  expofing  to  them  the 
fallacies  by  which  they  have  been  deluded, 
and  exploring  the  dangers  which  the  paths 
wherein  they  are  now  bewildered  muff  un¬ 
avoidably  lead  them  into. 

The  feveral  pleas  which  have  been  urged 
by  thofe  who- have  diftinguiflied  themfeives 
in  this  controverly,  on  behalf  of  the  Colo- 

B  3  nies, 
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nies,  may  be  comprehended  under  thefe 
general  heads : 


two 


_  t^t'e  °f  the  inhabitants  in  the  Colo¬ 
nies  to  all  the  rights,  liberties,  and  privi¬ 
leges  of  Englishmen  ; - and  their  claim  to 

exemption  from  the  jurifdidion  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

It  fliould  feem  to  be  of  the  utmoft  im¬ 
portance  to  the  Colonies,  that  the  former 
plea  was  eftablilhed  before  they  adduced  any 
proofs  in  fupport  of  the  latter ;  for,  thould 
they  fail  in  the  one,  nothing  could  be  more 
fatal  to  their  freedom,  and  confequently  to 

their  pxolpeiity,  than  their  fucceeding  in  the 
other. 

If  they  fhould  unhappily  be  able  to  de, 
monftrate,  that  the  Colonies  are  no  part  of 
the  Bridfh  hate;  that  they  are  the  king’s 
comain,  and  not  annexed  to  the  realm; 
that  the  inhabitants  are  not  Britilh  fubjeds* 
nor  within  the  jurifdidion  of  parliament; 
they  can  have  no  title  to  fuch  privileges  and 
immunities  as  the  people  of  England  derive 

under 
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under  adls  of  parliament,  nor  to  any  other 
of  thofe  rights  which  are  peculiar  to  Britifh 
fubjedts  within  the  realm.  What  would 
then  be  their  fituation  it  behoves  them  well 
to  confider;  and  before  they  rejedt  the  au¬ 
thority  of  parliament,  they  ought  ferioufly 
and  difpafiionately  to  weigh  the  confe- 
quences,  and  be  very  well  allured,  that  whilft 
they  are  labouring  to  free  themfelves  from 
the  prefent  inconveniencies,  which  the  jurif- 
didtion  of  parliament  fubjedts  them  to,  they 
do  not,  by  avoiding  them,  run  into  difficul¬ 
ties  much  more  embarrafling,  and  expofe 
themfelves  to  hardships  much  more  into¬ 
lerable.  They  ought  to  refledt,  that  what¬ 
ever  may  be  their  condition,  they  cannot  ap¬ 
ply  to  parliament  to  better  it.  If  they  rejedt 
the  jurifdidtion  of  parliament,  they  muff  not 
in  any  cafe  fue  for  its  interpofition  in  their 
behalf.  Whatever  grievances  they  may  have 
to  complain  of,  they  muff  feek  redrefs  from 
the  grace  of  the  crown  alone  5  for,  fhould 
they  petition  parliament  to  do  them  right, 
they  themfelves  have  authorized  the  crown 
to  tell  parliament,  as  the  fecretary  of  ftate 

£0  James  the  Firft  did  the  houfe  of  commons, 

B  4  “  Ame- 
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America  is  not  annexed  to  the  realm,  nor 
wif.Inn  the  jurifdidion  of  parliament,  you 
“  have  therefore  no  right  to  interfere.” 

Such  being  the  cafe,  we  are  therefore  to 
exped  to  find  the  ftrongeft  efforts  of  the 
colony  advocates  direded  to  this  point 
We  may  indeed  look  for  the  cleared:  evi- 
ucnce,  the  molt  convincing  arguments, 
and  even  demonftrative  proofs  of  their  right 
to  tncfe  privileges,  independent  of  ads  of 
paiiiament,  fince  we  fee  them  fo  eager  to 
preclude  paiiiament  from  the  power  of  con¬ 
veying  to  them  any  privilege  whatever. 

Let  us  then  fee  on  what  they  found  their 
title  * 

_  *  t 

In  May  1765,  the  houfe  of  burgelfes  in 
Virginia  refolved,  “  That  the firft  adventurers 

“  and 


^  10  lice  tiie  text  from  the  embarraffment  of  long 
quotations,  and  to  prevent  the  reader’s  attention  from 
oeing  carried  off  to  other  objefts,  I  have  here  inferted 
only  fuch  of  tne  feveral  affemblies  refolutions  as  have 
1  elation  to  the  iubjeft  of  the  prefent  enquiry.  Butin 
jtidice  to  the  affemblies,  I  have  given  entire  copies  of 
their  refolutions  in  the  appendix. 
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“  and  fettlers  of  this  his  majefty’s  colony 
«  and  dominion  of  Virginia,  brought  with 
«  them  and  tranfmitted  to  their  pofterity,  and 
«  all  other  his  majefty’s  fubje&s  fince  inha- 
“  biting  in  this  his  majefty’s  faid  colony, 
«  all  the  liberties,  privileges,  franchifes, 
<c  and  immunities,  that  have  at  any  time 
“  been  held  and  enjoyed,  and  poffeffed  by 
«  the  people  of  Great-Britain.” 

This  refolution  is  adopted  by  the  affemhly 
of  Maryland,  and  repeated  in  the  very  fame 
words :  and  as  the  affembly  ot  Virginia 
has  been  faid  to  have  hung  out  the  ftandard 
for  American  liberty,  and  the  other  Colonies 
have  little  more  merit  than  that  of  following 
their  leader,  I  muft  confefs  I  expetfted  to 
have  found  a  much  clearer  proof  of  the  truth 
of  the  proportion  contained  in  their  refolu¬ 
tion  than  I  am  able  to  collerft  from  the 
terms  in  which  it  is  exprefled.  They  tell 
us  indeed  “  That  the  firjl  adventurers  in 
“  the  reign  of  Tames  the  Fir  ft,  brought 

O  J 

<c  with  them,  and  tranfmitted  to  their 

"  pojlerily ,  &c.  all  the  liberties,  privileges, 

“  franchifes,  and  immunities,  that  the  people 

“  of 
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of  Gieat-Bntain  have  at  any  time  (lince 
“  as  we]1  as  before)  enjoyed  and  poffeffed  ” 
But  in  what  fort  of  menjlruum ,  nucleous , 
or  embryo ,  it  was  that  they  carried  with 
tnem  to  Virginia,  in  the  reign  of  James  the 
Firft,  the  habeas  corpus  ad,  which  the  people 
of  England  did  not  enjoy  or  poffefs  till  the 
reign  or  Charles  the  Second ;  or  the  bill  of 
rights,  which  they  did  not  enjoy  till  the 
reign  of  William  and  Mary;  the  ads  for 
altering  the  fucceffion  and  the  limitation  of 
the  crown,  and  many  others  palfed  in  that 
and  the  fubiequent  reigns;  as  they  have  not 
condefcended  to  inform  their  friends  in 
England,  fo  they  can  only  exped  us  to  ad¬ 
mire  their  profound  logical  fldll,  and  muft 
content  themfelves  with  the  more  rational 
applaufe  of  their  countrymen,  who  they  may 
have  more  fully  intruded. 

The  aflembly  of  Pennlylvanja,  by  their 
refolutions  in  the  fame  year,  declare,  “  That 
“  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  are  intitled 
“  to  ah  the  liberties,  rights,  and  privileges 
ec  of  his  majefly’s  fubjeds  in  Great-Britain, 

“  or  eljewhere ;  and  that  the  conftitution  of 

‘c  govern- 
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<c  government  in  this  province  is  founded  on 
c£  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  the 
<c  noble  principles  of  Englilh  liberty,  and 

therefore  is  or  ought  to  be  perfectly  free? 

•» 

This  refolution  aflerts  in  like  manner,  as 
do  the  refolutions  of  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
that  the  people  of  that  colony  are  intitled  to 
all  the  rights  of  Britifh  fubjedts ;  but  it  does 
not  pretend  that  the firft  fettlers  carried  them 
there:  neither  does  it  found  their  claim  to 
them  upon  the  royal  charter  to  the  proprietor, 
or  upon  the  laws  of  Great-Britain,  but  upon 
the  cc  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  the 
V  noble  principles  of  Englifh  liberty 

That  the  natural  rights  of  mankind  fhould 
give  any  people  a  right  to  all  the  liberties  and 
privileges  of  Englifhmen,  is,  I  believe,  a 
dodtrine  unknown  to  all  civilians,  except  the 
affemblyof  Pennfylvania.  It  is  indeed  a  mod: 
benevolent  dodtrine;  for  if  it  be  eftablidied, 
it  will  render  the  bledings  which  Britifh  fub- 
jedts  enjoy  under  their  excellent  conftitution 
univerfal  to  all  people,  at  lead:  to  all  thole 
who  live  under  any  conditution  of  govern¬ 
ment 
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ment  which  is  founded  upon  the  natural  rights 
of  mankind,  in  whatever  part  of  the  world 
they  may  inhabit,  or  whoever  may  be  their 
fovereign.  The  native  Indians  in  North 
America,  the  Hottentots  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  Tartars,  Arabs,  Caffes,  and  Green¬ 
landers,  will  all  have  an  equal  title  to  the 
libei ties  and  rights  of  Englifhmen,  with  the 
people  of  Pennfylvania ;  for  all  their  confti- 
tutions  of  government  are  founded  on  the 
natural  rights  of  mankind. 

The  noble  principle  of  Englijh  liberty  is, 
however,  another  and  more  peculiar  founda¬ 
tion  foi  tne  conftitution  of  the  government 
in  Pennfylvania;  but  where  to  find  thefe 
noble, principles  of  Englifh  liberty,  except  it 
be  in  the  laws  of  the  land,  I  confefs  I  am 

ignorant :  and  if  the  affembly  of  Pennfyl¬ 
vania  got  them  elfewhere,  it  would  have  been 
kind  in  them  to  have  informed  the  world 
whence  tney  had  them,  that  other  nations 
might  have  drawn  from  the  fame  precious 
fountain.  But,  not  to  prefs  too  hard  upon 
fuch  tendei  ground,  the  confequence  of 
their  difcovering  thefe  nobles  principles,  and 

of 
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* 

or  having  founded  their  conftitution  of 
government  upon  them,  it  feems  is,  that 
“  the  conftitution  of  government  in  Penn- 
<c  fylvania  is  or  ought  to  be  perfectly  free." 

To  be  perfectly  free  is,  I  apprehend,  to 
be  in  a  ftate  of  nature  abfolutely  independent 
of,  and  uncontrollable  by,  any  other,  in  all 
cafes  whatever  :  and  when  applied  to  flates, 
is  the  mold  complete  definition  of  equality 
and  independency  that  can  be  given.  It 
excludes  all  poflibility  of  a  fuperior  or  para¬ 
mount,  and  furnilhes  us  with  a  full  idea  of 
fupreme  and  unlimited  jurifdiftion.  No 
law  of  another  ftate  can  have  force  within 
that  territory,'  nor  can  the  inhabitants  be 
amenable  to  any  foreign  judicature.  No 
aft  whatever  of  the  Britifh  parliament  is 
or  ought  to  be  therefore  of  force  in  Penn- 
fylvania,  otherways  the  government  of  that 
country  (I  muft  not  henceforth  call  it  pro- 
Vince ,  for  that  term  implies  dependence) 
cannot  be,  as  it  is  or  ought  to  be,  perfeftly 
free.  The  aft  of  the  7th  and  8th  of  king 

William,  which  declares,  that  <c  all  laws, 
“  bye-laws,  ufages,  and  cuftoms,  which  fhall 
be  in  praftice  in  any  of  the  Plantations, 

“  repugnant 
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repugnant  to  any  law  made  or  to  be  made 
“  in  this  kingdom  relative  to  the  faid  Plan- 
“  tations,  fhall  be  void  and  of  none  effed,’* 
is  plainly  inconfident  with  this  perfedl  freedom 
of  the  Pennfylvania  conftitution  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  therefore  it  is  not ,  or  ought  not  to 

be,  of  force :  neither  indeed  ought  the  aft  of 
the  5th  of  George  the  Second,  which  makes 
the  lands  in  America  affets  for  the  payment 
of  debts,  nor  any  other  of  the  feveral  ads 
of  parliament  which  relate  to  the  Plantations, 
to  be  executed  within  the  jurifdidion  of  the 
government  of  Pennfylvania.  Plad  the 
Examiner  of  the  Claim  of  the  Colonies  been 
acquainted  with  this  refolution  when  he 
wrote  his  pamphlet,  he  probably  would  not 
have  given  fo  much  offence  to  the  author  of 
The  Conf  derations  on  the  Propriety  of  impofmg 
Paxes ,  as  that  gentleman  has  taken,  at  his 
producing  ads  of  parliament  in  evidence  of 
the  right  of  parliament  to  difpofe  of  the 
property  of  the  people  in  Pennfylvania  and 
the  other  American  Colonies,  for  that  refo¬ 
lution  abrogates  them  all  alike.  None  of 
them  ts  or  ought  to  be  of  force  within  that 
government;  and  inflead  of  cenfuring  the 

chief 
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chief  juftice  for  denying  the  authority  of  one 
adl  of  parliament,  when  he  admitted  the 
authority  of  fo  many  others,  he  would  have 
blamed  him  for  having  admitted  the  authority 
of  any,  perhaps  have  accufed  him  in  fo 
doing  of  denying  the  perfedi  freedom  of  the 
conjlitution  of  the  government  of  Pennfylvania. 
We  now  fee  the  rcafon  of  the  alTertion  in  the 
former  part  of  this  refolution  :  “  that  the 
<c  constitution  of  the  government  is  founded 
“  on  the  natural  rights  of  mankind;”  and 
the  inference  drawn  therefrom,  that  all  man¬ 
kind  have  a  natural  right  to  the  liberties, 
privileges,  &c.  of  Britilh  fubjedts :  for  if 
that  be  not  the  cafe,  it  will  be  impoltible 
for  the  people  of  Pennfylvania  to  have  any 
right  to  fuch  of  them  as  are  contained  in 
adts  of  parliament,  becaufe  thofe  adts  cannot, 
or  at  lead  ought  not ,  as  we  have  feen,  to 
have  any  force  there. 

The  affembly  of  MalTachufets  Bay  Sup¬ 
port  their  claim  to  all  the  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges  of  BritiSh  fubjedts  by  the  following 
refolutions,  entered  upon  their  journals  the 
29th  of  Odtober  1765. 

c‘  Resolved, 
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.  £t  Resolved, 

tc  That  there  are  certain  eflential  rights  of 
“  the  Britijh  conftitution  of  government, 
cc  which  are  founded  in  the  law  of  God  and 
“  nature ,  and  are  the  common  rights  of'  man- 
“  kind:  Therefore, 

££  Resolved, 

“  That  the  inhabitants  of  this  province 
“  are  unalienably  intitled  to  thofe  effential 
“  rights  in  common  with  all  men . 

“  Resolved, 

“  That  his  majefcy’s  fubjedls  in  America 
“  are  in  reafon  and  common  fenje  intitled  to 
cc  the  fame  extent  of  liberty  with  his  ma- 
“  jelly’s  fubjeds  in  Britain. 

“  Resolved, 

“  That  by  the  declaration  of  the  royal 
“  charter  of  this  province,  the  inhabitants 
“  are  intitled  to  all  the  rights ,  liberties,  and 
“  immunities  of  free  and  natural-born  fub- 
“  jeds  of  Great-Britain,  to  all  intents,  pur- 
£C  pofes,  and  conllrudions  whatever. 

££  Resolved, 
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**  Resolved, 

cc  That  the  inhabitants  of  this  province 
“  appear  to  be  intitled  to  all  the  rights  afore - 
“  mentioned ,  by  an  aid  of  parliament  the  i  ^th 
“  of  George  the  Second, 

Resolved, 

“  That  thofe  rights  do  belong  to  the 
cc  inhabitants  of  this  province  vmonprincipks 
cc  of  common  jujlice.” 

Ilcrc  we  fee  that  the  law  of  God  and 
Nature ,  the  common  rights  of  mankind,  reafon 
and  common  fenfe,  the  royal  charter ,  an  aid 
of  parliament,  and  common  juflice,  are  all  fo 
many  pillars  on  which  the  aflembly  of 
MalTachufets  found  their  claim  to  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  Britifh  fubjedts ;  and  where 
the  props  are  fo  numerous,  it  will  be  hard 
indeed  it  none  of  them  prove  ftrong  enough 
to  fupport  the  building.  Far  be  it  from  me 
to  deny  to  the  inhabitants  of  MalTachufets  a 
participation  in  and  of  fuch  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges  as  Britifh  fubjedts  are  intitled  to  in 
common  with  all  mankind,  or  fuch  as  we  de- 
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rive 


t  IS  ] 

t  % 

five  from  the  laws  of  God  or  Nature.  Such 
rights  they  are  certainly  intitled  to,  as  they 
are  men,  and  as  they  are  Chriftians  ;  but 
all  men,  and  all  Chriftians,  are  not  intitled 
to  the  l  igh  ts  and  privileges  of  every  particular 
Society  of  which  they  are  not  members  or tub]  eels. 
Every  fociety  has  rights  and  privileges  pecu¬ 
liar  to  thofe  who  compofe  that  fociety;  and 
when  we  treat  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  members  of  that  fociety,  we  muft  be 
underftood  to  mean  fitch  privileges  as  are 
peculiar  to  that  fociety,  and  not  fuch  as  are 
the  common  rights  and  privileges  of  all 
Chriftian  men.  When  therefore  we  are 
difcufling  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Britifh 
fubjedls,  we  muft  confine  our  enquiries  to 
fuch  rights  as  a  natural-born  fubjcdt  of  the 
Britifh  fociety  or  ftate  is  intitled  to,  and  to 
which  an  alien,  or  one  who  is  not  a  member 
of  that  fociety,  has  no  claim.  The  laws  of 
God  or  of  Nature ,  or  the  common  rights  of 
mankind,  cannot  therefore  give  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  Malfachufets  any  title  to  the  peculiar 
privileges  of  Britifh  fubjedts,  if  they  are  not 
alfo  members  of  the  Britifh  community  or 
ftate.  The  laws  of  God  and  of  nature, 

and 
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and  the  common  rights  of  mankind,  would  in-* 
deed  equally  ferve  to  fupport  their  claim  to  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  Dutchmen,  French-* 
men,  Italians,  or  of  any  other  Chriftian  fo- 
ciety  or  ftate,  as  to  juftify  their  pretentions 
to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Britifh  fub- 
jects. 

Reafon  and  common  fetife  are  much  fit* 
ter  to  be  employed  in  proving  the  goodnefs 
of  a  title,  than  to  be  let  up  themfelves  as  a 
title,  Reafon  and  common  J'enfe  are  faculties 
of  the  mind,  by  which  the  truth  or  falfi* 
hood  of  any  propolition  is  tried,  but  they 
are  not  in  themfelves  either  principles  or 
propofitions  j  when  therefore  we  (hall  have 
tried  and  examined  the  feveral  propofitions 
on  which  the  colony  affemblies  found  their 
claim  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Bri¬ 
tifh  fubjeits,  we  fhall  then  fee  whether  they 
are  intitled  to  them  in  reafon  and  common 
Jenfe ,  or  not. 

4  •  -  t 

4t 

A  royal  charter ,  it  mull  he  allowed, 
conveys  a  clear  title  to  whatever  it  is  in 
the  right  or  prerogative  of  the  crown  to 
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grant ;  but  it  is  not  the  prerogative  of  the1 
crown  to  make  free  denizens  of  aliens ; 
that  is,  to  bellow  on  foreigners  the  rights 

and  privileges  of  natural- born  fubjects. _ 

Every  aft  of  parliament  for  naturalizing  a  fo¬ 
reigner  is  a  proof  that  it  is  not.  The  king 
ot  England,  or  any  other  king,  may  grant 
to  any  people  who  are  their  fubjeds  rights 
and  privileges  fimilar  to  thofe  enjoyed  by  the 
people  01  Gieat  Britain ;  but  no  authority, 
other  than  the  fupreme  legiflature  of  Great 
Britain,  can  incorporate  any  individual  or 
people  into  the  Britilh  community,  or  make 
them  partakers  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  Britilh  fubjeds.  If  the  inhabitants  of 
Malfachufets  are  not  therefore  the  natural 
born  fubjeds  of  the  realm  of  Great  Britain* 
and  a  part  of  the  Britilh  community,  the 
king  cannot  by  any  aft  of  his  alone  natu¬ 
ralize  them,  or  give  them  a  title  to  the  riehta 
•  ^  * 
and  privileges  of  Britilh  lubjefts. 

An  aSt  of  parliament  is  indeed  a  fufficient 
authority  to  convey  to  any  people  who  acknow¬ 
ledge  its  fupremacy,  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
Britilh  fubjefts  5  but  I  little  expeded  to  have 

4  feen 
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feen  an  ad:  of  parliament  appealed  to  by  the 
.affembly  of  MalTachufets,  as  having  con¬ 
veyed  to  them  any  rights  or  privileges,  when 
at  the  fame  time  they  are  denying  that  par¬ 
liament  has  any  juriididion  over  them 
whatever.  But  it  feems  parliament  has  a 
right  to  benefit  the  colonies,  but  not  to  bind 
them  :  it  may  give  them  bounties ,  but  it 
muff  not  impofe  burdens.  Its  power  over  the 
colonies  is  fomewhat  like  that  allowed  by  the 
deifts  to  the  Almighty  over  his  creatures,  he 
may  reward  them  with  eternal  happinefs  if 
he  pleafes,  but  he  muft  not  punifh  them  on 
any  account.  Parliament  however,  I  am 
afraid,  will  not  be  content  with  fuch  a  power, 
and  I  would  not  advile  the  Colonies  to  rely 
too  much  upon  its  good  nature;  for  ifitlhould 
find  itfelf  to  have  been  mi  [taken  in  ranking  the 
inhabitants  in  the  Colonies  among  the  fubjeds 
of  the  realm,  and  that  it  has  granted  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  Britifh  fubjeds 
to  thofe  who  are  not  of  the  Britifh  commu¬ 
nity,  and  aifavow  its  authority  over  them; 
there  might  be  danger  of  its  recalling  that 
grant,  and  declaring  by  another  ad  of  par¬ 
liament,  that  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Bri- 

C  3  tilh 


tifli  fubjcdls  fliall  not  extend  to  the  Colo¬ 
nies.  Even  the  principles  of  common  ju/lice , 
which  is  the  laid  pillar  of  the  Mafiachufets 
afiemblies  title,  would  demand  this  of  par- 
inent ;  for  it  is  die  higheft  injufiice  that 
thofe  who  w ill  not  (hare  in  the  burdens  of 
the  community,  nor  be  bound  by  its  laws, 
fhou'd  partake  of  its  benefits,  and  enjoy  its 
privileges  in  common  with  thofe  who  are 
its  members. 

I  he  afiembly  of  New  York  introduce 
their  refolutions  of  the  1 8th  of  December, 
1765,  with  a  declaration  of  “  their  faith  and 
“  allegiance  to  his  majefiy  king  George  the 
<c  Third,  and  of  their  jubmiffion  to  the  fu- 

preme  legijlative  power,"  undertaking  at 
the  fame  time  to  lhew  “  that  the  rights 
“  claimed  by  them,  are  in  no  manner  in- 
f£  confifient  with  either .”  Elad  the  fublequent 
refolutions  been  conceived  in  the  fame  Ipi- 
rit  with  this  introduction,  I  fhould  have 
been  happy  in  applauding  the  wifdom  of  the 
afiembly  at  New  York,  and  have  propofed 
their  example  for  the  inftrudtion  and  imita¬ 
tion  of  all  the  other  Colonies.  God  forbid 

that 
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that  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colonies 
fhould  be  deprived  of  any  “  right  which  is 
“  confident  with  their  faith  and  allegiance 
“  to  the  king,  and  their  fubmiffion  to  the 
“  fupreme  legiflative  power.’’  To  intitle 
them  to  all  Juch  rights,  it  is  fufficient  that 
they  acknowledge  themfelves  to  be  fubjefts 
of  the  realm,  and  that  the  fupreme  iegifla- 
ture  admits  them  fo  to  be  ;  the  refolution 
therefore  which  would  be  the  plain  confe- 
quent  of  this  introduction  is  limply  this,  that 
the  people  of  New  York  are  Britijh  fub- 
jeBs,  and  thence  intitled  to  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  immunities  of  their  fellow 
fubjedts  the  people  of  England.  But  inftead 
of  this  explicit  declaration,  that  alfembly 
refolves,  “  That  they  (the  people  of  that  Co- 
“  lony)  owe  obedience  to  all  adds  of  parlia- 
“  ment  not  inconjiftent  with  the  effential  rights 
“  and  liberties  oj  Englijhmen,  and  are  intitled 
“  to  the  fame  rights  and  liberties  which  his 
<£  majefty’s  Englijh  fubjecls,  both  within  and 
5C  without  the  realm,  have  ever  enjoyed/’ 

I  would  not  be  thought  to  find  fault 

without  reafon  j  and  yet  if  I  do  not  feek  oc- 

cflfion  for  offence  in  this  refolution,  I  am 
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fare  I  fhall  not  find  any;  for  who  would 
with  that  the  people  of  New  York,  any  more 
than  the  people  of  England,  fhould  pay 
obedience  to  any  adt  of  parliament  which,  is 
inconfijlent  with  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
Englijhmcnd  and  notwithftandinglmay  not  be 
convinced  of  their  title,  yet  asl  fincerely  defire 
that  they  may  partake  of  all  the  rights  and  li¬ 
berties  which  his  majefiy’s  Englijh  Jubjells 
within  the  realm  enjoy;  fo  do  I  moft  freely 
give  them  all  the  rights  and  liberrties  which 
his  Englijh  JubjeSls  without  the  realm  have 
ever  enjoyed,  although  I  profefs  Ido  not  very 
well  know  what  it  is  I  am  yielding  when  I 
fay  fo,  for  I  really  am  ignorant  who  his  ma- 
jefty’s  Englijh  fubjetls  without  the  realm  are, 
or  what  are  the  rights  and  liberties  which 
they  enjoy.  I  fhall  therefore  leave  this  af- 
fembly  in  full  pofTefiron  of  their  refolutions, 
and  only  extradt  two  other  of  them,  which 
I  fhall  hereafter  have  occafion  to  take  notice 
of. 


<c  Resolved, 

*£  That  it  involves  thegreateft  inconfjftency 
with  the  known  principles  of  the  Englifh 
!*  conftitufion,  to  fuppofe  that  the  honour¬ 
able 
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«■  able  houfe  of  commons  of  Great  Britain 
«  can,  without  diverting  the  inhabitants  of 
cc  this  colony  of  their  moft  eflential  rights, 
“  grant  to  the  crown  their,  or  any  part  of 
“  their  eftates  for  any  purpofe  whatfoever. 

I 

“  Resolved, 

“  That  from  the  firrt  fettlement  of  the 
“  Colonies,  it  has  been  the  fenfe  of  the  go- 
“  vernment  at  home ,  that  Jiich  grants  could 
“  not  be  conf  i tut i anally  made ,  and  therefore 
“  applications  for  the  fupport  of  govern- 
c‘  ment,  and  other  public  exigencies,  have 
£C  always  been  made  to  the  reprefentatives 
<c  of  the  people  of  this  colony.” 

I  come  now  to  what  Mr.  Dickcnfon  calls' 
the  American  declaration  of  rights,  which 
are  the  refolutions  of  the  committees  from 
the  feveral  Colony  aflemblies,  which  met  at 
New  York,  19  October,  1765.  and  here  we 
may  expedt  to  find  the  feparate  and  irregu¬ 
lar  claims  of  each  Colony  confolidated  and 
reduced  into  fyftem  and  confiftency.  Their 
refolutions  are  as  follow : 


<c  That 
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That  his  majefty’s  fubjedts  in  thefe  Co- 
c‘  lonies  owe  the  fame  allegiance  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain  that  is  owing  from 
"  his  fubjedts  born  within  the  realm,  and  all 
“  <*ue  fubordi nation  to  that  augufi  body ,  the 
“  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

That  his  majefty’s  liege  fubjedts  in  thefe 
“  Colonies  are  intit  led  to  all  the  inherent 
“  rights  and  liberties  of  his  natural-born 

c<  fubjedts  within  the  kingdom  of  Great 
is  Britain.” 

In  their  petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons 
they  thus  exprefs  themfelves :  “  It  is  from 
and  under  the  Englilh  conffitution  we  de- 
“  nve  &h  our  civil  and  religious  rites  and  li¬ 
berties  5  we  glory  in  being  fubjedts  of  the 
bed:  of  kings,  and  having  been  born  un- 
C£  der  the  moft  perfedl  form  of  government.” 
Further:  “  We  elteem  our  connexions  with 
“  and  dependence  on  Great  Britain  as  one  of 
our  greatefl:  blefiingsj  and  apprehend  the 
<£  latter  will  appear  to  be  fufficiently  fecure, 

“  when  it  is  considered  that  the  inhabitants 
“  in  the  Colonies  have  the  molt  unbounded 

“  affedtion 
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£t  arfeftion  for  his  majefty’s  perfon,  family, 

“  and  government,  as  well  as  for  the  mother 
“  country,  and  that  their  fubardi nation  to 
«  the  parliament  is  univerlallv  acknow- 
“  ledged.” 

A  plain  Englfli  reader  of  thefe  refolu- 
tions  and  petitions  would  be  apt  to  imagine 
thefe  committees  had,  in  cffeCt,  given  up 
the  point,  and  had  fairly  acknowledged  the 
fupreme  authority  of  parliament  over  the  Co¬ 
lonies  ;  and  that,  as  we  all  meant  the  fame 
thing  on  both  fides  the  water,  it  was  not 
worth  while  to  quarrel  about  the  manner  of 
expreffing  it.  This  the  committees  expect¬ 
ed  ;  and  their  fkill  in  framing  their  refolu- 
tions  and  petitions  would  have  been  thrown 
away,  if  their  manner  of  expreffing  them- 
felves  had  not  excited  in  the  reader  ideas 
much  more  extenfive  than  the  ftriCt,  even 
ftnglijlo,  meaning  of  the  term  would  juffify. 

What  Engliffiman  could  defire  more  of 
the  Colonies  than  due  obedience  to  that  auguft 
body,  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  ?  But 
what  is  due  obedience  is  a  matter  in  which 

they 
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tliey  and  the  people  of  England  differ 
■cecdingly  ;  and  the  committees  chofe  to  rc- 
'eive  colonies  thetr  own  conjlruciion  of 

tuc  terms,  while  they  hoped  the  people  of 

England  would  be  led  to  believe  they  agreed 
with  them  in  theirs. 


Englishman  conceives  due  obedience 
to  parliament  to  mean  lawful  obedience,  or 
obedience  to  an  a&  of  parliament.  The  Colo¬ 
nies  conceive  the  parliament  to  have  no  right 
to  make  laws  for  them ;  and  due  obedience 
to  parliament  is  therefore,  in  their  apprehen- 
fion,  no  obedience  at  all.  An  Englishman, 
without  treafon,  though  perhaps  not  without 
mental  falfhood,  may  fwear  to  pay  all  dttt 
obedience  to  the  king  of  France ;  becaufe,  as 
he  conceives  that  king  to  have  no  right  to 
his  obedience  as  an  Englishman,  he  promiies 
to  pay  him  none.  Where  there  is  no  right 
to  require  obedience,  there  can  be  none  due  5 
and  to  deny  the  right  to  the  demand,  and 

profefs  to  pay  what  is  due,  is  contemptible 
chicane. 


The 
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The  title  of  Augujl  Body,  which  they 
give  the  parliament,  is  another  fubterfuge 
for  feeming  to  refpedt  its  authority,  whilft 
they  mean  to  difavow  it.  An  auguft  body 
it  certainly  is,  and  foreigners  frequently  call 
it  fo ;  but  the  fubjedts  of  the  realm  know  it 
by  another  title,  that  of  fupreme  legiflature. 
That  title  would  however  have  implied  obe¬ 
dience  to  its  laws  in  thofe  who  gave  it ;  but 
the  committees,  not  intending  to  acknowledge 
fuch  obedience,  avoided  giving  it  that  title 
which  is  only  proper  from  fubjedts,  and  gave 
it  one  which  implied  no  relation  or  depend¬ 
ence  on  it,  and  yet  carried  fo  much  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  refpedt,  that  it  might  be  miitaken 
to  mean  it. 

The  diftindtion  they  mark  in  their  refo- 
Iutions  between  the  people  of  America  and 
the  people  of  England,  by  terming  the  one 
his  majeflys  liege  fulfils  in  the  Colonies,. 
and  the  other,  his  natural-born  fubjedts,  or 
his  fubjedts  born  within  the  realm,  plainly, 
though  indiredtly,  declares  it  to  be  their  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  people  in  the  Colonies,  are 

not 
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not  the  king’s  natural-born  fubjedls,  or  his 
fubjeccs  born  within  the  realm.  They  cannot 
therefore  claim  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
Englifhmen,  from  their  being  Britiih  fubjedfs 
in  common  with  the  people  of  England,  or 
the  fubjedls  born  within  the  realm  ;  and  yet 
no  other  title  to  thofe  rights  do  any  of  them 
pretend, than  that  fuch  are  the  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges  of  Englifhmen  or  Britilh  fubjedfs.  For 
they  go  on  to  refolve,  “  That  it  is  infeparably 
“  effential  to  the  freedom  of  a  people*  and  the 
<c,  undoubted  right  of  Englijhmen ,  that  no 
“  taxes  be  impofed  on  them  but  with  their 
“  own  confent,  given  perfonally,  or  by  their 
“  reprefentatives.  That  trial  by  jury  is  the 
“  inherent  and  invaluable  right  of  every 
“  Britijh  fubjeSl  in  thefe  Colonies.”  Alfo, 
“  that  it  is  the  right  of  the  Britijh  fubjecls  in 
“  thefe  Colonies  to  petition  the  king  or  either 
“  houfe  of  parliament.”  This  is  all  very 
true  and  very  fenfible ;  but  who  thofe  Eng- 
lijhmen  or  Britijh  fubjecls  in  the  Colonies 
are,  to  whom,  and  to  whom  only ,  thefe  rights 
belong,  cannot  eafily  be  difeovered.  They 
cannot  be  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colonies,  or 
thofe  who  have  been  born  there ;  for  the 

former 
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former  refolutions  fay,  that  the  Colonies  are 
not  within  the  Britijh  realm ,  nor  that  the 
people  who  are  born  there  are  the  natural- 
born  fubjetts  of  the  king,  born  within  the 
realm. 

Having  thus  feen  upon  what  fort  of  foun¬ 
dations  the  different  colony  affemblies  build 
their  feveral  titles  to  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  Englilhmen,  and  that  each  fuperftruc- 
ture,  at  the  approach  of  reafon,  vanifhes  like 

- the  bafelefs  fabric  of  a  ‘vifion. - 

I  will  not  fatigue  the  reader  with  a  difcuf- 
lion  of  the  arguments  introduced  by  the  co¬ 
lony  advocates  in  fupport  or  the  affemblies 
refolutions.  Whatever  they  can  urge  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  Colonies  claim  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  Englilhmen,  whilft  they  deny 
that  they  are  fubjedts  of  the  realm,  or  na¬ 
tural-born  Britilh  fubjedts,  and  that  the  Co¬ 
lonies  are  within  the  realm,  mud  be  ob^ 
noxious  to  the  fame  charges  of  inconfif- 
tency  and  abfurdity  to  which  the  affemblies 
refolutions  are  fo  palpably  liable ;  and  the 
dmpleft  of  my  countrymen  can  ealily  detedt 
the  mod;  artful  American  fophifter,  by  in- 

lifting 
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lifting  upon  his  anfwering  this  plain  queftion  i 
Are  the  people  in  the  Colonies  Britifh  fub- 
jetfts,  or  are  they  aliens  or  foreigners  ? 


The  aflemblies  and  their  advocates,  aware 
of  this  dangerous  dilemma,  have  never  di- 
redlly  and  explicitly  declared,  as  the  reader 
muft  have  obferved,  that  they  are,  or  that 
they  are  not,  Britifh  fubjeds;  that  is,  fubjeds 
of  the  Britifh  ftate  or  community.  They 
avoid  that  declaration  by  every  artifice  and 
fubterfuge  that  words  can  fupply  them  with. 
They  are  at  one  time  “  Englifhmen,”  at 
another  ££  the  children,  and  not  the  ba- 
“  ftards  of  Britons  they  are  ££  free  Bri- 
“  tons  j  “  tfte  king  of  Great  Britain’s  liege 
££  fubjeds  f  ££  they  owe  the  fame  fealty 
“  and  allegiance  to  his  majefty  that  is 
££  due  to  him  from  his  fubjeds  in  Great 
Britain,  and  numberlefs  other  equivocal 
profeflions,  which  ferve  to  elude  the  main 
queftion ;  at  the  fame  time,  as  if  under  each 
charadei  they  had  defined  their  condition  to 
be  that  of  Britifh  fubjeds,  they  boldly  draw 
the  confequence,  that  they  are  intitled  to 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  natural-horn 

fubjedls 
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fubjeSls  in  common  with  '  the  people  of 
England.  That  they  cannot  however  main¬ 
tain  their  title  to  thofe  rights  upon  any  other 
ground,  than  that  of  their  being  Britifh  fub- 
jedts,  born  and  inhabiting  within  the  realm, 
is,  I  think,  fufficiently  evident  3  and  there¬ 
fore,  that  they  may  fail  in  proving  that  they 
are  not  Britifh  fubjedts,  and  that  the  Colo¬ 
nies  lie  without  the  realm,  is  the  moft  friend¬ 
ly  wifh  I  can  give  them.  How  far  they  have 
fucceeaed  in  the  fatal  attempt,  muff  be  the 
fubjedt  of  our  next  enquiry. 

4 

And  here  we  fhall  perceive,  that  however 
cautious  the  Colonies  have  been  in  admitting 
that  they  are  Britifh  fubjedts  in  any  fenfe  what- 
.  ever,  that  they  do  not  neverthelefs,  as  yet,  rejedt 
the  authority  of  parliament  to  bind  them  in 
any  cafe,  fave  in  the  article  of  taxation  ;  and, 
againft  even  this  right  in  parliament,  they 
do  not  urge  that  they  are  not  Britifh  fubjedts, 
and  confequently  not  within  the  jurifdidtion 
of  the  fupreme  Britifh  legislature,  becaufe 
that  plea  would  involve  every  other  right  of 
jurifdidtion  in  tlie  decifion  of  that  queftion  ; 
and  it  is  the  artifice  of  the  managers  on  be- 

D  half 
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half  of  the  Colonies,  to  avoid  general  quef- 
tions,  and  to  keep  back  and  conceal  confe- 
quences,  left  the  unfufpediing  people  of 
England  fliould  too  foon  catch  the  alarm, 

and  refolve  to  withftand  their  fir  ft  attempts 
at  independency. 

I 

When  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-adt  was 
their  objedt,  a  diftindtion  was  fet  up  be-  j 

tween  internal  and  external  taxes;  they  pre-  I 

tended  not  to  difpute  the  right  of  parliament  , 

to  impofe  external  taxes,  or  port  duties,  upon  j 

the  Colonies,  whatever  were  the  purpofes 
of  parliament  in  laying  them  on,  or  however 
productive  of  revenue  they  might  be.  Nay,  • 

Doctor  Franklin  tells  the  houfe  of  commons, 
that  “  they  have  a  natural  and  equitable  right 
<£  to  feme  toll  or  duty  upon  merchandizes 
<c  carried  through  that  part  of  their  domi- 
“  nions,  viz.  the  American  feas,  towards 
cc  defraying  the  expence  they  are  at  in  flips  to 
tc  maintain  the  fajety  of  that  carriage This, 
however,  was  only  the  language  for  1765  and 
1 766,  but  when  parliament  feemed  to  adopt 
the  diftindtion,  and  waiving  for  the  prefent 
the  exercife  of  its  right  to  impofe  internal  j 

taxes. 
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taxes,  imposed  certain  duties  on  merchan¬ 
dizes  imported  into  the  Colonies,  and  carried 
through  thole  Teas  which  the  parliament  was 
told  were  theirs:  the  diftinftion  between 
internal  and  external  taxes  is  rejedted  by  the 
colony  advocates,  and  a  new  one  devifed  be¬ 
tween  taxes  for  the  regulation  of  trade ,  and 
taxes  for  the  purpofe  oj  revenue. 

This  new  diftinftion,  however,  between 
taxes  for  the  regulation  of  trade,  and  taxes 
for  the  purpcfe  of  revenue,  as  far  as  it  re- 
fpeds  the  right  of  parliament  to  impofe  the 
one,  but  not  the  other,  is,  of  all  abfurdities, 
the  mod  ridiculous  that  ever  was  contended 
for.  It  is  faying,  in  other  words,  that  par¬ 
liament  has  a  right  to  impofe  a  heavy  tax , 
but  not  a  fmall  one.  It  may  lay  one  fo 
grievous,  that  no  body  can  afford  to  pay  it ; 
but  it  has  no  authority  to  impofe  one  which 
may  be  eafily  borne :  nay,  in  the  inflances 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Dickenfon  in  his  Farmer’s 
Letters,  it  fhould  feem  to  mean  that  parlia¬ 
ment  has  no  right  to  reduce  a  tax  which  it 
has  had  a  legal  right  to  impofe  in  a  manner 
extremely  burdenjomc.  The  right  of  Par- 

D  ?,  liainent 


[  36  ] 

liamcnt  to  charge  foreign  mojafles  with  a 
duty  of  fix- pence  a  gallon  was  unqueftion- 
able  ;  but,  t or  parliament  to  reduce  the  fix- 
pence  to  three-pence,  is  a  violent  ufurpation 
of  unconftitutional  authority,  and  an  in¬ 
fringement  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
people  in  the  Colonies.  The  reduction  of 

the  duty  upon  black  teas  too  was  another 

'  *  -  £ 

intolerable  grievance  :  whilft  they  carried  out 
witii  them  a  auty  of  one  fhilhng  a  pound, 
paid  at  the  Eaft-India  Company’s  faies,  which, 
by  the  ordinary  increafe  of  charges,  amount¬ 
ed  to  near  eighteen  pence  when  the  teas  ar¬ 
rived  in  America,  things  went  ,  on  very 
well ;  but  when  parliament  took  off  that 
fhilling,  and  inftead  thereof  laid  on  a  duty 
of  three  pence,  to  be  paid  on  importation  of 
the  tea  into  the  Colonies,  which  precluded 
all  increafe  of  charges,  then  were  the  Colo¬ 
nies  undone.  Even  the  late  duties  upon  oils 
and  colours,  &c.  it  feerns,  have  become 
grievous  from  their  being  no  duties  at  all-, 
ioi  Air.  Dickenfon  tells  us,  in  his  eleventh 
L  iter,  that  tire  drawbacks  which  are  al¬ 
lowed  upon  their  exportation  from  England, 
amount  to  more  money  than  all  the  duties 
5 .  together 
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together  which  are  laid  upon  them  on  their 
arrival  in  the  Colonies  will  produce.  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  the  iirft  time  that  the  Colonies  of 
any  flate,  have  complained  of  the  injuftice  of 
the  mother- country  in  laying  taxes  upon  them 
which  were  not  jiiffciently  heavy ;  nor  was 
it  ever  before  difeovered,  that  the  proper 
means  to  redrefs  the  grievances  of  any  peo¬ 
ple,  were  to  increafe  their  taxes.  And  yet 
this  is  certainly  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftancc  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colo¬ 
nies  ;  for,  if  parliament  had  augmented  the 
duties  upon  foreign  melafles,  inftead  of  re¬ 
ducing  them,  or  had  it  laid  on  another  flail- 

ling  upon  black  teas  exported  to  the  Colonies, 
inftead  of  taking  one  off,  the  right  to  do  fo 
would  have  been  admitted.  But  (fays  Mr. 
Dickenl'on)  the  heavy  tax  would  have  ope- 
rated  as  a  prohibition,  which  is  a  regulation 
of  trade  ;  the  light  tax  is  intended  to  be  paid, 
and  is  laid  for  th t  pur p  of e  cf  revenue. 

It  is  the  purpofe  of  parliament  in  laying  the 
tax,  which,  it  feems,  gives  it  the  right  of 
laying  it.  Curious  reafoning  this! — -Now, 
fhould  it  happen,  that  parliament  was  at 
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any  time  mistaken  in  its  purpofe,  and  that  a 
tax  which  it  impofed  with  an  intention  that 
no  body  fhould  pay  it,  that  is,  that  it  fhould 
operate  as  a  prohibition,  fhould  really  turn 
out  to  be  fuch  a  tax  as  the  commodity  on 
which  it  was  charged  could  bear,  and  the 
people  in  the  Colonies  were  willing  to  pur- 
chafe  it  at  the  price  the  tax  had  raifed  it  to, 
what  fhould  we  do  then  ?  If  the  tax  be  paid 
it  then  becomes  a  revenue  tax,  and  no  long¬ 
er  a  prohibitory  one ;  and  is  thenceforward 
a  grievance,  and  an  infringement  of  the 
rights  of  the  Colonies.  On  the  other  hand, 
fuppofe  parliament  fhould  be  miftaken  in  a 
tax  it  laid  for  the  purpofe  of  reyenue,  and  it 
turned  out  a  prohibition,  would  the  tax  then 
become  a  conftitutional  one  ? 


Neverthelefs,  fay  the  colony  advocates,  the 
effential  diftinction  between  the  two  forts  of 
taxes  will  iubiifi  inthe  purpofe  for  which  the  tax 
is  laid,  no  matter  how  it  may  operate ;  and  for 
this  effential  diftindtion  we  are  referred  to  our 
old  llatutes.  Let  the  reafoning  of  parliament 
in  the  preamble  to  the  15th  of  Charles  the 
Second,  chap,  the  eleventh,  be  the  meafure 

of 
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of  this  diftindtion,  and  then  we  fhall  fee 
where  the  boundary  line  is  to  be  drawn. 

In  regard,  fays  this  flatute,  “  that  his  ma- 
«  jefty’s  plantations,  &c.  beyond  the  feas,  are 
“  inhabited  and  peopled  by  his  fubjedls  of  this  his 
££  kingdom  of  England,  for  the  maintaining  a 
££  greater  correfpondence  and  kindnefs  bc- 
‘ £  tween  them ,  and  keeping  them  in  a firmer  de~ 
«  pendence  upon  it,  and  rendering  them  yet 
“  more  beneficial  and  advantageous  to  it,  in  the 
££  further  employment  and  increafe  of  Englifij 
“  flrip  ping  and  feamen/twrf  ofEnglifh  looollen , 

< £  and  other  manufaBures  andcommodities ,  ren- 
“  dering  the  navigation  to  and  from  the  fame 
“  more  fafe  and  cheap,  and  making  this  king- 
“  dom  a  ftaple,  not  only  of  the  commodities  of 
“  thole  plantations,  butalfoof  the  commodities 
££  of  ether  countries  and  places-,  for  the  fupply- 
££  ing  of  them,  be  it  enadted,  &c.”  Thefe  fe- 
veral  purpofes  are  therefore  to  be  deemed  re¬ 
gulations  of  trade ;  and  to  whatever  tax  or  duty 
which  may  be  impofed  with  any  of  thofc  pur¬ 
pofes,  the  Colonies  ought  to  fubmit,  notvvith- 
ftanding  a  revenue  fhould  incidentally  arilc 
from  them.  Be  it  fo.  One purpofe,  then  it  ap- 

D  4  pears. 
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pears,  is,  “  the  making  the  colonies  a  vent  for 
“  Bntifh  manufadures.”  Now  if  the  Britiih 
manufadurersareheavily  taxed,  and  the  Ame- 
i  ican  manufadurer  pays  no  taxes,  or  very  fmall 
ones,  the  Britifh  manufadures  muff  come 
much  dearer  to  the  confumer  in  the  Colonies 
than  American  manufadures,  and  confe- 
quently  the  Britifh  manufadures  will  not 
fell  there,  and  the  Colonies  will  no  longer 
be  a  vent  for  them.  To  prevent  which, 
there  can  be  no  means  fo  evident  or  effedual* 
as  taking  off  taxes  from  the  Britifh  manufac¬ 
turers  and  laying  them  on  the  American  ma- 
nufadurer.  With  this  view,  and  with  this 
purpofe,  of  “  fecuring  a  vent  for  the  Britifh 
manuradures,  an  ad  of  parliament,  lay¬ 
ing  a  poll-tax  upon  all  manufadurers  of 
linen  or  wool,  or  a  heavy  tax  upon  all  kinds 
oi  manufadures  which  fhould  be  made  in 
the  Colonies,  would  be  extremely  proper. 
For  this  purpofe  alfo,  all  materials  for  ma¬ 
nufadures  fhould  be  taxed,  unlefs  exported 
to  Great  Britain ;  as  fhould  all  tools  and  in- 
ftruments  for  manufaduring.  The  encou¬ 
ragement  of  Englifh  navigation  likewife 
opens  another  vein  for  drawing  off  the 

life- 
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life-blood  of  the  Colonies,  as  they  call  their 
money.  Tonnage  duties  upon  all  {hips 
and  veffels  built  in  the  Colonies;  duties 
upon  all  materials  for  {hip-building,  of  the 
product  of  the  Colonies,  or  imported  there ; 
and,  in  Ihort,  there  is  fcarcely  a  tax,  internal 
or  external,  which  the  people  in  England 
are  liable  to,  that  might  not  be  impofed  on 
the  Colonies,  for  fome  of  thele  purpofes. 
Befides,  if  we  enter  thoroughly  into  the  mat¬ 
ter,  we  fhall  find  that  it  is  always  an  argu¬ 
ment  of  the  want  or  finance  ability  in  the 
minifter  who  propofes  any  tax  which  is  not 
intended  to  operate  beneficially  as  a  regula¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  to  produce  revenue. 

A  land-tax  is  a  judicious  regulation,  in- 
aimuch  as  it  excites  the  land  owner  to  cul¬ 
tivate  and  improve  his  lands ;  and  with  this 
very  view,  taxes  are  laid  upon  unimproved 
lands  in  America,  by  the  colony  aflemblies. 
Thus  our  Eaft-India  duties  are  many  of  them 
calculated  to  promote  our  own  manufac¬ 
tures,  as  well  as  to  raife  a  revenue.  Thus 
the  duties  upon  French  goods  were  impofed 
with  a  view  to  check  the  trade  of  France, 
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to  encourage  our  own  manufactures,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  raife  a  fund  for  defray¬ 
ing  the  public  expences.  So  likewife  are  a 
multitude  of  our  taxes  upon  articles  of  luxury 
and  of  extravagance  in  our  home  confump- 
tion ;  fo  likewife  are  the  taxes  upon  many 
of  our  exports,  to  prevent  the  manufacture 
of  cur  raw  materials  abroad,  and  to  encou¬ 
rage  it  at  home  The  double  tax  upon  the 
Roman  Catholics  was  laid  with  a  view  to 
weaken  that  intereft,  as  well  as  to  raife  a 
revenue;  and  it  was  confidered  and  urged  as 
the  ftrongeft  motive  for  laying  on  the  Britifh 
ftamp  duties  upon  licences  to  keep  ale-houfes, 
to  fell  wine  and  fpirituous  liquors,  and  even 
thofe  upon  all  law-proceedings,  and  upon 
the  admiffion  of  attornies,  and  many  others, 
that  thofe  duties  would  greatly  operate  to 
difcoura^e  and  diminifh  what  was  wifhed  to 

O 

be  checked,  as  well  as  produce  a  public 
revenue. 

Upon  this  principle,  even  the  ftamp-adt 
in  America  might  have  been  confidered  as  a 
regulation  ;  for  it  was  intended  likewife  to 
prevent  or  detedt  the  forgery  of  deeds,  wills. 
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or  other  inftruments ;  to  difcourage,  by 
high  duty,  the  grant  cf  large  quantities  of 
land  to  one  perfon ;  to  make  all  law  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  inftruments  in  the  Englifh  lan¬ 
guage,  and  thence  incite  the  foreign  fubje&s 
to  learn  it ;  to  difcourage  a  fpirit  of  unnecef- 
fary  litigation  in  the  Colonies;  to  prevent  dis¬ 
orders  which  frequently  happen  from  tip- 
pling-houfes  in  remote  places,  and  from  fell¬ 
ing  fpirituous  liquors  to  the  Indians  in  the 
woods ;  to  make  the  entries  and  clearances 
of  drips  more  regular ;  and  to  prevent  falfe 
cockets,  and  feveral  things  of  the  like  nature. 

This  bonded  didindtion  between  taxes 
for  the  regulation  of  trade,  and  taxes  for  the 
purpofe  of  revenue,  we  therefore  fee  is 
without  a  difference,  and  will  in  no  fort 
ferve  to  protedf  the  Colonies  from  parliamen¬ 
tary  internal  and  external  taxation,  however 
it  may  ferve  for  a  pretence,  under  which  to 
drip  parliament  of  all  jurifdidion  over  the 
Colonies. 

/ 

I  have  indeed  thought  of  a  diftindion 
which  would  fuit  the  Colonies  purpofes 

much 
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much  better,  and  which,  I  believe,  is  what 
they  mean,  by  the  difference  between  taxes 
for  the  purpofe  of  revenue,  and  taxes  as  re¬ 
gulations  of  trade,  if  they  chofe  to  fpeak  it 
cut,  which  is  that  between  the  impofmcr 
taxes  and  collecting  them.  They  would  ac¬ 
knowledge,  with  all  their  hearts,  a  right  in 
parliament  to  do  the  one,  provided  it  never 
attempted  to  do  the  other.  It  is  this  new  in¬ 
vention  of  colic  cling  taxes  that  makes  them 
burdenfome  to  the  Colonies,  and  an  infringe¬ 
ment  of  their  rights  and  privileges ; - and 

herein  it  is  that  Mr.  Grenville’s  adminiftra- 
tion  has  proved  the  a'ra  of  the  Colonies  lofs 
of  liberty. 

The  duty  of  iix  pence  a  gallon  upon  fo¬ 
reign  moIafTes,  which  had  been  laid  thirty 
years  before  Mr.  Grenville  was  farfb  commif- 
fioner  of  the  treafury,  was  no  grievance,  be¬ 
cause  it  had  never  been  colleSled ;  but  when 
that  gentleman  reduced  the  duty  to  three 
pence,  all  liberty  was  at  an  end- — for  he 
took  meafures  for  the  Colonies  to  pay  the 
three  pence. 


For 
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For  this  invention  of  collecting  taxes,  and 
making  them  productive  of  revenue,  it  is, 
that  this  gentleman  has  been  considered  by 
fome  of  the  heated  advocates  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies  as  the  determined,  implacable  enemy 
of  their  liberties ■,  that  he  has  been  purfu- 
ed  by  them,  and  their  partizans,  on  this  fide 
the  water,  with  the  bittereSt  malevolence. 

I 

Yet,  notwithstanding  thefe  calumnies,  thofe 
who  know  his  public  declarations,  and  his 
private  fentiments,  can  teSlify,  that  he  ne¬ 
ver  entertained  a  thought  of  refenting  the 
harth  and  unjuSt  treatment  he  met  with 
from  them,  much  lefs  did  he  ever  with  to 
deprive  the  Colonies  of  any  privilege  which 
the  BritiSh  constitution  gave  them  a  right 
to,  or  their  fafety,  and  that  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  would  permit  them  to  enjoy.  Many 
gentlemen  in  the  Colonies  authentically 
know,  that  Such  are  his  private  difpofitions; 
nor  can  they  or  the  people  of  Great  Britain 
be  ignorant,  that  he  has  frequently  mani¬ 
fested  them  in  the  moSt  public  and  i’olemn 
manner.  When  the  parliamentary  right 
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of  taxation  has  been  queflioned,  have  they 
not  heard  him  declare  in  thefe  terms, 
“  That  to  fuch  a  iurrcnder  of  the  legifla- 
tive  authority  1  can  never  he  a  par- 
“  ty,  as  I  think  it  the  higheft  fpecies  of 
“  treafon  againft  the  conftitution  and  fo- 
“  vereign  authority  of  this  kingdom,  to  de- 
“  prive  it  of  one-fourth  part  of  its  fubjects: 
“  but  tho’  1  cannot  adopt  nor  approve  of 
“  fuch  a  plan,  yet  I  can  fubmit  to  it ;  and 
“  havingdone  my  duty  to  the  utmoft,byen- 
**  deavouring  to  convince  the  king,  the  par- 
“  liament,  and  the  people,  of  the  unhappy 
“  confequences  of  fuch  a  meafure,  I  fhall 
“  wait  the  event  till  experience  has  given 

“  convidlion  one  way  or  the  other  ;  and  fo 

_  * 

“  far  am  I  from  thinking,  if  I  had  the  power, 
,e  that  I  have  a  right  to  carry  matters  to  ex- 
“  tremity,  as  it  is  fuppofed  I  would,  in  order 
“  toinforce myown opinionsin contradiction 
to  theirs,  upon  afubjedtoffuch  infiniteim- 
“  portance  to  the  whole,  that  if  1  were  to  fee 
“  the  king,  the  parliament,  and  the  people, 
<c  ready  to  run  into  extremes  on  that  fide, 
“  which  in  the  courfe  of  things  feems  to 
“  me  highly  probable,  I  would  employ  all 

“  the 
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*c  the  means  in  my  power  to  prevent  it,  and 
“  to  fugged  temperate  meafures  as  long  as 
tc  they  were  practicable;  being  fully  per- 
“  fuaded,  that  whatever  blame  there  is,  it 
“  is  owing  to  thole  in  England  who  have 
“  weakly  or  wickedly  milled  the  fubjefts  in 
“  America,  and  not  to  the  Colonies  them- 
“  felves,  who  have  done  no  more  than  any 
<c  other  people  would  have  done,  to  whom 
“  an  immunity  from  taxes  had  been  holden 
“  forth,  and  who  have  been  encouraged  as 
“  they  have  been.’’  But  not  to  enter  fur¬ 
ther  into  this  matter,  and  to  return  from  this 
digreffion,  which  juftice  to  lo  diltinguilhed 
a  character,  and  the  defire  of  undeceiving 
my  fellow-fubjeCts  in  the  Colonies  led  me 
into,  let  us  enquire  whether  this  tax  could 
have  operated  as  a  regulation  of  trade,  or 
fulfilled  any  purpofe  of  parliament  in  im- 
pofing  it,  if  it  were  not  collected. 

The  purpofe  of  parliament  in  impofing 
the  tax,  as  the  llatute  expreifes  it,  was  to  give 
a  preference  to  the  molalfes  of  the  Britilh 
lflands,  or,  in  other  words,  to  raile  the 
price  of  foreign  molalfes  fo  high,  that  the 

molalfes 
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molaffes  of  our  own  idands  could  be  afford¬ 
ed  cheaper,  or  at  lead:  at  the  fame  price. 
Now,  unlefs  this  tax  was  collected,  this  pur- 
pofe  could  not  be  efre&ed  ;  and  if  it  was  col¬ 
lected,  and  the  fame  quantity  of  foreign  mo- 
lades  was  imported,  as  has  been  imported 
lince  the  tax  was  reduced  to  three  pence, 
the  revenue  which  lhouid  have  arifen  from 
this  regulation  tax  would  have  been  double 
the  fum  of  what  the  tax  of  three  pence  im- 
pofed  for  the  purpofe  of  revenue  produced, 
which  would  have  been  a  mod:  notable  proof 
of  the  difference  in  this  didindion.  But  fup- 
pofe  the  tax  of  fix  pnce  a  gallon  was  too  hea¬ 
vy  for  the  foreign  commodity  to  bear,  and 
that  the  molaffes  of  the  Britifh  idands  only 
was  imported,  as  cheaper  than  the  foreign 
with  the  duty,  the  duty  then  operates  as  a 
prohibition  upon  foreign  melaffes;  and  what 
is  the  confequence  ?  The  people  in  the  Co¬ 
lonies  are  obliged  to  purchafe  the  molaffes 
of  the  Britifh  idands  at  the  price  they  can 
afford  to  fell  it  for,  or  at  which  they  chufe  to 
part  with  it.  Now,  as  it  comes  dearer  than 
the  foreign  molaffes  would,  if  there  were  no 
duty,  the  difference  of  price  between  what 

the 
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the  Colonies  paid  for  foreign  molafies  before 
the  Duty,  and  that  which  they  paid  for  the 
molafles  of  the  British  iflands  fince  the  dutv, 

J  ' 

is  a  tax  taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  Colonies  by  adt  of  parliament, 
and  put  into  the  pockets  of  the  planters  in 
the  Britilh  iflands.  Are  thefe  then  the  fort 
of  taxes  which  parliament  has  a  right  to  im- 
pofe  upon  the  Colonies  ?  Does  the  purpofe 
of  the  tax,  being  for  enriching  the  fugar 
planters  in  the  Britilh  iflands  at  the  expence 
of  the  Colonies  on  the  Continent,  make  it 
more  palatable  to  the  Colonies,  than  if  it 
were  for  the  general  fervice  of  protecting  and 
fecuring  themfelves?  And  after  all,  is  it  the 
privilege  of  being  taxed  by  parliament  for  the 
benefit  of  individuals  in  other  parts  of  the 
Britilh  empire,  and  an  exemption  from  taxes 

tor  the  general  good,  that  the  Colonies  are 
contending  for  ? 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  that  1  have 
fpent  more  time  and  taken  more  pains  in 
expofing  the  ablurdities  contained  in  this  ex¬ 
travagant  dodtrine,  of  a  right  in  parliament 
to  impofe  taxes  as  regulations  of  trade,  but 
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not  to  impofe  any  for  the  purpofe  of  revenue, 
than  the  importance  of  it  merited,  or  the 
authority  by  which  it  is  fupported  intitled  it 
to ;  for  it  would  be  fo  very  eafy  for  parlia¬ 
ment  to  draw  from  the  Colonies  whatever 
revenue  it  thought  fit  to  require,  under  the 
defcription  of  taxes  for  the  regulation  of  trade., 
that,  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  revenue,  it 
might  never  be  requifite  for  parliament  to 
impofe  any  taxes  whatever  on  the  Colonies, 
and  therefore  the  right  of  doing  fo  on  that 
account  is  not  worth  enquiring  into.  But 
whatever  impeaches  the  jurifdiition  of  par¬ 
liament  over  the  Colonies,  however  infigni- 
ficant  in  itfelf,  becomes  of  importance  from 
its  confequences ;  for  if  the  authority  of  the 
legiflative  be  not  in  one  inftance  equally  fu- 
preme  over  the  Colonies  as  it  is  over  the 
people  of  England,  then  are  not  the  Colo¬ 
nies  of  the  fame  community  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  England.  All  diftinftions  deftroy  this 
union ;  and  if  it  can  be  fhewn  in  any  parti¬ 
cular  to  be  diffolved,  it  rauft  be  fo  in  all 
inftances  whatever.  There  is  no  alternative : 
either  the  Colonies  are  a  part  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  of  Great  Britain,  or  they  are  in  a  hate 
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of  nature  with  refpedt  to  her,  and  in  no  cafe 
can  be  fubjedt  to  the  jurifdidtion  of  that  le¬ 
gislative  power  which  reprefents  her  com¬ 
munity,  which  is  the  British  parliament. 

However  faint  any  line  of  partition  may 
be  attempted  to  be  drawn  between  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  England  and  the  people  in  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  it  is  not  to  be  endured,  if  we  would 
preferve  the  union  between  them  as  one 
community,  and  the  fupremacy  of  parlia¬ 
ment  over  all  as  the  reprefentative  of  that 
community. 

If  the  Farmer’s  Letters  were  indeed  to  be 
considered  as  mere  fpcculative  eiTays  upon 
civil  government,  neither  the  juftnefs  or  ele¬ 
gance  of  the  compofltion,  the  knowledge 
of  the  fubjedt  handled,  or  tire  constitutional 
•-learning  difplayed  in  them,  would  give  them 
much  authority,  or  intitle  them  to  the  no¬ 
tice  I  have  taken  of  them ;  but  their  pur- 
pofe  being  to  excite  refentment  in  the  Colo¬ 
nies  againft  their  parent  country,  and  to  pufh 
them  on  to  a  feparation  from  her,  tendernefs 
tor  my  deluded  fellow-fubjedts  engaged  me 
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to  expofe  the  fallacies  and  abfurdities  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  impofed  upon  them  for  de- 
monftrative  truths ;  with  the  fame  view,  I 
fhall  now  feled  a  few  out  of  the  many  in- 
conliftencies  and  felf-contradidions  of  that 
writer.  “  If  (fays  he  in  his  firft  letter)  the 
“  Britifh  parliament  has  a  legal  authority  to 
“  order  that  we  fhall  furnifh  a  Jingle  article 
“  for  the  troops  here,  and  to  compel  obe- 
“  dience  to  that  order,  they  have  the  fame 
“  right  to  order  us  to  fupply  thofe  troops 
"  with  arms,  cloaths,  and  every  neceffary; 
££  and  to  compel  obedience  to  that  order 
££  alfo :  in  fhort,  to  lay  any  burdens  they  pleaj'e 
11  upon  us.  Again,  an  ad  of  parliament, 
“  commanding  us  to  do  a  certain  thing ,  if  it 
££  has  any  validity,  is  a  tax  upon  us  for  the 
f‘  expence  that  accrues  in  complying  with 
<£  it.”  In  another  place  in  the  fame  letter 
he  fays,  “  If  Great  Britain  can  order  us  to 
“  come  to  her  Jor  necejfaries  we  want ,  and 
“  can  order  us  to  pay  what  taxes  fhe  pleafes 
Cl  before  we  take  them  away ,  or  when  we 
'A  land  them  here,  we  are  as  abjed  Haves  as 
t£  France  and  Poland  can  fhew  in  wooden 
“  fhoes  and  with  uncombed  hair.” 

“  Let 
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"  Eet  us  (%'s  he  in  his  twelfth  letter) 
confider  ourfelves  as  men,  freemen,  chri- 
ftian-freemen,  [operated  from  the  ref  op 
the  too)  Id,  and  firmly  bound  together 
by  the  fame  rights,  interefts,  and  dan¬ 
gers.  “  What  (continues  he)  have  thefe 
Coiomes  to  afk  while  they  continue  free  ? 
or  what  have  they  to  dread,  but  infidious 
attempts  to  fubvert  their  freedom  ?  They 

“  Jorm  political  body  of  which  each  colony 
“  is  a  member." 

It  we  take  the  fenfe  of  thefe  feveral  paf- 
fages  together,  we  fhall  find  that  the  exer- 
ciie  of  fovereign  authority  over  the  Colonies 
is  conneded  fo  intimately  with  the  right  of 
taxation,  that  the  one  cannot  fubfift  without 
the  otner  in  any  cafe  whatfoever.  The  im- 

preffing  waggons  or  boats  for  the  tranfporta- 
tion  of  troops  or  their  baggage ;  the  quar¬ 
tering  them  even  upon  public  houfes ;  their 
trampling  down  a  man’s  fences  in  their 
march,  or  encamping  upon  his  grounds ;  their 
paffage  over  ferries  or  toll-bridges  — are  all 
taxes,  ltfeems ;  for  in  all  thefe  cafes,  fomething 
is  furnifhed  to  the  troops,  or  fomething  is 
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done  by  them,  or  fomething  is  commanded 
to  be  done  for  them,  from  whence  fame  ex~ 
pence  will  accrue  to  the  people  in  the  Colonies . 
And  if  parliament  has  no  right  to  require  any 
of  thefe  things  to  be  done,  without  the  con- 
fent  of  the  Colonies,  it  can  have  no  right 
to  keep  up  any  troops  in  the  Colonies,  or  to 
march  them  through  the  country  without 
their  confent,  which  is  repugnant  to  every 
idea  of  fovereignty  on  the  one  part,  and  of 
dependence  on  the  other ;  befides,  there  can 
be  neither  reftraints  nor  regulations  ot  trade 
but  what  mull  fall  within  lome  of  thefe  de- 
feriptions  of  taxes.  To  oblige  a  planter  to 
carry  his  products  to  a  port  of  entry,  when 
a  vefiel  can  take  them  in  at  his  own  landing- 
place,  nay,  to  oblige  a  merchant  to  (hip  his 
goods  from  the  cuitomhoufe-quay,  when 
another  wharf  is  more  convenient  to  him, 
is  to  command  the  planter  and  merchant  to  do 
certain  things  from  whence  expence  will  accrue. 
The  fees  paid  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms 
for  entries  and  clearances,  are  alfo  expences 
charged  upon  the  Colonies,  and  confequent- 
]y  taxes.  Confining  the  Colonies  to  purchafe 
fpmoiodities  or  manufactures  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain, 
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tain,  when  they  could  purchafe  them  at  a 
cheaper  rate  elfe  where,  is  taxing  them  in 
this  way  of  reafoning ;  obliging  the  Colonies 
to  fell  their  produ&s  in  Great  Britain,  or  to 
land  them  there  before  they  carry  them  to 
another  market,  is  likewile  a  tax  upon 
them — for  in  all  thefe  cafes,  they  are  com¬ 
manded  to  do  fomething  from  whence  expence 
accrues. 

All  the  taxes  which  are  paid  by  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  England,  inafmuch  as  they  ferve  to 
raife  the  price  of  labour  or  materials,  and 
thereby  raife  the  price  of  manufactures,  are 
all  taxes  upon  the  people  of  the  Colonies, 
who  are  obliged  to  purchafe  thofe  manufac¬ 
tures  at  our  prices,  and  may  not  get  them 
from  other  countries. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  trace  this  dodtrine 
of  taxes  through  all  its  confequences.  I 
have  already  gone  far  enough  to  Ihew,  that 
upon  Mr.  Dickenfon’s  principles,  where  they 
cannot  be  impofed,  there  can  be  neither  re- 
ftraints  upon  trade,  nor  exercife  of  fovereign 
authority;  and  that  if  Great  Britain  does 
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not  pofiefs  the  right  of  taxing  the  Colonies, 
fhe  has  no  right  to  exercife  any  jurifdidion 
over  them  ;  but  that  the  Colonies  are,  as 
Mr.  Dickenfon  fays  they  are,  of  themfelves, 
“  a  diftindt  community,  or  one  political 
“  body  of  which  each  colony  is  a  member, 
“  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  world,” 
and  especially  from  Great  Britain.  Yet  not- 
withftanding,  thefe  are  clearly  the  confe- 
quences  which  muft  follow  from  his  pre- 
mi  fe  ;  and  that  fuch  are  the  confequences  the 
Colon  ies  mean  fhould  fellow  from  them  ; 

1 

yet  Mr.  Dickenfon,  not  caring  to  difeoverthe 
whole  of  their  purpofe  fo  fully  at  prefent, 
in  the  beginning  of  his  fecond  letter,  thus  ex- 
prefies  himfelf :  '*c  The  parliament  unquef- 
<c  tionably  poffefs  a  legal  authority  to  regulate 
<c  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  and  all  her 
£t  Colonies :  fuch  an  authority  is  eflential 
££  to  the  relation  between  a  mother  country 
£t  and  her  Colonies,  and  neceftary  for  the 
£t  common  good  of  all.  He  who  confiders 
££  thefe  provinces,  as  Jlates  difhnff  from  the 
C£  Britifh  empire ,  has  very  {lender  notions  of 
£t  juftice,  or  of  their  interefts :  we  are  hit 
?£  parts  of  a  whole,  and  therefore  there  mujl 
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<<  exifi  a  power fomewhere  to  prcfide  and  pre - 
“  ferve  the  connection  in  due  order  •,  this  power 
C!  is  lodged  in  the  parliament."  Again,  in  the 
fame  letter,  he  fays,  “  that  we  (the  Colonies) 
M  may  be  legally  bound,  by  a£t  of  parlia- 
!£  ment,  to  pay  any  general  duties  on  thefe 
“  commodities,  that  is,  paper  and  glafs 
“  &c.  relative  to  the  regulation  of  trade, 
<<  is  granted".  How  it  comes  to  pafs  that 
thefe  general  duties  do  ?iot  occafion  an 
exper.ce  to  the  people  who  pay  them ,  Mr. 
Dickenfon  has  not  told  us,  or  in  what 
manner  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  can 
exercife  its  legal  authority  to  regulate  the 
trade  of  the  Colonies,  and  prefide  over  the 
the  whole ,  and  preferve  the  connexion  in  due 
order ,  without  a  power  of  commanding  the 
Colonies  to  furnijh  a  Jingle  article  for  fuch 
part  of  the  national  forces,  as  it  may,  for 
thefe  purpofes,  be  thought  fit  to  ftation 
among  them;  or  what  fort  of  regulations 
of  trade  parliament  can  devife,  from  the 
obfervance  of  which  no  expence  will  ac¬ 
crue  to  the  Colonies,  are  matters  which  he 
has  not  thought  proper  to  explain. 
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But  thefe  are  not  all  the  difficulties  which 
occur  in  this  extraordinary  performance. 
The  definition  of  a  tax,  fays  this  writer,  in 
his  fourth  letter,  is,  that  it  is  an  impojition 
on  the  fubjeSl,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  le¬ 
vying  money.  Ail  taxes  whatever,  there¬ 
fore,  which  are  not  impofed  with  this  foie 
purpofe ,  are  no  taxes  at  all  ;  and  neither  the 
impofing  or  the  levying  the  tax,  can  there¬ 
fore  be  the  grievance,  but  the  purpofe  for 
which  it  is  granted ,  or  the  ufe  to  which  it  is 
applied.  But  in  his  ninth  letter,  he  changes 
his  opinion  j  for,  fays  he,  “  if  money  be  raifed 
“  upon  us  by  others,  without  our  confent, 
“  for  our  defence,  thofe  who  are  the  judges 
“  in  levying  it>  muff  alfo  be  the  judges  in 
“  applying  it.  With  what  face  can  we  dif- 
“  pute  the  faff,  after  having  granted,  that 
“  thofe  who  apply  the  money  had  a  right  to 
“  levy  it  ?  Befides,”  he  goes  on,  ‘‘the  right 
“  of  levying  is  of  infinitely  more  confequence 
“  than  that  of  applying The  reference 
he  makes  to  the  praffife  in  England,  in 
order  to  elucidate  his  reafoning  in  this 
particular,  is  an  equal  proof  of  his  know¬ 
ledge 
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ledge  of  the  conftitution  of  this  country, 
and  of  his  qualifications  as  a  critic  upon 
its  government.  “  The  people  of  Eng¬ 
land,  fays  he,  who  would  burft  out  into 
fury,  if  the  crown  fhould  attempt  to  levy 
money  by  its  own  authority,  have  always 
aligned  to  the  crown  the  application  oj 
“  money’.' 
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Perhaps  all  thefe  feeming  abfurdities  and 
contradictions  would  be  reconciled  or  obvi¬ 
ated,  if  we  rightly  underftood  the  account  he 
gives  us  in  the  firft  page  of  his  firft  letter,  of 
the  connection  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
Colonies ;  and  it  is  a  pity  his  learned  editor 
has  not  given  the  public  adiflertation  upon  that 
mod  ingenious  and  inftruCtive  pafiage.  “  We 
«  are,”  that  is,  the  Colonies  are,  fays  he  “  as 
“  much  dependent  on  Great  Britain,  as  a  per- 
“  feflly  free  people  can  be  on  another.” 

But  the  main  objection,  and  on  which 
all  the  other  objections  made  by  the  Colo¬ 
nies  againft  the  right  of  parliament  to 
impofe  taxes  upon  them,  is  founded,  re¬ 
mains  to  be  examined.  “  They  tell  us,  that 
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*t  is  the  true  principle  of  government, 
tliat  no  man  fliould  pay  a  tax  to  which 
ie  does  not  confent,  either  in  his  own 
“  perfon,  or  by  his  reprefentative  chofen  by 

“  him  ■,  that  the  Colonies  are  not  reprefen  ted 

“  in  the  Britifh  parliament,  and  therefore 
“  cannot  be  taxed  by  it.” 

This  doctrine,  that  taxation  and  repre- 
fentation  upon  the  true  principles  of  go¬ 
vernment  mud;  go  together,  is  fo  well  cal¬ 
culated  to  captivate  the  multitude  in  this 
country,  and  fo  flattering  to  the  Americans, 
as  it  intirely  abrogates  the  authority  of  par¬ 
liament  to  tax  the  Colonies ;  that  it  is  not 
furprizing  it  has  found  partizans  in  Great 
Britain,  and  has  been  univerfally  adopted  in 
America,  without  much  enquiry  or  exami¬ 
nation  into  its  foundation,  in  reafon  or  fad. 
And  yet,  if  it  be  applied,  as  in  the  inftance 
before  us,  to  an  adual  or  a  diJhnSl  repre- 
fentation  of  all  thofe  who  are  taxed ,  and  no 
other  will  ferve  the  purpofe  of  the  Colonies, 
it  is  not  true  of  any  government  now  exifting, 
nor,  I  believe,  of  any  which  ever  did  exift. 
In  this  fenfe  it  neither  is  nor  ever  was  true 

in 
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in  Great  Britain  !  It  is  not  true  in  any  of  the 
charter  or  royal  governments  in  America : 
it  is  not  true  in  the  province  of  MalTachufets 
Bay,  in  which,  by  the  laft  hiftory  of  it, 
there  appears  not  only  to  be  a  multitude 
of  individuals,  but  even  forty  townfhips  of 
freeholders  now  taxed,  who  have  no  diftindt 
reprefentatives :  fo  far  therefore  is  this  doc¬ 
trine  of  diffcindt  reprefentation  and  taxation 
from  going  together,  “  being  joined  by  God 
“  himfelf;  founded  in  the  eternal  law  of 
“  nature  ;  having  grown  up  with  the  confli- 
“  tution  of  England;”  that  it  never  exifted, 
either  in  England,  or  any  other  country  in 
the  world. 

The  origin  of  parliament  in  England 

\ 

lies  hid  indeed  in  the  obfcurity  of  anti¬ 
quity  ;  we  only  know,  that  antecedent 
to  the  times  which  our  hiftories  run  back 
to,  the  great  men  of  the  realm,  who  held 
their  lands  in  capite  from  the  crown,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  king,  compoied  the  fupreme 
legiflature.  The  confent  of  thofe  who  held 
their  lands  of  the  crown  was  therefore 
neceffary,  from  time  immemorial,  to  give 
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being  to  every  law,  by  which  the  people 
of  England  were  bound.  But  it  cannot 
be  laid,  that  thele  tenants  in  capite  were 
then  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of 
England,  in  any  other  fenfe  of  the  term, 
than  the  lords  of  parliament  may  now 
be  faid  to  be  their  reprefentatives.  And 
when,  from  the  frequent  forfeitures  of  the 
great  tenants,  and  the  parcelling  out  their 
lands  among  the  fucceffive  kings  favorites ; 
from  the  granting  away  the  patrimony  of 
the  crown  to  fundry  individuals,  and  from 
a  variety  of  other  caufes,  the  tenants  in 
capite  became  too  numerous  for  all  to  af- 
femble  in  parliament,  and  many  of  them 
were  too  poor  to  bear  the  charge  of  an  at¬ 
tendance  there  j  the  device  of  fending  a 
few  of  their  body,  as  reprefentatives  of  the 
whole  of  thefe  leffer  tenants,  was  hit  upon. 
Yet,  even  thefe  deputies  of  the  leffer  tenants 
were  not  the  diftind  reprefentatives  of  the 
people  of  England ;  they  diftindtly  reprefented 
thofeonly  who  in  themfelves  had  a  right 
to  a  lhare  in  the  legillature,  and  by  whom  they 
were  deputed  or  eletted. 


In 
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In  Dodtor  Robertfon’s  celebrated  hiftory  of 
Scotland,  we  have  a  full  account  of  a  fimilar 
tranla&ion  in  that  kingdom,  where  the  con¬ 
futation  was  the  fame  with  the  ancient  con- 
ftitution  of  England ;  and  a  copy  of  the  pe¬ 
tition  of  the  lelfer  tenants  to  parliament,  for 
leave  to  fend  reprefentatives,  is  there  given 
in  the  appendix.  But  a  {till  more  recent 
inftance  to  the  fame  purpofe  is  to  be  met 
with  in  the  treaty  of  union  between  the  two 
kingdoms.  We  there  fee  the  peers  of  Scot¬ 
land,  all  of  whom  had  an  unqueftionable 
right  to  a  perfonal  fhare  in  the  legiflature  of 
that  kingdom,  relinquifhing  their  individual 
right,  and  taking  up  with  a  right  of  fending 
{ixteen  of  their  body  as  reprefentatives  of  the 
whole  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain.  It 
is  not  pretended  that  thefe  fixteen  peers  of 
Scotland  are  the  diflindl  reprefentatives  of 
the  people  of  Scotland,  from  their  being 
eledted  by  the  peers  of  Scotland ;  and  why 
fhould  the  knights  of  (hires  in  that  kingdom 
or  in  England  be  called  the  diftridt  reprefenta¬ 
tives  of  the  people  of  Scotland  or  of  England, 
becaufe  they  are  elected  by  the freeholders  in 
each  kingdom  ?  They  diftindtly  reprefent  thofe 
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who  eledl  them,  and  who  have  a  right  by 
the  conftitution  to  be  diftindlly  reprefented, 
and  they  diftindlly  reprefent  no  one  elfe  •,  nor 
are  the  members  fent  to  parliament  by  bo¬ 
roughs  and  corporations,  more  properly  the 
diftindl  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  than  are  the  knights  of  the  (hires. 
All  the  corporations  and  boroughs  who  eledl 
members  for  parliament,  do  it  by  virtue  of 
a  charter  for  that  purpole  from  the  crown, 
or  by  prefcription,  which,  in  law,  prefup- 
pofes  a  grant  or  charter  beyond  time  of  me¬ 
mory.  The  kings  of  England  for  many 
centuries  conftantly  exercifed  the  right  of 
creating  corporations,  with  the  power  of 
chufing  members  to  parliament,  and  veiled 
that  power  in  many  or  in  a  few  at  their 
difcretion  j  (ome  of  thefe,  particularly  the 
two  univerfities,  were  incorporated  for  that 
purpofe  fo  late  as  the  reign  of  James  the 
Firft;  and,  unlefs  it  is  retrained  by  the  adt 
of  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  I  do  not  know 
that  this  power  has  ever  been  taken  away. 
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*This  right  in  corporations  of  electing  re-* 
prefentatives  to  parliament,  is  therefore  clear¬ 
ly  derived  from  the  grant  of  the  crown  ;  and 
the  members  of  the  corporation  exercile 
that  right,  becaufe  the  corporation  holds  of 
the  crown.  A  corporation  feems  to  be  an¬ 
alogous  to  a  great  barony  or  county,  held  in 
capite  from  the  crown,  the  tenant  for  the 
whole  of  which  had  a  right  to  a  perfonal 
fhare  in  the  legillative  ;  but  the  crown 
choofingto  divide  the  lands  among  a  number 
of  individuals,  the  whole  right  to  a  feat  in  the 
legillative  alfembly  cannot  be  claimed  by 
any  one  individual,  it  being  the  common  or 
joint  right  of  all  the  members.  But  they  can 
by  their  election  unite  the  right  of  the 
whole  body  in  fucli  perlon  as  they  depute 
to  reprefent  their  body.  Hence  does  it 
appear,  that  the  reprelentatives  fent  to  parli¬ 
ament  by  corporations,  are  the  difiinB  repre- 
fentatives  only  of  thofe  who  are  members 
of  the  feveral  corporations ;  that  is,  of  fuch 
as  partake  of  thefe  grants  from  the  crown, 
and  hold  under  them  :  for  to  fay,  that  re- 
prefentatives  chofen  by  perhaps  twelve  men, 
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or  the  majority  of  twelve,  which  is  feven, 
incorporated  by  the  crown  for  that  purpofe, 
are  the  actual  or  diflinct  representatives  of 
the  whole  people,  is  to  confound  all  ideas 
of  language  or  things. 

How  then  can  it  be  faid,  that  taxes  im- 
pofed  by  a  houfe  of  commons,  conftituted, 
as  we  have  feen,  by  the  freeholders  in  coun¬ 
ties  and  members  of  corporations,  are  given 
by  the  confent  of  the  maiority  of  the  people, 
or  their  deputies,  at  the  time  being. 

It  is,  moreover,  worthy  of  remark,  that 
thefe  members  fent  to  parliament  by  the 
freeholders  and  corporations,  are  not  called 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people ,  but  the 
commons  in  parliament .  They  are  fo  flyled 
in  all  the  old  writs  and  records ;  they  are  fo 
flyled  to  this  day  in  every  adt  of  parliament ; 
and  they  adt  not  only  for  their  own  particu¬ 
lar  communities,  by  whom  they  are  feverally 
elected,  but  each  of  them  for  the  com¬ 
munity  of  the  whole. 
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The  iubjects  of  Great  Britain  are  net,  how¬ 
ever,  without  their  reprefentatives,  though 
the  members  who  compofe  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  cannot  be  faid  to  be  didimflly  fo. 
Neither  are  they  bound  by  laws,  nor  is  their 
money  taken  from  them  without  their  own 
eonfent  given  by  their  reprefentatives.  The 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons  are  their  repre¬ 
fentatives  j  for  to  them  it  is  that  they  have 
delegated  their  individual  rights  over  their 
lives,  liberties,  and  property  j  and  fo  long  as 
they  approve  of  that  form  of  government, 
and  continue  under  it,  fo  long  do  they  con- 
fent  to  whatever  is  done  by  thofe  they  have 
intruded  with  their  rights. 


•  “  Laws  they  are  not  (fays  Hooker)  which 
ct  public  approbation  hath  not  made  fo. 
"  Lut  approbation  not  only  they  give ,  who 
perfonally  declare  their  affent  by  voice, 
“  hgn>  or  a£t,  but  alfo  when  others  do  it  in 
“  their  names,  by  right  originally  at  the  leaf 
cc  derived  from  them.  And  to  be  command- 
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ed  we  do  eonfent,  when  that  fociety  where¬ 
of  we  are  part  hath  at  any  time  before 
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“  confented ,  without  revoking  the  fame  after 
“  by  the  like  univerfal  agreement.”  And 
Mr.  Locke,  who  followed  this  learned 
invefligator  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  in 
his  anfwer  to  Sir  Robert  Filmer,  after 
having  {hewn  that  the  origin  of  all  power 
is  from  the  people  only  ;  that  every  form 
of  government,  whether  a  democracy,  an 
oligarchy,  an  elective  or  heriditary  mon¬ 
archy,  is  nothing  more  than  a  trufl  delegated 
by  the  fociefy  to  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  ap¬ 
pointed,  lays  it  down  as  a  fundamental  maxim 
in  all  governments :  “  That  the  legijlatke  is 
“  the  joint  power  of  every  member  of  the  fo- 
“  ciety,  given  up  to  that  perfon  or  aflembly 
1 1  which  is  legiflator ;  and  that  even  the  execu- 
“  five,  when  vefted  in  a  Angle  perfon,  is  to  be 
“  confidered  as  the  reprefentative  of  the  common- 
“  wealth .”  And  he  then  adds  ;  “  Nobody 
tt  doubts  but  an  exprej's  confent  of  any  man 
entering  into  fociety,  makes  him  a  p^rfedt 
“  member  of  that  fociety,  a  iubject  of  that 
.  “  government.  The  difficulty  is  what 
<c  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  tacit  confent  $ 
«  and  to  this  I  fay,  that  every  man  that  hath 

“  any 
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£C  any  pofefions  or  enjoyment  of  any  part  oj 
“  the  dominions  of  any  government ,  doth 
“  thereby  give  his  tacit  confent,  and  is  as  far 
“  forth  obliged  to  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
“  that  government  during  fuch  enjoyment,  as 
“  any  one  under  it'd 

Upon  this  principle,  the  king  and  the 
two  houfes  of  parliament,  are  by  our  con- 
flitution  reprefentatives  of  the  legiflative, 
as  the  king  alone  is  of  the  executive  power 
of  the  commonwealth  ;  and,  upon  this  prin¬ 
ciple,  every  fubjedt  of  Great  Britain,  when 
he  is  taxed  by  parliament,  is  taxed  by  his 
own  confent,  for  he  is  then  taxed  by  confent 
of  thofe  whom  the  fociety  has  impowered 
to  adt  for  the  whole  and  every  member 
of  the  community  muft  therefore  fubfcribe 

I 

his  tacit  confent  to  all  fuch  taxes  as  may 
be  impofed,  or  other  legiflative  adds  that 
may  be  done  by  thofe  whom  the  fociety  has 
appointed,  as  long  as  the  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  fublifts.  This  is  the  Brit  if  conjlitu- 
tion  j  and  if  the  Britifh  fubjedts  in  America 
ftill  continue  to  be  part  of  our  community 
it  follows  that  they  alfo  are  represented  by 
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the  British  legiflative,  and  equally  bound  by 
its  laws. 


That  the  fiift  inhabitants  of  the  Colonies 
weic  part  of  the  Britifh  community,  and 
bound  to  obey  its  legiflative  power  m  all  re- 
fpedl^  as  any  other  fuhjedts  at  the  time  of  the 
ejlablijlment  of  thofe  Colonies,  will  not  be 

denied.  IIow  then  has  that  obedience  been 
alteied  01  icleafed?  Thofe  Colonies  were  all 


ci  eated  by  charters  or  temporary  authori¬ 
ties,  from  the  executive  power  of  this  com¬ 
munity,  except  in  the  cafes  of  Jamaica, 
New  York,  and  the  late  acquiiitions  of 
Quebec,  the  Ceded  Iflands,  and  the  Two 


Horidas,  which  were  conquefts  made  by 
this  community  upon  foreign  powers,  and 
luch  oi  their  iubjedts  as  remained  were  in¬ 
corporated  with  us  under  our  laws  and  obe¬ 
dience.  And  it  cannot,  we  have  feen,  be 
pretended,  that  this  obedience  has  been  al¬ 
tered  or  releafed  by  charters  or  authorities 
from  the  executive  power;  for,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  obedience  to  the  laws  of  Great 


Britain,  without  any  rejiriciion ,  is  expredy 
referved  in  every  one  of  them,  and  parti¬ 


cularly 
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cularly  the  right  of  taxation  is  mentioned 
and  referved  to  the.  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  by  the  charter  of  Pennfylvania,  in 
which  colony  Mr.  Dickenfon  wrote  his 
Farmer’s  Letters. 

But  fuppofe  it  had  been  otherwife ;  can  it 
be  contended,  that  the  executive  power  of 
the  crown,  can,  by  any  grant  or  authority, 
alter  or  annul  the  legillative  power  in  the 
article  of  taxation,  or  any  other  ?  Will  thole 
who  contend  that  this  right  of  taxation  be¬ 
longs  only  to,  and  can  only  be  exercifed  by  the 
deputies  of  the  people,  contend  at  the  lame 
time  for  a  right  in  the  crown  or  executive 
to  annul  or  reftrain  the  legillative  power, 
partly  compofed  as  it  is  of  thefe  deputies, 
in  that  very  article  of  taxation  ?  If  they  do, 
let  them  hear  Mr.  Locke  in  reply.  He 
will  tell  them,  that  <c  even  the  legijlative 
“  power  z7/£//  cannot  transfer  the  power  of 
“  making  laws  to  any  other  hands  ;  for  it 
{t  being  but  a  delegated  power  from  the 
“  people,  they  who  have  it  cannot  pafs  it 
“  over  to  others.”  He  fays,  moreover,  that 
11  all  obedience,  which,  by  the  moll  folcmn 
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ties  any  one  can  be  obliged  to  pay,  uk 
timately  terminates  in  this  lupreme  power, 
“  the  legislative,  and  is  direded  by  thofe* 
laws  which  it  enads ;  nor  can  any  oaths 
to  any  foreign  power  whatfoever,  or  any 
domeftic  fubordinate  power,  difcharge  any 
“  member  of  the  fociety  from  his  obe- 
“  dience  t0  the  legislative,  ading  purfuant 
to  their  truft  ■,  nor  oblige  him  to  any  obe- 
“  dience  contrary  to  the  laws  fo  enadea, 
“  or  farther  than  they  do  aliow;  it  being 
ridiculous  to  imagine,  one  can  be  tied  nl- 
“  timately  to  obey  any  power  in  the  fociety 
“  which  is  not  fupreme.”  He  fays  in 
another  place  j  “  there  can  be  but  one  fu- 
“  preme  power,  which  is  the  legislative, 
ft  to  which  all  the  reft  are  and  muft  be 
“  fubordinate.” 

It  is  however  pretended,  that  the  lands 
in  America  lying  without  the  realm,  and 
appertaining  to  the  king  only,  their  pofleifors 
cannot  from  thofe  circumftances  be  fubjed 
to  the jurifdidion  of  parliament,  whofe  au¬ 
thority  is  neceflarily  confined  within  the 
limits  of  the  realm.  This  plea,  it  is  pre¬ 
fumed, 


[  73  ] 

fumed,  cannot  be  made  by  the  inhabitants 
of  fuch  lands  as  were  conquered  by  the 
forces  of  the  Britifh  ftate  from  foreign 
powers,  or  ceded  to  Great  Britain  by  treaty. 
Thofe  conquefts  or  ceffions  are  furely  the 
dominions  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
not  the  private  property  of  the  king,  which 
have  thus  been  acquired  by  the  efforts,  the 
blood,  and  treafureof  the  community;  and 
indeed  Mr.  Dickenfon  puts  thefe  out  of  the 
queftion  in  all  that  he  fays  of  the  rights 
of  the  Colonies. 

But  does  the  difeovery  of  countries  by 
tiie  fubjedls  of  the  Britifh  ftate,  or  the 
ceffion  of  them  by  the  natives,  make  thofe 
countries  more  particularly  the  private  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  king,  than  would  the  conqueff 
of  them  by  force  of  arms  from  a  foreign 
prince,  or  the  acquifition  of  them  by 
treaty  ?  The  difference  only  lies  in  the 
change  of  the  term,  the  Crown  for  that  of 
the  King ;  but  that  change  has  been  made 
without  authority,  either  of  reafon  or  faff. 
The  kings  of  England  never  had  perfonally, 
nor  ever  claimed  to  have  any  property  in  the 
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lands  in  the  Colonies.  Thofe  of  them  who 
carried  their  claims  of  prerogative  the 
higheft,  never  pretended  to  have  any  other 
title  to  thofe  lands  than  what  they  derived 
from  their  pofleflion  of  the  crown  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  they  granted  them  under  that 
title  to  their  prefent  po  fie  lib  is,  or  their  an¬ 
cestors  ;  for  all  grants  of  lands  in  the 
Colonies  have  been  made  under  the  great 
feal  of  England,  or  by  authority  derived 
under  the  great  feal  of  England,  which  is 
the  fame  thing,  from  the  firft  difeovery  of 
America  to  this  day, 

No  man,  at  leaft  no  lawyer,  will  pretend, 
that  the  great  feal  of  England  is  the  private 
feal  of  the  king.  It  is  the  feal  of  the  State, 
and  diftinguifhes  the  acts  of  the  State  from 
the  private  acts  of  the  king  •,  now,  had  the 
kings  of  England  claimed  to  hold  the  lands 
in  the  Colonies  as  their  own  private  eft  ate, 
they  would  have  granted  them  of  their  own 
private  authority,  and  paffed  them  under 
their  own  private  feal,  and  not  under  the 
great  feal  of  England.  The  very  nature  of 
the  grant  or  charter  is  therefore  an  undeni¬ 
able 

I 


[  75  3 

able  proof,  that  the  lands  in  the  Colonies 
are,  and  always  have  been,  the  polfeffions 
or  dominions  of  the  crown  of  England,  and 
not  the  private  perfonal  property  of  the  kings 
of  England.  And  it  is  an  equally  undeni¬ 
able  confequence,  that  thofe  who  hold  thofe 
lands  under  fuch  grants  or  charters,  or  by 
whatever  title  which  derives  its  authority 
originally  or  immediately  under  the  great 
feal  of  England,  hold  them  of  the  crown  of 
England ,  and  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  realm  • 
for  the  crown’s  eftate  mud  necefiarily  be 
within  the  realm,  fince  it  is  the  eftate  or 
dominions  of  the  crown  (though  not  of  the 
king)  which  make  the  realm.  What  then 
are  the  quit-rents  which  are  paid  by  the  pof- 
felfors  of  lands  in  the  Colonies  to  the  crown, 
or  to  thofe  who  derive  under  the  crown, 
but  a  tax  impofed  by  authority  of  the  great 
feal  of  England  on  fuch  who  fhould  take 
poffeffion  of  thofe  lands,  not  only  as  an 
acknowledgment  of  their  fealty  and  allegi¬ 
ance,  but  for  the  purpofc  of  revenue  ? 

Thofe  quit- rents  are  a  part  of  the  unap¬ 
propriated  revenue  of  the  Hate,  and,  as 

Juch, 
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fuch ,  become  the  property  of  the  crown 
r, without  account.  But  it  is  not  the  private 
property  of  the  king ;  for  the  king  cannot 
alienate  it,  or  give  it  away  from  the  fuccef- 
for  to  the  crown,  for  a  longer  term  than  he 
can  alienate  or  give  away  other  unappropri¬ 
ated  revenues  ariling  in  England. 

The  lands  in  all  the  Colonies  having 
therefore  been  clearly  fhewn  to  be  part  of 
the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
poffelfors  of  them  to  hold  them  under  au¬ 
thorities  and  titles  derived  from  the  Britifh 
ftate,  Mr.  Locke  would  require  no  other 
proof  of  the  right  of  the  legiflative  power  of 
Great  Britain  to  the  obedience  of  the  poffelT- 
ors  of  thofe  lands ;  for,  fpeaking  of  the 
manner  by  which  a  man  tacitly  makes  him- 
felf  a  fubjedt  of  any  country  or  government, 
he  fays ; 

“  It  is  commonly  fuppofed,  that  a  father 
“  could  oblige  his  pofterity  to  that  govern- 
“  ment  of  which  he  himfelf  was  a  fubjedt, 
“  and  that  his  compadt  held  them  ;  whereas 
«  it  being  only  a  necejjary  condition  annexed 

“  ta 
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cc  f0  the  land ,  and  the  inheritance  of  an  cfiate 
“  which  is  under  that  government ,  reaches 
<C  on]y  thofe  who  will  take  it  on  that  condi- 
“  tion,  and  fo  is  no  natural  tie  or  engage- 
ment,  but  a  voluntary  fubmiftion ;  for  every 
“  man’s  children,  being  by  nature  as  free  as 
“  himfelf,  or  any  of  his  anceftors  ever  were, 

“  may  ,whilft  they  are  in  that  freedom,  choofe 
«  what  fociety  they  will  join  themfelves  to, 
«  what  commonwealth  they  will  put  them- 
“  felves  under  ;  but  if  they  will  enjoy  thein- 
“  heritance  of  their  anceftors ,  they  muft  take 
“  it  on  the  fame  terms  their  anceftors  had  it , 
“  and  fubmit  to  all  the  conditions  annexed  to 
“  ftuch  a  poftcftionl'  “  Whoever  (fays  he  in 
‘c  another  place)  by  inheritance,  purchaJCf 
«  permiftion,  or  otherways ,  enjoys  any  part 
“  of  the  land  fo  annexed  to,  and  under 
“  the  government  of,  that  commonwealth, 
<c  muft  take  it  with  the  condition  it  is  un- 
“  der  ;  that  is,  of  fubmitting  to  the  govern- 
‘c  ment  of  the  commonwealth  under  whofe 
“  jurifdi Elion  it  is,  as  far  forth  as  any  Jub- 
“  jeEl  of  it." 


I  have 
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I  have  quoted  tnefe  paffages  from  Mn 
Lockes  Txeatife  upon  Civil  Government* 
bccaufe  his  opinions  in  this  treatife  have  been 
ptincipally  lelied  on  as  the  foundation  of 
many  extravagant  and  abfurd  propofitions 
which  lie  nevet  meant  to  encourage  j  and 
becaufe  I  have  the  high  ell;  regard  in  gene- 
tal  toi  the  good  feme  and  free  fpint  of  that 
excellent  work,'  written  to  defend  the  na¬ 
tural  rights  of  men,  and  particularly  the 
principles  of  our  conftitution,  when  they 
were  attacked  both  by  force  and  fraud: 
although,  at  the  fame  time,  there  are  fome 
palfages  in  it,  which  probably  the  temper 
and  fafhion  of  that  age  drew  from  him,  in 
which  I  can  by  no  means  agree  with  him, 
efpecially  when  he  defines  prerogative  to  be 
“  a  power  in  the  prince  to  act  according  to 
“  difcretim  for  the  public  good,  without 
“  the  prefcription  of  the  law,  and  fome- 
“  times  even  againft  it  5”  and  when  he  en¬ 
deavours  to  prove  that  the  executive  power, 
bythejufi:  prerogative  of  the  prince,  hath 
<£  aright  to  regulate,  not  by  old  cuftom,  but 
<c  by  true  reafon,  the  number  of  members  in 
5  “  all 
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“  all  places  that  have  a  right  to  be  diftin&ly  re- 
“  prefented ;  becaufe  this  would  be  manifeftly 
‘ c  for  the  good  of  the  people,  and  therefore 
“  is,  and  always  will  be,  juft  prerogative.” 


The  firft  of  thefe  propositions  evidently 
fets  up  a  difpenfing  power  in  the  prince  over 
the  laws,  when  properly  exercifed  :  and  by 
the  latter,  “  the  prince  by  his  own  autho- 
“  rity  might  vary  the  meafures  of  reprefen- 
“  tation,  and  thofe  places  which  have  a  juft 
<c  right  to  be  represented,  which  before  had 
<c  none ;  and  by  the  fame  reafon,  thofe 
“  ceafe  to  have  a  right,  and  be  too  incon- 
“  fiderable  for  fuch  a  privilege  which  before 
“  had  it.”  Such  an  alteration  of  the  con¬ 
stitution,  and  depriving  many  boroughs  of 
the  right  to  be  diftindtly  reprefented,  which 
they  now  enjoy,  however  advantageous  it 
might  be  to  the  people  of  England  that  the 
members  who  compole  the  houfe  ot  com- 
-  mons  Should  be  fairly  and  equally  chofen, 
could  not  be  lawfully  made  by  the  prerogative 
of  the  pnnee,  in  whom,  by  our  constitution, 
no  fuch  power  is  vefted ;  and  whofe  preroga¬ 
tive  is  as  much  afeertained  and  reftrained 
by  the  laws,  as  the  rights  and  properties  ol: 

the 
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the  fubjedt.  I  mean  not  by  this  to  throw 
any  blame  upon  Mr.  Locke,  but  merely  to 
fhew,  that  in  a  work  of  this  extent  there 
mull  be  fome  inaccuracies  and  errors,  and 
that  it  is  not  an  infallible  guide  in  all  cafes. 
He  is  not  however  to  be  charged  with  the 

O 

opinions  imputed  to  him  by  fome  late  igno¬ 
rant  commentators,  upon  certain  pafiages 
in  this  treatife,  who  have  made  him  fpeak 
a  language  in  the  latter  part  of  his  eleventh 
chapter  dire&ly  contradictory  to  the  whole 
tenor  of  his  work.  His  words  are  :  “  The 
“  fupreme  power  cannot  take  from  any  man 
“  any  part  of  his  property  without  his  own 
“  confent  for  the  prefervation  of  property 
“  being  the  end  of  government,  and  that 
“  for  which  men  enter  into  fociety,  it  ne- 
“  ceffarily  fuppofes  and  requires  that  the 
“  people  iliould  have  property,  without 
“  which  they  muft  be  fuppofed  to  lofe  that 
“  by  entering  into  fociety  which  was  the 
“  end  for  which  they  entered  into  it — - 
“  too  grofs  an  abfurdity  for  any  man  to 
“  own.  Men  therefore  in  fociety  having 
<c  property,  they  have  fuch  a  right  to  the 
“  goods  which  by  the  law  of  the  community 

“  are 
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ci't  c  f heirs,  that  no  body  hath  a  right  to 
£c  take  their  fubftance,  or  any  part  of  it, 
f  i  om  them,  without  their  own  confent  * 
cc  without  this  they  have  no  property  at  all ; 
for  I  have  no  property  in  that  which  an¬ 
other  can  by  right  take  from  me,  when 
he  pleafes,  againft  mv  confent.  Hence 

%  J  • 

it  is  a  mi  (lake  to  think,  that  the  fupreme 
legiflative  power  of  any  commonwealth 
<c  can  do  what  it  will ,  and  difpofe  of  the 
eflates  oj  the  fubjecls  arbitrarily,  or  take 
cc  any  part  of  them  at  plea  fared  Again  : 

<c  The  prince  or  fenate,  however  it  may 
cc  have  power  to  make  laws  for  the  regu- 
<c  lating  of  property  between  the  fubjedts, 
one  amongfl;  another,  yet  can  never  have 
<c  a  power  to  take  to  themfelves  the  whole, 
cc  or  any  part  of  the  fubjedfs  property,  with- 
<c  out  their  own  confent ;  for  this  would  be 

<v  in  effedt,  to  leave  them  no  property  at 
“  all.” 

That  Mr.  Locke  in  thefe  paflages  means 
no  more  than,  that  the  fupreme  legiflative 
has  no  right  to  take  the  property  of  any  indi¬ 
vidual  of  the  community,  and  apply  it  to 
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his  or  their  own  private  ufe  or  purpofe,  if 
not  fufficiently  evident  from  the  expreffions 
themfelves,  mull  appear  fo  from  the  in- 
ftance  by  which  he  explains  them :  Nei- 
“  ther  the  ferjeant  (fays  he)  that  could 
“  command  a  foldier  to  march  up  to  the 
“  mouth  of  a  cannon,  or  Hand  in  a  breach 
“  where  he  is  almoft  fure  to  periffi,  can 
“  command  that  foldier  to  give  him  one 
«  penny  of  his  money  ;  nor  the  general  that 
“  can  condemn  him  to  death  for  deferting 
<<  his  port,  or  for  not  obeying  the  mod;  def- 
“  perate  orders,  can  yet,  with  all  his  abfo- 
“  lute  power  of  life  and  death,  dijpofe  of  one 
“  farthing  oj  that  Joldier  s  efiate}  or  jerze  one 
“  jot  oj  his  good  si’ 

Every  one  knows,  that  in  all  armies  that 
ever  had  pay,  the  officers  punijhed  the  fol- 
diers  by  ftoppages  and  pecuniary  muldts ; 
and  in  fo  doing,  took  the  money  cut  of  the 
foldiers  pockets ,  but  then  they  did  it  not  for 
their  own  private  emolument  they  did  it  for 
the  public  benefit ,  and  under  authority  of  the 
fupreme  legiflature.  Mr,  Locke  could  there- 
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-ore  never  have  produced  this  injlnnce  in 
proof  of  the  fupreme  iegiflative  power  hav¬ 
ing  no  right  to  take  any  part  of  the  property 
of  any  man,  and  apply  it  for  the  public  fer* 
vice :  what  he  clearly  means  is  this,  that 
the  king,  lords,  and  commons  of  Great 
Britain  have  no  right  to  pafs  an  aft,  vefiing 
rn  themfelves  the  property  of  the  people  of 
Great  Britain ;  nor  in  the  moft  abfolute 
countries,  has  the  prince  a  right  to  feize  on, 
and  take  away,  the  property  of  his  fubjedb, 
and  apply  it  to  his  own  ufe ,  without  the  ex- 
prels  content  of  the  proprietor ;  fuch  a  power 
not  being  within  the  authority  verted  in  them 
by  the  community  at  their  firft  inftitutionj 
their  power  having  been  given  them  as  a 
truft  to  be  exercifed  lor  the  general  good, 
and  for  general  purpofes.  But  he  never 
meant  to  quertion,  or  deny  the  right  of  the 
lupreme  Iegiflative  power,  ading  purfuant 
to  their  truft,  to  difpote  of  any  part  of  the 
property  of  the  people  for  the  public  fafe- 
ty  and  advantage.  “  For  (  he  fays )  this 
“  arbitrary  difpofing  of  the  eftates  of  the 

**  fubJeds>  is  not  much  to  be  feared  in  go¬ 
vernments  where  the  Iegiflative  conflfts 

^  2  “  wholly, 


[  »4  ] 

“  wholly,  or  in  part,  in  aflemblies  which 
“  are  variable ;  whofe  members,  upon  the 
“  difTolution  of  the  aflembly,  are  fubjedts 
“  under  the  common  laws  of  their  country 
“  equally  with  the  reft.”  What !  are  no 
taxes  to  be  levied  by  fuch  fort  of  le- 
giflative  aflemblies  for  the  public  fervice  ? 
Is  that  Mr.  Locke’s  meaning?  No  fure- 

ly: - but  the  members  of  fuch  legifla- 

tive  aflemblies,  will  be  careful  not  to  ftrip 
their  fellow-fubjedfs  of  their  property,  to 
veil;  it  in  thetnfelves ,  becaufe  they  mult 
know  that  the  time  will  fhortly  come,  when 
they  fhall  be  in  the  fame  predicament  j  and 
the  members  who  may  iucceed  them  in  the 
legiflative  aflembly,  would  ftrip  them  in  their 
turn,  and  plead  their  example  asaprecedent. 

But  what  puts  Mr.  Locke’s  meaning  in 
thefe  paflages  out  of  all  queftion,  is  what 
Ire  fays  in  his  eighth  chapter  of  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  civil  focieties:  “  That  every 
“  man,  when  he  at  firft  incorporates  him- 
“  felf  into  any  commonwealth,  he,  by  his 
“  uniting  himfelf  thereunto,  annexes  alfot 
“  and Jubmits  to  the  community,  thofe  poJJ'eJJions 
k  “  which 
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lt  which  he  has  or  fhall  acquire,  that  do  not 
“  already  belong  to  any  other  government : 
“  for  it  would  be  a  direCt  contradiction  for 
“  any  one  to  enter  into  fociety  with  others, 
“  for  the  fecuring  and  regulating  of  property, 
<c  and  yet  to  fuppofe  his  land,  whojie  proper - 
ct  ty  is  to  be  regulated  by  the  laws  of  the  fo- 
“  ciety ,  fhould  be  exempt  from  the  jurijdiclion 
t£  of  that  government  to  which  he  himjelf  the 
u  proprietor  of  the  land ,  is  a  fubjedl.  By  the 
<c  fame  aCt  therefore,  whereby  any  one 
*c  unites  hisperfon,  which  was  before  free  to 
“  any  commonwealth,  by  the  fame  he  unites 
t£  his  poffefions ,  which  were  before  free  to 
<c  it  alfo;  and  they  become,  both  of  them, 
perfon  and  pofefion ,  fubjedl  to  the  govern- 
“  ment  and  dominion  of  that  commonwealth  as 
{C  long  as  it  hath  a  being.” 

Can  any  words  more  ftrongly  exprefs  the 
right  of  the  fupreme  legiflature  to  tax  or 
difpofe  of  the  property  of  the  fubjeCb  for 
public  purpofes,  than  do  thefe  laid  quoted  ? 
And  thofe  who  would  draw  from  any  other 
more  loofe  or  general  expreflions  of  Mr. 
kocke,  any  argument  to  exempt  the  property 
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of  any  fubjedt  from  taxes  impofed  by  the 
fupreme  legiflative  for  fac  public  fervice ,  muft 
impute  to  him  fuch  inconfiftencies  as  Mr. 
Locke  was  incapable  of,  and  charge  him 
with  contradictions  which  ought  to  deftroy 
his  credit,  both  as  an  honeft  man  and  a  clear 
reafoner, 

I  have  given  this  dodtrine  of  reprefentation 
and  taxation,  going  together,  fo  full  a  dif- 
cuffion,  becaufe  it  is  the  moft  important  of 
all  the  pleas  fet  up  by  the  colony  advocates, 
in  fupport  of  their  claim  of  exemption  from 
the  jurifdidtion  of  parliament,  and  that  which 
has  had  moft  influence  on  the  minds  of  fuch 
of  the  people  of  England  as  have  taken  part 
with  them  in  this  unhappy  conteft, 

I  might  indeed  have  brought  it  to  a  much 
fpeedier  conclufion,  and  have  expofed  the  ab- 
furdity  and  impradticability  of  the  dodtrine, 
from  the  very  principles  upon  which  its  pro- 
mu  Igers  would  eftablifh  it.  They  fay , 
“  That  no  man  ought  to  be  taxed,  but  by 
“  his  own  confent  j”  or,  in  other  words, 
**  that  the  confent  of  thofe  who  pay  the  taxes 

“  is 


[  87  ] 

is  neceffary  to  their  being  conflitutionally 
“  impofed.  That  this  confent  mud  be  given 
“  by  the  people  th emf elves  'who  pay  the  taxes, 
“  or  by  their  diftindt  reprefentatives  chofen 
“  by  them.”  And  thefe,  they  fay,  are  the 
rights  of  Englifhmen.  Now,  if  thefe  be  the 
rights  of  Englifhmen,  I  will  undertake  to 
fay,  there  is  fcarce  a  fexlion  of  parliament 
paffes  in  which  they  are  not  mod:  notorioufly 
violated,  and  if  parliament  did  not  do  fo,  it 
could  lay  no  taxes  whatever. 

When  the  tax  was  laid  upon  hops,  did 
the  people  who  were  to  pay  the  tax,  viz. 
the  hop-growers,  confent  to  it,  either  by 
themfelves  or  their  diftindt  reprefentatives  ? 
Did  the  people  in  the  cyder  counties,  or  their 
diftindt  reprefentatives,  confent  to  the  tax- 
upon  cyder  ?  Is  the  land-tax  kept  up  at 
three  {hillings  with  the  confent  of  all  the 
land-owners  in  the  kingdom,  or  that  of  all 
the  knights  of  (hires,  their  diflindt  reprefen¬ 
tatives  ?  What  tax  is  it  indeed  to  which 
thofe  who  pay  it,  or  their  diffincf  reprefen¬ 
tatives,  have  all  confented  ? - But  if  this 

adtual  and  diftindt  confent  of  the  taxed,  or  of 
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their  diftind  reprefentatives,  be  conftitution- 
aby  neceffary  to  their  being  taxed  j  by  con¬ 
sequence,  whenever  fuch  confent  is  not 
given ,  no  tax  can  be  constitutionally  im- 
pofed.  If  this  be  the  cafe,  he  muft  be  a  pa¬ 
triot  indeed  who  pays  any  tax  whatever,  fince 
he  can  fo  eafily  difcharge  himfelf  from  it,  by 
only  faying  he  does  not  choofe  to  pay  it.  I 
Should  be  glad  to  fee  a  calculation  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  revenue  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  any  other 
country  which  could  be  raifed  in  this  way. , 
no  one  paying  towards  it  who  did  not  do  fo 
by  his  own  confent,  or  the  confent  of  thole 
he  actually  appointed  to  be  his  diftind  re¬ 
prefentatives.  But  the  moSl:  curious  part  of 
the  argument  has  not  yet  been  confidered ; 
for  it  will  follow  from  this  dodrine,  that  the 
minority  will  in  all  cafes  controul  the  majo¬ 
rity  :  nay,  every  individual  member  of  par¬ 
liament  will  have  the  power  to  Slop  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  all  the  others.  For  whoever 
fays,  he  is  againft  any  tax,  neither  himfelfj 
nor  the  people  whom  he  diSfcincflly  reprefents, 
can  be  liable  to  pay  fuch  tax  ■,  becaufe  they  do 
not,  either  by  themfelves,  or  their  diftindt 
reprefentatives,  confent  to  it. 

This, 
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This,  however,  is  not  our  meaning,  fay 
thefe  admirable  expounders  of  the  rights  of 
Englifhmen.  Then  be  fo  good  to  tell  us, 
in  defined  terms,  what  it  is  you  mean? 

Is  it  your  meaning  that  no  taxes  can  be  im- 
pofed,  but  by  the  confent  of  the  majority  of 
the  people  who  pay  them,  or  by  the  confent 
of  the  majority  of  their  diflind  reprel'enta- 
tives  ?  The  minority  then  may  conftitu- 
tionally  be  made  to  pay  taxes  to  which  they 
do  not  confent,  either  by  themfelves  or  their 
diftind  reprefentatives.  So  that  ahnojl  half  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  may,  it  feems,be  taxed 
without  either  their  own  or  their  diftind  re¬ 
prefentatives  confent.  Now,  why  may  not 
the  people  in  the  Colonies,  who  do  not 
amount  to  near  that  number,  be  taxed  alfo 
without  their  own  confent,  or  the  confent 
of  diftind  reprefentatives  eleded  by  them¬ 
felves  ?  —  One  ftep  farther,  and  we  are  got 
back  to  where  we  fet  out  from. 

The  confent,  you  will  perhaps  fay,  of  the 
majority  of  the  diftind  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  of  nccpjjity  involves  the  confent  of  the 

whole. 
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whole.  So  then  it  is  neceffary  that  the  people 
fhould  fubmit  to  pay  taxes,  to  which  neither 
themfelves  nor  their  diftindt  reprelentatives 
do  confent;  and  the  whole  meaning  of  this 
ingenious  argument  may  be  fummed  up  in 
thefe  few  plain  words: — That  a  people  may 
conftitutionally  be  taxed  by  thofe  whom  the 
confhtution  has  veiled  with  the  power  to 
impofe  taxes,  which  is  the  fupreme  legifla- 
ture  ;  and  that  every  man  who  confents  to 
that  conftitution  or  government,  who  is 
pollelTed  of  property  under  it,  and  enjoys  its 
protection,  confents  to  all  taxes  impofed  by 
it,  inafmuch  as  he  confents  to  the  authority 
by  which  they  are  impofed  ;  and  this  con- 
clufion  will  hold  equally  good  when  applied 
to  the  people  in  the  Colonies,  as  it  does  fox 
the  people  in  Great  Britain. 

But  although  we  have  thus  got  within  the 
circle  of  thefe  magicians,  yet,  in  refpedl  to  the 
ilfue  of  the  difpute  between  us,  the  breaking 
the  charm  of  this  dodtrine  has  not  brought  us 
one  jot  nearer  to  our  purpofe  of  a  reconcilia¬ 
tion  with  the  Colonies.  Neither  indeed  would 
it  be  advanced  by  leaving  them  in  poffeffion 

of 
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of  it ;  for  fhould  we  admit,  either  upon 
principles  of  right  in  the  Colonies,  or  of 
juftice  or  expediency  in  Great  Britain,  that 
the  Colonies  ought  to  fend  members  to  par¬ 
liament,  the  Colonies  are  ready  to  teh 
us,  nay,  they  have  told  us  fo  already,  that 
they  will  not  accept  of  our  offer :  for  it  is 
impoffible  for  them,  they  fay,  to  be  rcpre- 
fented  in  the  Britifh  parliament. 

Thus,  whilft  they  exclaim  againfl  parlia¬ 
ment  for  taxing  them  when  they  are  not  re- 
prefented,  they  candidly  declare  they  will 
not  have  reprefentatives,  left  they  fhould  be 
taxed — like  froward  children,  they  cry  for 
that  which  they  are  determined  to  refufe, 
if  it  fhould  be  offered  them.  The  truth 
however  is,  that  they  are  determined  to  get 
rid  of  the  jurifdidion  of  parliament  in  all 
cafes  whatfoever ,  if  they  can ;  and  they  there¬ 
fore  refufe  to  fend  members  to  that  affem- 
bly,  left  they  fhould  preclude  themfelves  of 
this  plea  again  ft  all  its  legiflative  ads — that 
they  are  done  ’without  their  confent-,  which,  it 
muft  be  confeffed,  holds  equally  good  againfl 

all  laws,  as  againft  taxes.  For  it  is  un¬ 
doubt- 
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doubtedly  a  principle  of  the  Britifh  conffitu- 
tion,  “  that  no  manJhaU  be  bound  by  any  law 
“  t0  which  he  does  not  give  his  confent ,”  of 
equal  efficacy  with  that  of  his  not  being 
taxed,  but  by  hi§  own  confent.  In  what 
manner  however  that  confent  is  given,  we 
have  already  feen  ;  and  the  futility  and  fala- 
cy  of  the  pretence,  that  it  cannot  be  given 
but  by  dijlindl  reprefentatives,  elected  by 
thofe  who  pay  taxes,  or  are  bound  by  laws, 
have  been  fuffipiently  expofed. 

The  colony  advocates  however,  not  caring 
to  develope  their  whole  purpofe^/ prefent ,  tell 
us,  that  by  refuting  to  accept  our  offer  of  re- 
prefentatives,  they  only  mean  to  avoid  giving 
parliament  a  pretence  for  taxing  them,  which 
they  fay  it  is  not  neceffary  for  parliament  to 
do,  as  they  have  allemblies  of  their  own  in 
each  Colony,  who  are  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people ;  and  who,  being  acquainted 
with  their  circumftances,  can  bell  judge 
what  taxes  they  can  bear,  and  what  fums 
they  ought  to  contribute  to  the  public  occa- 
lions,  whenever  his  majefty  ffiall  call  upon 
them  for  their  aid, 
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The  colony  alTemblies  are  indeed  but 
feven-and-twenty ,  and  perhaps  it  might  . hap¬ 
pen,  that  theyfhould  all  agree  in  opinion  upon 
lome  one  point ;  but  I  much  fear  that  point 
would  not  be — to  lay  taxes  upon  themfelves. 
There  is  much  more  reafon  to  apprehend  it 
might  be  as  we  have  feen — not  to  do  fo. 
Mankind  are  in  general  apt  enough  to  agree  to 
keep  their  money,  but  not  fo  frequently  of 
one  mind  when  the  propofition  is  to  part  with 
it.  But  to  take  the  matter  on  its  faireft 
fide,  let  us  fuppofe  thefe  twenty -feven  Jlates 
all  equally  difpofed  to  fhew  regard  to  his 
majefty’s  requiiition — provided  they  think  the 
occafion  fitting.  Upon  what  occafion  then 
lhall  his  majefty  call  upon  them  ?  Not  to 
fettle  a  permanent  revenue  for  fupport  of 
their  own  civil  eftablifhments;  for  he  has 
already  made  requifitions  to  many  of  them, 
without  end,  for  that  purpofe,  and  always 
without  effedt ;  and  thofe  few  who  have 
complied  mofi  heartily  regret  it.  Shall  it  be 
for  fupport  of  the  military  eftablifhment 
kept  up  in  time  of  peace  ?  The  continental 
Colonies  tell  us,  “  they  don’t  want  our 

“  troops 


[  94  ] 

u  troops ;  and  if  we  keep  any  among  them 
“  we  pay  them.”  Shall  it  be  for  a 
fund  to  give  prefents  to  the  Indians  ?  The 
illands  lay,  “  they  have  nothing  to  do 
“  with  the  Indians.  Thofe  who  have 

“  the  of  their  trade,-  and  live  upon 

“  their  lands,  ought  to  give  them  prefents.” 
Shall  it  be  for  difcharge  of  the  public  debt  ? 
One  and  all  will  tell  us,  “  that  is  the  affair 
“  of  Great  Britain  alone.”  Suppofe  then  a 
war  breaks  out ;  the  Indians  attack  the  back 
fettlers  in  Virginia— what  will  Carolina  con¬ 
tribute  for  defence  of  that  province  ?  «  Juft 
“  as  much  as  fhe  has  ever  done.”  What 
will  the  Illands  give?  Exadly  the  fame. 
Suppofe  the  Barbary  ftates  quarrel  with  us  3 
the  fi filing  colonies,  and  the  rice  and  fu°-ar 
colonies,  fuffer  by  their  depredations  on  the 
fhips  bound  to  Portugal  and  the  Streights— * 
what  would  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  and 
Virginia,  do  in  the  matter?  A  war  in 
Germany  becomes  the  occafion  of  the  re* 
quifition  ;  rice,  iugar,  and  tobacco  all  go 

thither,  but  no  fifh - why  then  fhould 

New  England,  Nova  Scotia,  or  Quebec, 

give 
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give  anv  thing  ?  If  it  was  for  fuppoit  o(  the 
Italian  dates,  thefe  colonies  might  indeed 
contribute  fomething,  as  they  buy  their  fifh; 
but  if  that  were  the  occafion,  would  Penn- 
fylvania,  Virginia,  or  Carolina  do  fo  ? 

The  defence  of  our  pofieffions  in  the  Eaft 
would  be  equally  obnoxious  to  them  all ; 
and  the  prefervation  of  our  African  trade  and 
fettlements,  is  an  abomination  to  thu  middle 
and  northern  Colonies.  A  war  with  t  ranee 
might  poffibly  occafion  them  to  belrii  them- 
felves  a  little,  but  then  it  would  be  for  their 
own  immediate  dejence.  b  or  as  they  arc  all  ac- 
cefiible  to  a  naval  force,  they  would  with 
good  reafon  apprehend  themfelves  in  uanger, 
in  cafe  of  a  war  with  a  maritime  power. — 
Such  was  the  late  war,  and  fuch  was  their 
conduit  in  it ;  for  lo  long  as  the  continent 
of  America  was  the  theatre  of  war,  the 
Illands  did  not  contribute  one  (ingle  (hilling 
for  the  defence  of  their  Sifter-colonies ;  and 
it  was  not  until  they  apprehended  an  attack 
upon  that  province,  that  the  aftembly  of 

South  Carolina  thought  of  raifing  troops ; 

and 
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and  the  regiment  they  did  raife  in 
ihey  confined  to  a5l  within  the  province  $  and 
fo  foon  as  their  apprehenfions  for  their  own 
fafety  fubfided,  they  reduced  it :  nor  was  it 
until  the  Cherokees  attacked  their  frontiers, 
in  1760,  that  they  again  took  up  arms, 

I  have  thus  far  followed  the  Colonies  in 
their  own  paths ;  and,  indead  of  expofing 
the  abfurdity  of  their  idea  of  a  polypus  go¬ 
vernment,  where  a  head  fproutsoutof  every 
joint,  I  have  endeavoured  to  make  the  bed:  of 
it,  and  even  in  that  view  (hewn  it  to  be  mon- 
rtrous  and  impra&ible.  Little  lefs  fo  indeed 
than  it  would  be.  In  England,  where  there  are 
but  fifty -two  counties ,  fhould  the  crown  make 
requifitions  to  each  of  their  grand  juries , 
who  have  authority  to  affefs  money  for  local 
purpofes  upon  the  refpeflive  inhabitants,  as 
well  as  the  colony  affemblies,  indead  of  ap¬ 
plying  to  parliament,  to  provide  for  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  date  ?  and  what  fort  of  public 
revenue  or  credit  we  fhould  then  have,  is 
eafily  to  be  imagined.  * 

Indeed, 
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Indeed,  to  dojuftice  to  the  candour  of  the 
New  York  aflembly,  they  give  ftrong  inti¬ 
mation  of  its  being  their  opinion,  that  the 
railing  a  revenue  for  general  purpofes ,  by 
grants  from  the  feveral  colony  aflemblies,  is 
impracticable ;  and  that  either  it  muft  be 
done  by  parliament,  or  cannot  be  done  at 
all.  For  in  one  of  their  refolutions,  the 
1 8th  of  December,  1765,  they  fay,  “  That 
“  the  impracticability  of  inducing  the  Colonies 
“  to  grant  aids  in  an  equal  manner  propor- 
cc  tioned  to  their  feveral  abilities,  does  by  no 
“  means  induce  a  necefiity  of  diverting  the 
“  Colonies  of  their  eflential  rights.” 

What  then  is  to  be  done  ?  Are  the 
Colonies  to  pay  nothing  in  any  rway  to  the 
public  charges  ?  and  is  the  ifland  of  Great 
Britain  tcpay  all  ?  “  No,”  fay  the  colony  ad¬ 
vocates,  “  that  is  not  the  cafe  ;  for  we 
“  contribute  towards  the  revenue  raifed  in 
“  Great  Britain,  by  purchafing  your  manu- 
“  fadures  with  the  taxes  upon  them,  when 
“  we  could  buy  them  cheaper  at  other  mar- 
“  kets  j  we  lay  out  all  the  money  we  have 
“  or  can  procure  with  you  ;  and  what  can 
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.«  you  defne  more  of  us  ?”  IIow  travelling 
improves  the  genius,  and  fharpens  the  wit ! 
If  the  anceflors  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Colonies  had  remained  in  England  to  this 
day,  I  queftion  much  if  they  would  have 
once  thought  of  telling  parliament,  that 
they  ought  no.t  to  tax  them,  becaufe  they 
laid  out  all  their  money  in  the  purchafe  of 
Britifh  products  or  manufactures ;  and  yet 
they  might  certainly  have  made  that  plea  as 
truly  at  leaft  in  the  one  cafe,  as  they  do  in 
the  other. 

What  county  in  England  is  it,  whofe  in¬ 
habitants  don’t  lay  out  their  money  in  the  pur¬ 
chafe  of  the  products  or  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain  and  yet  I  never  heard  that  they  did  net 
ail  pay  taxes  mtimthflanding  :  and  as  avarice  is 
certainly  not  the  vice  of  the  age,  were  all 
taxes  to  be  taken  off  the  people  of  England, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  but  our  trade, 
both  foreign  and  domeftic,  would  be  great¬ 
ly  increafed  thereby,  perhaps  full  as  much 
as  our  whole  trade  to  America  is  worth. 
The  misfortune,  however,  is  that  we  cannot 
do  what  we  wnh  in  all  cates ;  for  fuch  are  - 
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the  circumflances  of  the  times,  that  a  fleet 
and  army  muff  be  maintained  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  ftate,  and  even  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  trade  both  of  the  Colonies  and 
of  Great  Britain.  This  cannot  be  done 
without  revenue,  and  a  revenue  cannot  be 
raifed  without  taxes.  The  queftion  then  is 
not,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  for  our 
trade  that  we  laid  no  taxes  upon  cither  people^ 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  or 
of  America  ?  But  whether,  fince  taxes  are 
abfolutely  necejfary ,  they  fhould  not  be  equally 
impofed  upon  all  the  fubjeEls  who  derive  fafety 
and  benefit  from  the  force  maintained  by  the 
revenue  they  produce  ?  Whenever  therefore 
the  people  in  the  Colonies  are  refufed  by 
Great  Britain,  the  protection  of  their  fleets 
and  armies,  then ,  and  not  till  then ,  may  the 
Colonies  complain  that  they  are  taxed  for 
their  maintenance. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  difeuflion  of  the 
Colonies  pleas,  I  have  occasionally  taken 
notice  of  their  charters  from  the  crown 
which  they  once  held  forth,  as  having  con¬ 
veyed  to  them  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
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of  Englishmen,  and  exemptions  from  taxes 
impofed  by  parliament ;  but  as  all  thofe 
charters  referved  the  authority  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  either  in  general  or  fpecial  terms, 
and  the  fecret  purpofe  of  the  Colonies  now 
being  to  get  rid  by  piece-meal  of  all  parlia¬ 
mentary  jurisdiction  whatever,  their  advo¬ 
cates  have  not  of  late  relied  much  upon 
their  charter  rights ;  on  the  contrary,  when 
the  refervations  in  their  charters  have  been 
urged  againft  them,  they  appeal  to  aCts  of 
parliament,  as  a  fuperior  authority  for  limiting 
and  expounding  the  expreffions  in  their 
charters.  Dr.  Franklin,  in  his  examination 
before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fays,  “  he 
“  knows  there  is  a  claufe  in  the  Pennsylvania 
“  charter,  by  which  the  king  grants  that  he 
“  will  levy  no  taxes  on  the  inhabitants,  un- 
"  leSs  it  be  with  the  conSent  of  the  affembly, 
«  or  by  aft  of  parliament  but  that  they  un~ 
“  derjland  it  thus :  By  the  fame  charter, 
“  and  otherway s,  they  are  intitled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  liberties  of  Englishmen. 
<c  They  find  in  the  great  charter ,  and  the 
“  petition  and  declaration  oj  rights,  that  one 
of  the  privileges  of  Englifh  Subjects  is, 
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cc  that  they  are  not  to  be  taxed  but  by  theic 
“  common  confent ;  they  have  therefore  relied 
“  upon  it  from  the  firft  fettlement  of  the 
“  province,  that  the  parliament  never  would , 

“  nor  could ,  by  colour  of  that  claufe  in  the 
“  charter,  alfume  a  right  of  taxing  them, 

“  till  it  had  qualified  itfelf  to  exercife  fuch 
“  right  by  admitting  reprefentatives  from 
“  the  people  taxed.”  Such  being  the  cafe, 

I  fhall  fpend  no  more  time  in  examining 
their  colony  charters,  but  proceed  to  enquire, 
by  what  means  the  great  charter  and  the  bill 
of  rights  can  be  brought  to  lupport  their 
claim  of  exemption  from  taxes  impofed  by 
the  authority  of  parliament. 

The  great  charter  granted  by  king  John 
in  1215,  fays,  “  That  the  king  engages  not 
<e  to  impofe  any  taxes  without  fummoning 
<e  the  archbifhops,  the  abbots,  the  calls, 
“  the  greater  barons,  and  the  tenants  in 
(<  capite.”  The  17th  ot  Edward  the  2d 
is  more  explicit.  It  fays,  “  that  whatever 
“  concerns  the  efiate  oj  the  realm  and  the  people^ 
“  (hall  be  treated  of  in  parliament  by  the 
“  king,  with  the  confent  ol  the  prelates,  carls, 
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tc  barons  and  commonalty  of  the  realm  as  hath 
“  been  cuftomary  heretofore.”  The  flatute 
of  the  15  th  of  Edward  the  fecond  declares, 
“  that  the  ftatute  of  Magna  Charta,  Charta 
tc  Forefla,  and  the  other  ftatutes,  were 
“  made  by  the  king  and  his  predeceffors,  the 
“  peers,  and  the  commons  of  the  realm.” 

I 

The  bill  of  rights  affented  to  by  king 
William,  among  other  things,  declares, 
<c  That  the  pretended  power  of  fufpending 
“  laws,  or  the  execution  of  laws  by  regal 
tc  authority,  without  confent  of  parliament, 
ct  is  illegal.”  “  That  the  levying  money  for, 
Cl  cr  to  the  ufe  of  the  crown,  by  pretence  of 
<c  prerogative,  ‘without  grant  of  parliament 
“  for  longer  time,  or  in  other  manner  than 
u  the  fame  is,  or  fhall  be  granted,  is  illegal.” 

It  fliould  feem  to  be  the  Englifh  mean¬ 
ing  of  thefe  feveral  declarations,  that  the 
right  of  impofing  taxes,  and  of  exercifing 

i 

all  othei-  legiilative  powers,  was  in  the  three 
eftates  of  the  realm,  which  is  the  parlia¬ 
ment  only ;  and  that  all  taxes  which  fhould  be 
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any  other  authority,  were  illegal.  But  as 
Dr.  Franklin  fays,  “  the  fame  words  have 
“  not  always  the  fame  meaning  in  America 
<c  that  they  have  in  England and  it  is  there¬ 
fore  incumbent  on  us  to  look  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  meaning  of  the  feveral  exprefiions  con¬ 
tained  in  thefe  declerations  3  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  the  ingenious  author  of th zConf derations 
m  the  Propriety,  &c.  has  provided  us  with  a 
very  curious  glolfary.  This  gentleman  tells 
us,  that  by  thefe  exprefiions  which  we  un- 
derftand  to  be  declaratory  of  the  right  of 
parliament  to  impofe  taxes  and  make  laws, 
parliament  really  meant  to  fay,  that  it  had 
no  fuch  powers  whatever,  at  leaf  in  refpedt  to 
the  Colonies,  but  that  thofe  powers  belonged 
to  the  colony  aflemblies  only.  His  words 
are,  “  the  common  law,  the  great  charter, 
tc  and  the  bill  of  rights,  are  fo  far  from  de- 
“  clarine  with  one  voice,  that  the  inhabitants 
“  of  the  Colonies  flialL  be  taxed  by  no  other 
“  authority  than  that  of  the  Britifii  parlia- 
“  ntent,  that  they  prove  the  contrary ;  for 
<c  the  principle  of  the  common  law  is,  that 
“  no  part  of  their  property  fhall  be  drawn 
from  Britifii  fubjccts,  without  their  con- 
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“  feat  given  by  thofe  they  depute  to  reprefent 
c!  them  ;  and  this  principle  is  inforced  by  the 
declaration  of  the  great  charter,  and  the 
tc  bill  of  rights.”  “  In  Great  Britain,  fays 
“  he,  the  confent  of  the  people  is  given  by  the 
“  Hottje  of  Commons,  and  as  money  had  been 
“  levied  there  for  the  ufe  of  the  crown,  by 
“  pretence  of  prerogative  without  their  con- 
u  fent,  it  was  properly  declared  at  the  Re- 
“  volution,  that  the  levying  of  money  by 
“  pretence  of  prerogative  without  grant  of 
“  parliament,  i.  e.  without  their  confent  who 
"  are  to  pay  it,  is  illegal.”  He  goes  on, 
*c  the  word parliament  having  been  made  ufe 
of,  the  letter  of  the  declaration  is  adhered 
to,  and  the  confequence  drawn,  that  no 
Britifh  fubjeit  can  be  legally  taxed  but  by 
u  the  authority  of  the  Britifh  parliament 
“  againfl  the  Jpirit  and  principle  of  the  de- 
“  claration,  which  was  aimed  only  to  check 
“  and  reftrain  the  prerogative,  and  to  efta- 
“  blifh  the  necefiity  of  obtaining  the  confent 
“  of  thofe  on  whom  taxes  were  to  be  levied d 
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Here  vve  perceive,  that  the  word  parlia¬ 
ment  means,  in  refpedt  to  Great  Britain,  the 
Houfe  of  Commons-,  that  the  confent  of  par¬ 
liament  to  impofe  a  tax,  means  the  confent  of 
thofe  who  are  to  pay  the  tax  ;  that  the  word 
parliament ,  inftead  of  meaning  the  king, 
the  prelates,  earls,  barons,  the  tenants  in 
capite,  or  the  commonalty  of  the  realm,  as 
Magna  Charta,  &c.  definite  it,  means  in 
refpedt  to  the  Colonies,  the  houfe  of  bur- 
geffes  in  Virginia,  and  the  other  colony  af- 
femblies. 

I  will  not  affront  the  reader’s  underfland- 
ing,  by  making  any  further  comment  on 
this  curious  performance,  which  it  is  faid 
operated  fo  forcibly  on  the  minds  of  fome 
extraordinary  perfons  in  this  country,  as  to 
lead  them  to  adopt  the  caufe  of  the  Colonies, 
and  tojuftify  their  refinance  of  acts  of  par¬ 
liament.  Neither  will  I  further  inveftigate 
the  various  arguments  of  the  feveral  colony 
advocates,  in  fupport  of  their  claim  to  ex-  . 
emption  from  the  jurifdiftion  of  parliament : 

I  have  fliewn  the  main  branches  to  be  un¬ 
found. 
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found,  and  the  lelfer,  which  Jprout  from 
them,  muft  of  courfe  whither  and  decay. 

My  tafk  is  not  however  yet  compleated,  for 
fhould  all  ohj  eft  ions  againft  the  right  of  par¬ 
liament  to  levy  taxes  in  the  Colonies  be  found 
weak  and  frivolous,  the  hardjinp  and  in¬ 
justice  of  compelling  the  Colonies  to  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  relief  of  the  people  of  England, 
from  any  part  of  thole  burdens  which  the 
late  war  laid  upon  them,  or  which  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  forces  kept  up  in  America,  lince 
the  peace  have  occalioned,  are  fcill  infifted  on. 

The  late  war,  though  commenced  in 
America,  and  occalioned  by  a  difpute  about 
American  territories,  was  not,  fay  the  colony 
advocates,  a  colony  quarrel ;  nor  are  the  ac- 
quilitions  made  by  the  crown  in  the  courfe 
of  it,  and  retained  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  of 
any  advantage  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  old 
provinces ;  on  the  contrary,  the  value  of 
their  polleffions  has  been  much  lellened  by 
the  addition  of  fuch  extenfive  territories. 

•  But  not  to  injure  their  caufe  by  abridging 
their  arguments,  I  will  let  them  down  in 
their  own  words,  and  at  full  length  as  I 

find 
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find  them  in  Dr.  Franklin’s  Examination,  and 

t  ' 

in  the  Farmer’s  Letters. 

Dr.  Franklin  thus  delivers  hinifelf  before 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  176  7:  “I  know 
“  the  laft  war  is  commonly  fpokeof  here,  as 
“  entered  into  for  the  defence,  or  for  the  fake 
“  of  the  people  of  America.  I  think  it  quite 
<c  mifunderjlood.  It  began  about  the  limits 
“  between  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  about 
“  territories  to  which  the  crown  indeed  laid 
“  claim,  but  were  not  claimed  by  any  Britifli 
“  colony:  none  of  the  lands  had  been  grant- 
“  ed  to  any  colonift;  we  had  therefore  no 
“  particular  concern  or  intercfl  in  that  difpute. 
“  As  to  the  Ohio,  the  conteft  there  begun 
<c  about  your  right  of  trading  in  the  Indian 
“  country,  a  right  you  had  by  the  treaty  of 
“  Utricht,  which  the  French  infringed ; 
“  they  feized  the  traders,  and  their  goods, 
“  which  were  your  manufactures ;  they 
“  took  a  fort  which  a  company  0 f your  mer- 
«  chants  and  their  factors  and  correfpond- 
“  ents  had  eredled  there,  to  fecure  that 
<c  trade.  Braddock  was  fent  with  an  army 
u  to  retake  that  fort  (which  was  looked  on 

“  here 
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“  here  as  another  encroachment  on  the  king  s 
“  territory)  and  to  protedl  your  trade.  It 
“  was  not  till  after  his  defeat  (in  1755), 
“  that  the  Colonies  were  attacked .  They 
“  were  before  in  perfeB  peace  with  both 
u  French  and  Indians.  The  troops  were  not 
<c  therefore  Tent  for  their  defence.  The  trade 
“  with  the  Indians,  though  carried  on  in 
5t  America,  is  not  an  American  intereft. 

The  people  of  America  are  chiefly  farmers 
<c  and  planters ;  icarceany  thing  they  raife  or 
*c  produce  is  an  article  of  commerce  with 
*c  the  Indians.  The  Indian  trade  is  a  Britifh 
“  intereft  j  it  is  carried  on  with  Britifh  ma- 
“  nufadtures  for  the  profit  of  Britifh  mer- 
<e  chants  and  manufadlurers ;  therefore  the 
4t  war,  as  it  commenced  for  defence  of  ter- 
“  ritories  of  the  crown,  the  property  of  no 
“  American ,  and  for  the  defence  of  a  trade 
iC  purely  Britifh ,  was  really  a  Britifj  war” 

Having  been  afked,  “  Is  it  not  neceflary 
ec  to  fend  troops  to  America  to  defend  the 
“  Americans  againfi:  the  Indians  r”  The 
Dodlor  replies,  “  No  by  no  means :  it 
“  never  was  iiecejjary.  They  defended 
“  themfelves  when  they  were  but  an  hand- 
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(C  ful,  and  the  Indians  much  more  nurae- 
<<  rous>  <They  continually  gained  ground,  and 
“  have  driven  the  Indians  over  the  moun- 
<c  tains  without  any  troops  fent  to  their  ajjifi- 
“  ance  from  this  country." 

I 

Mr.  Dickenfon,  in  his  Famer’s  Letters, 
letter  the  eighth,  tells  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Britifh  Colonies,  “  that  in  fadt,  however 
«  advantageous  the  Jubduing  or  keeping  any  of 
«  thefe  countries,  viz.  Canada,  Nova  Scotia, 
“  and  the  Floridas,  may  be  to  Great  Bri- 
“  tain,  the  acquifition  is  greatly  i?ijunous  to 
“  theje  Colonies.  Our  chief  property  confifls 
“  in  lands ;  thefe  would  have  been  of  a 
«  much  greater  value ,  if  fuch  prodigious  ad- 
cc  ditions  had  not  been  tnade  to  the  Britifh  ter- 
“  ritories  on  this  continent.  The  natural 
£{  increafe  of  our  own  people,  if  confined 
<c  within  the  Colonies,  would  have  railed 
<c  the  value  ftill  higher  and  higher  every 
<c  fifteen  or  twenty  years  :  befides,  we  fliould 
<c  have  lived  more  compadtly  together,  and 
“  have  been  therefore  more  able  to  refill 
<c  any  enemy  j  but  now  the  inhabitants  will 
“  be  thinly  fcattered  over  an  immenfe  re- 

“  gion. 
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“  g'on,  as  thofe  who  want  fettlements  will 
£C  chufe  to  make  new  ones,  rather  than  pay 
‘c  great  prices  for  old  ones.  Thefe  are  the 
“  confequences  to  the  Colonies  of  the  hearty 
“  affiftance  they  gave  to  Great  Britain  in 
<c  the  late  war  ; — a  war  undertaken  Jolely  for 
<c  her  own  benefit.  The  objedts  of  it  were, 
tc  the  fecuring  to  herfelf  the  rich  tradts  of 
“  land  on  the  back  of  thefe  Colonies  with 
tc  the  Indian  trade,  and  Nova  Scotia  with 
“  the  fifhery,  Thefe  and  much  more  has  that 
*l  kingdom  gamed ;  but  the  inferior  Animals, 
<c  that  hunted  with  the  Lion ,  have  been  am- 
“  ply  rewarded  for  all  the  fvveat  and  blood 
<c  their  loyalty  coft  them,  by  the  honour  of 
having  fweated  and  bled  in  fuch  compa- 
ny.”  “  In  truth  (he  concludes)  Great 
“  Britain  alone  receives  any  benefit  from 
<£  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Florida ;  and 
<c  therefore  file  alone  ought  to  maintain 
“  them.  The  old  maxim  of  the  law  is 
11  drawn  from  reafon  and  juflice,  and  never 
“  could  be  more  properly  applied  than  in 

“  this  cafe - !fui  fentit  commodum ,  fenfire 

<c  debet  et  onus :  they  who  feel  the  benefit 
“  ought  to  feel  the  burden.” 

The 
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The  high  rank  Dr.  Franklin  fo  fitly  holds 
among  the  philofophers  of  the  age,  the  hon¬ 
ourable  teftimony  borne  to  his  literary  merit 
by  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  his  great 
knowledge  of  the  colony  affairs,  mull:  give 
his  evidence  a  degree  of  credit  little  fhort  of 
proofs  of  holy  writ ;  more  efpecially  when  it 
is  conlidered,  that  although  an  oath  had  not 
been  adminiflered,  yet  his  teftimony  was 
called  for  by  the  great  council  of  the  nation, 
upon  a  matter  of  the  higheft  importance  to 
the  ftate,  and  given  with  fuitable  folemnity. 
Mr.  Dickenfon’s  private  character  is  not  in¬ 
deed  fo  well  known,  but  it  is  very  refpedt- 
able  ;  and  as  the  fpirit  he  was  endeavouring 
to  infufe  into  his  countrymen  muft  foon 
have  carried  them  to  make  their  appeal  to 
heaven,  he  cannot  furely  be  fufpedted  of  at¬ 
tempting  to  roufe  them  by  fallholds  to  an 
undertaking,  for  the  fuccefs  of  which  they 
were  to  depend  on  the  favour  of  the  Al- 
mighty.  How  fhall  I  then  venture  to  con¬ 
trovert  the  aftertions  of  either  of  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen  ?  The  evidence  of  other  individu¬ 
als,  however  refpedable,  will  be  thought 

infuf- 
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infuflicient,  as  none  other  can  be  fuppofed 
to  have  had  equal  means  of  information. — . 
The  opinion  of  governors  or  military  com¬ 
manders,  would  be  deemed  partial,  either  to 
themfelves  or  this  country,  and  the  informa¬ 
tions  tranfmitted  to  minillers  are  always  fuf- 
pedted  to  be  adapted  to  the  tafte  of  the  mi- 
nider,  or  fuited  to  ferve  fome  particular 
purpofe.  The  evidence  which  I  fhall  there¬ 
fore  have  recourfe  to,  is  no  other  than  that 
of  the  affemblies  of  the  Colonies  of  Virginia 
and  Maffachufet’s  Bay  ;  the  one  colony  fitu- 
ate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Ohio,  and 
the  other  bordering  upon  Nova  Scotia.  The 
members  of  thofe  aflemblies  mud'  there¬ 
fore  be  fuppofed  to  have  had  as  competent 
knowledge  of  the  date  of  affairs  in  their  re- 
fpedtive  countries,  and  of  the  caufes  of  the 
late  war,  as  either  Doctor  Franklin  or  Mr. 
Dickenfon. 


t 
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Copy  of  3  Med  age  from  the  General  Aflenv* 
bly  of  Maffachufets  Bay  to  Governor  Shir- 
ley,  4th  January  1754. 

I 

TT  is  with  great  gratitude,  that  we  ac- 
A  knowledge  the  many  inftances  of  his 
maje fly’s  paternal  care  for  the  fecurity  of  his 
good  fubyetts  of  this  province ,  more  efpccially 
that  of  late  fignified  to  your  excellency,  by 
a  letter  from  the  earl  of  IioldernefTe,  one  of 
his  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate  (a  copy  of 
which  your  excellency  hath  been  pleafed  to 
lay  before  us) ;  «  That  you  fhould  be  upon 
your  guard,  and  put  the  province  under 
‘  )'our  government  into  a  condition  at  all 
‘  events,  to  refift  any  hoftile  attempts  which 
•  may  be  made  upon  it.’ 


“  In  purfuance  of  this  letter,  your  excel¬ 
lency  having  recommended  to  us  the  repair¬ 
ing  and  ftrengthening  the  feveral  forts  and 
garrifons  of  this  province,  and  putting  the 
whole  into  a  proper  hate  of  defence,  we 
have  accordingly  made  provijfon  for  doing  it. 


“  But, 


west 
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“  But  upon  this  occafion . . 

. we  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your 

excellency,  that  his  majefty’s  CubjeCls  of  this 
province  have  at  all  times  exerted  themfelves, 
even  beyond  their  abilities,  not  only  for  the 
defence  and  fecurity  of  his  fubjeCts  and  terri¬ 
tories  within  our  limits,  and  the  prefervation 
and  protection  of  other  his  majefty’s  territo¬ 
ries,  but  even  in  making  valuable  acquifitions 
to  his  majefty’s  crown  ;  the  feveral  inftances 
of  which  during  the  late  war,  we  need  not 
repeat  to  your  excellency,  they  having  been 
done  upon  your  recommendation  and  under 
your  direction. 

“  The  confequence  of  this  we  flattered 
ourfelves  would  have  been  an  effectual  fecu¬ 
rity  againft  future  danger,  from  any  encroach¬ 
ments  or  invafions  of  our  French  neigh¬ 
bours  ;  but  it  is  with  great  concern  that  we 
find  the  French  have  made  fuch  extraordi¬ 
nary  encroachments,  and  taken  luch  mea- 
fures,  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war, 
as  threaten  great  danger,  and  perhaps  in 

time ,  even  the  intire  definition  of  this  pro¬ 
vince 
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vince  (without  the  interpofition  of  his  majef- 
ty )  notwithjlanding  any  provijion  we  can 
make  to  prevent  it. 

“  This  colony,  by  the  great  number  of 
men  it  fupplied  and  loft  in  the  reduction  and 
fecuring  the  illand  and  forts  of  Cape  Breton  $ 
the  troops  fent  from  hence  byyour  excellency 
from  time  to  time  for  the  relief  and  protection 
of  Annapolis  Royal,  without  which  the  whole 
province  of  Acadia,  orNova  Scotia,  mufthave 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  French  ;  the  ex¬ 
pence  occafioned  to  it  by  the  late  intended 
expedition  againft  Canada ;  as  alfo  for  an  at¬ 
tempt  againft  Crown  Point,  which  was  ren¬ 
dered fruitlefs  by  other  governments  not  joining 
with  us ;  and  by  our  great  expence,  both  of 
men  and  money,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
late  war,  in  providing  for  the  fecurity  and 
protection  of  our  large  extended  frontier, 
and  otherwife,  is  fo  much  reduced ,  as  to  be 
lefs  able  to  defend  itfe/f  againft  any  attacks  that 
may  be  made  upon  it,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture 
between  the  two  crowns.  Whereas,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  French  are  in  a  much  better 
filiation  to  annoy  it,  than  they  were  at  the 

I  2  com- 
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commencement  of  the  late  war;  for  they 
have,  lince  the  conclulion  of  the  peace,  erect¬ 
ed  a  fort  on  the  ifthmus  of  the  peninfulanear 
Bay  Verte,  by  means  of  which  they  maintain 
a  communication,  by  lea,  with  Canada,  St. 
John’s  ifland,  and  Louilbourg;  and  at  about 
thirteen  miles  diflance  from  that  fort,  they 
have  built  a  block-houfe  ;  and  at  three  miles 
from  that,  another  large  ftrong  fort,  fituated 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  balon  of  Chegnecto 
in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  thereby  have  le- 
cured  a  communication  betw’een  that  fort 
and  the  river  of  St.  John’s,  on  the  weft  fide 
of  the  laid  bay. 

“  Near  the  mou-th  of  St.  John’s  river,  they 
have  poflefied  themfelves  of  two  forts  former¬ 
ly  built  by  them,  whilft  they  had  a  right  to 
hold  Acadia ;  the  neareft  of  which  to  the  fea 
they  have  (like wife  fince  the  conclufion  of 
the  peace)  repaired,  fortified  with  cannon,  and 
garrifoned  with  regular  troops ;  and  have  erect¬ 
ed  another  ftrong  large  fort  at  twenty  leagues 
diftance  up  the  river.  They  have  (according  to 
the  beft  intelligence)  made  very  confiderablc 
fettlements  upon  it ;  and  by  thele  means  they 

have 
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have  fecured  the  Indians  inhabiting  that  rl- 
ver,  computed  at  between  four  and  five  hun¬ 
dred  families,  in  their  interefts,  and  carry  on 
an  exclufive  furr  trade  with  the  French  at 
Louifbourg,  through  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  where 
it  is  well  known  French  fhips  of  war  have 
conftantly  entered  iince  the  conclulion  of  the 
peace,  and  loaded  with  furrs  to  a  confidera- 
ble  value  at  the  mouth  of  that  river,  which 
trade  the  Englifh  were  in  poifeftion  of  until 
the  late  war. 

Thus,  by  their  encroachments  lince  the 
conclulion  of  the  peace,  the  French  have 
polfelfed  themfelves  not  only  of  the  ifthmus 
of  the  peninlula  of  Nova  Scotia,  with  Bay 
Verte,  intheGulphof  St.  Lawrence,  on  the 
one  fide,  but  or  the  river  of  St.John’s,  with 
the  v  hole  weft  fide  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  on 
the  other,  where  the  crown  heretofore  ufed 
to  maintain  forts,  during  their  polled) on  of 
Acadia,  or  Nova  Scotia. 

How  fatal  the  confequcncc  of  thefe  en¬ 
croachments  may  be,  if  the  French  fhould 
continue  in  the  poftefiion  of  them  till  a  rnp- 
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iure  happen  between  the  two  crowns,  not 
only  to  the  eajlern  parts  oj  his  majeflys  terri¬ 
tories  within  this  province ,  which  border 
upon  Nova  Scotia;  and  in  particular  to  his 
majefly’s  woods,  from  whence  the  greateft 
part  of  the  mails,  yards,  and  bowfprits, 
with  which  his  royal  navy  are  Supplied,  and 
which  would  feel  the  immediate  effedts  of 
thefe  encroachments,  but  a  fo  in  time  to  the 
whole  oj  this  province,  and  the  rejl  of  his 
mo je fly's  territories  upon  this  continent ;  your 
excellency  is  fo  well  apprifed,  that  we  need 
not  fet  them  forth  here. 

u  Whilft  the  French  held  Acadia  under 
the  treaty  of  St.  Germain,  they  Jo  cut  off 
the  trade  qf  this  province ,  and  galled  the  in¬ 
habitants  with  incurjinns  into  their  territo¬ 
ries ,  from  their  forts  at  the  river  Penta- 
goet  and  St.  John’s,  that  Oliver  Cromwell, 
then  protedlor,  found  it  neceffary,  for  the 
J'afety  of  New  England,  in  1 6  yq,  to  make 
a  defeent  by  lea  into  the  river  of  St.  John’s, 
and  difpofTefs  them  of  that,  and  all  their 
forts  in  Acadia.  And  after  that  province 

tvas  reftored  to  the  French,  in  confequence 

of 
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of  the  treaty  of  Breda  in  1667,  by  king 
■Charles  the  Second,  this  colony  fat  again 
the  fame  mifchievous  effetls  from  their  pof- 
fijjing  it-,  infomuch  that,  after  forming  fe- 
veral  expeditions  againft  it,  the  inhabitants 
were  obliged,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  war 
in  queen  Anne’s  reign,  to  reprefent  to  her 
majefty,  how  deftrudlive  the  pofleffion  of 
the  Bay  of  Fundy  and  Nova  Scotia  by  the 
French  was  to  this  province ,  and  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  trade ;  whereupon  the  Britifh  mini  fry 
thought  it  necejlary  to  fit  out  a  formal  expe¬ 
dition  againft  that  province,  with  Englijh 
troops ,  and  a  confiderable  armament  of  our 
own,  under  general  Nicholfon,  in  1710, 
when  it  was  again  reduced  to  the  fubjedtion 
of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  by  the 
late  encroachments  of  the  French,  cfpecially 
upon  St.  John’s  river,  and  the  welt  fide  of 
the  Bay  of  Fundy,  which  borders  on  this 
province,  we  are,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture,  liable 
to  feel  more  mifchievous  effetls  than  we  have 
ever  yet  done ,  unlefs  his  majcfly  fall  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  caufe  them  to  be  re¬ 
moved. 
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<£  Befides  thefe  late  encroachments,where- 

by  we  may  be  more  immediately  expofed 
on  the  eaftern  parts  or  the  province,  there 
is  another  (though  oi  a  longer  ftanding) 
fiom  whence  we  have  been  greatly  annoyed 
in  the  late  war,  in  the  weftern  parts  of  it,  and 
from  whence  we  fall  always  be  expofed  to 
the  great  eft  danger  on  that  fide ,  without 
J'ome  further  check  than  there  is  at  prefont ; 
we  mean  the  French  at  Crown  Point. 

<c  This,  may  it  pleafe  your  excellency,  is 
die  rendezvous  for  all  their  forces,  the  grand 
magazine  for  their  ftores  of  all  forts,  and 
the  place  to  retreat  to  on  every  occafion, 
when  they  think  proper  to  make  any  in- 
curfions  upon  our  wefern  frontiers ,  or  any 
other  of  his  majefty’s  provinces  to  the  weft- 
ward  ;  fo  that  if  the  French  are  fuffered  to 
continue  in  the  pofteffion  of  that  fort,  with¬ 
out  another’s  being  ere&ed  to  curb  it,  it 
will  (in  our  apprehenlion)  greatly  endanger 
the  lofs  of  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  to 
his  majefty ,  and  thereby  difrefs  all  the  pro¬ 
vinces. 

6  ‘‘  Being 
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«  Being  thus  expofed  on  every  fide,  and 
having  a  large  frontier  to  defend,  the  doing 
of  which  hitherto  has  been  a  great  expence 
of  blood  and  treafure  to  us,  we  are  very 
fenfible  of  the  neceffity  of  his  majefty’s 
Colonies  affording  each  other  mutual  af- 
fiftance ;  and  we  make  no  doubt  but  this 
province  will,  at  all  times,  with  great  chear- 
fulnefs,  furnifh  their  juft  and  reafonable 
quota  towards  it. 

“  All  which  we  beg  your  excellency 
would  be  pleafed  to  reprefent  to  his  ma- 
jeft,  in  fuch  manner  as  you  fhall  think 
moft  proper.” 

•  4 

A  true  copy  attefted, 

J.  Willard,  Secretary, 
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Extract  of  a  Melfage  from  the  Council, 
and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  the  Maflachufets  Bay,  to  Go- 
vernor  Shirley,  in  Anfwer  to  his  tWo 
Speeches,  in  March  and  April  1754. 

u  'T'  H  E  council  and  houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives  of  this  his  majefty’s  province, 
have  given  very  great  attention  to  the  two 
fpeeches  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to 
make  from  the  chair  on  the  28  th  March 
and  the  ad  of  April.  We  are  fenfible  they 
contain  matters  of  the  lajl  importance,  not  only 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  government ,  but  to 
every  other  of  his  majefty  s  fubjefts  in  America , 
to  the  Britifh  intereft  in  general,  and  to  the 
intereft  of  all  Europe. 

tc  It  now  evidently  appears,  that  the 
French  are  far  advanced  in  the  execution  of 
a  plan  projected  more  than  fifty  years  fines', 
for  the  extending  their  poffelTions  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Mifliffipi  on  the  fouth  to  Hud- 
fon’s  Bay  on  the  north,  for  fecuring  the  vaft 
body  of  Indians  in  that  inland  country,  and 

for 
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for  fubjeBing  this  whole  continent  to  the 
crown  of  France.  This  plan,  agreeable  to 
the  genius  and  policy  of  the  French  nation, 
was  laid  for  a  future  age ;  the  operation  of 
it  has  been  gradual,  and  almoft  infenfible, 
•wkilft  the  Britifh  governments  in  the  planta¬ 
tions  have  been  confuting  temporary  expe¬ 
dient s,  and  they  are  in  danger  of  continuing 
fo  to  do,  until  it  be  too  late  to  defeat  it. 
And  however  improbable  it  may  leem,  that 
this  fchemefhould  fucceed,  fince  the  French 
inhabitants  on  the  continent  at  prefent  bear 
but  a  fmall  proportion  to  the  Englifh ;  yet 
there  are  many  other  circumftances  which 
give  them  a  great  advantage  over  us,  and 
■which,  if  not  attended  to,  will  foon  over¬ 
balance  our  fuperiority  in  numbers.  The 
French  pay  no  regard  to  the  mofl  folemn 
engagements,  but  immediately  after  a  peace, 
take  and  keep  polTeffion  of  a  country,  which 
by  treaty  they  had  juft  before  exprefly  ceded; 
whilft  the  Englifh  in  the  plantations,  afraid 
of  incurring  difpleafure,  and  of  being  in- 
ftrumental  of  bringing  on  a  war  in  Europe, 
fuffer  thefe  encroachments  to  be  made  and 
continued.  The  French  in  time  of  peace 

are 
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arc  continually  exciting  the  Indians  fettled 
an!  mg  them,  to  come  upon  our  frontiers, 
to  kill  and  captivate  our  people,  and  to  carry 
theii  lealps  and  prifoners  to  Canada,  where, 
eis  we  have  J'ull evi dence^  a  reward  is g i venfo r 
the m 5  and  by  Inis  means  we  aye  prevented 
prom  extending  our  fettlemeuts  in  our  own 
country ;  whiift  the  Englifh,  from  the  prin¬ 
ciple  juft  now  mentioned,  fcruple  to  avenge 
themfelves  by  carrying  the  war  into  the  In¬ 
dian  fettlements,  left  they  fhould,  annoy 
his  majefty’s  allies,  amongft  whom  our  moft 
barbarous  enemies  are  fettled,  and  by  whom 
they  are  cherifhed  and  encouraged. 

“  'The  French  have  under  their  influence 
by  far  the  greatef  part  of  the  Indians  on  the 
continent  whilft  the  Englilh,  by  the  dif¬ 
ferent  meafures  of  the  feveral  governments, 
are  in  danger  of  lofwg  the  fmall  proportion 
which  at  prefent  are  attached  to  them.  The 
French  have  but  one  intereft,  and  keep  one 
point  in  view ;  the  EngUJh  governments  have 
different  interejls ,  are  di finite  d,  fo  me  of  them 
have  their  frontiers  covered  by  their  neigh • 
bouring  governments,  and  not  being  immedU 
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atcly  affetled feern  unconcerned.  The  F rencn 
are  fupported  by  the  crown  and  treafure  ot 
France,  which  feerns  now  more  than  ever 
to  have  made  the  plantations  the  objed  of 
its  attention ;  the  Englifb  governments  art 
obliged  to  carry  on  any  fchemes  'at  their  ozvn 
expence ,  and  arc  not  able  long  to  fupport  any 
g;redt  undertaking. 

o 

“  Thefe  are  fome  of  the  difadvantages 
which  the  English  at  prefent  labour  under, 
and  they  are  not  likely  to  be  removed  mith- 
QUt  his  majejly’s  gracious  interpofitions.  We 
therefore  deiire  your  excellency  to  leprc- 
fent  to  his  majefty  the  expofed ,  hazardous 
Jlate  of  thefe  his  governments ,  and  humbly 
to  pray,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  cauls 
the  mod  effectual  meafures  to  bet  alien  for  toe 
removal  of  any  French  forts  ot  Jcttiements, 
that  are  or  may  be  made  in  any  part  of  his 
territories  on  this  continent  •,  and  in  particu¬ 
lar,  that  the  fubjetts  of  the  French  king 
may  be  compelled  to  quit  the  province  of 
Nova  Scotia,  where,  in  dired  violation  ot 
the  moll  exprefs  agreement  to  the  contrary, 

they  are  daily  increalifig  and  fortifying  them- 
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iclvcs ;  that  his  majefty  would  allow  and 
order,  that,  whenfoever  the  Indians,  who  are 
fettled  among  the  French,  or  are  under  their 
direction  and  controul,  iha.ll  captivate  and 
deftroy  his  Englifh  fubjedts,  his  relpedtive 
governments  fliall  fuffer  and  encourage  the 
Indians,  who  are  in  the  Englifh  intereft, 
to  make  reprifals  upon  the  French ;  there 
being  no  other  way  of  putting  a  Hop  to  the 
incurfions  of  the  French  Indians,  or  of  for- 
waiding  the  fettlement  of  our  frontiers.” 


/ 
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Extract  of  an  Addrels  from  the  Council 
and  Reprefentatives  of  the  province  of 
Maffachufets  Bay,  to  Governor  Shirley, 
Odtober  30th,  1754 

“  T  X  T  E  very  well  knew  before  we 
V \  ingaged  in  this  expedition,  that 
an  heavy  charge  mull  be  the  neceflary 
confequence  of  it;  and  here  we  would 
humbly  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your  ex¬ 
cellency,  that,  although  we  have,  and  fhall 
at  all  times  chearfully  exert  our  utmoft 
ftrength  in  the  defence  and  fecurity  of  his 
majefty’s  American  dominons,  yet  we  ap¬ 
prehend  it  impojjible ,  in  the  prefent  difire  fl¬ 
ed  circumjlances  of  the  province,  to  main¬ 
tain  a  force  necejjary  for  the  defence  cffo  ex- 
ten  five  a  frontier  ;  and  therefore  we  mu(i 
humbly  rely  upon  his  niajefty's  paternal good- 
nets,  through  the  interpojition  of  your  ex¬ 
cellency’s  good  offices,  for  nfli fiance,  as  to 
the  charge  we  have  been ,  and  may  be  at  5 
and  red:  affiured,  that  we  fhall  never  be  ex- 
pofed  to  ruin  by  our  zeal  for  his  majeffv’s 
lervice ;  efpecially  as  what  we  have  done  is 
for  the  fafety,  not  only  of  this,  but  all  his 
majefty’s  governments. 

3 


<  £ 


Your 


I 


a\  m 


.  .*?  ;  ; 


r  ] 

“  Your  excellency  could  not  have  com¬ 
municated  to  us  any  advices  more  acceptable, 
than  .thole  which  you  have  received  from 
the  right  honourable  Sir  Thomas  Robinlon, 
one  of  his  majefty’s  principal  fecretaries  of 
Rate.  His  majefty’s  great  condefcenfion,  in 
thus  fignifying  his  royal  approbation  of  our 
condud,  has  made  a  very  fenlible  impreflion 
upon  us,  which  cannot  eafily  be  effaced. 

.  We  hope  we  fhall  never  render  ourlelves 
unworthy  of  his  royal  favour.” 


Extrad 


t  J 


ExtraCt  from  the  Addrefs  of  the  Affembly 
of  Virginia  to  the  King,  1754.. 

“  A  S  the  endeavours  of  the  French  to 
eflablifh  a  fettlement  upon  our  fron¬ 
tiers ,  is  a  high  infult  offered  to  your  majefty, 
and  if  not  timely  oppofed  with  vigour  and  re- 
folution ,  mu  ft  be  attended  with  the  mo  ft  fatal 
confequences ;  we  have  (notwithftanding  the 
great  poverty  of  the  colony,  and  the  low 
condition  of  the  public  revenue,  occafioned 
by  the  bad  date  of  our  tobacco  trade,  and 
a  large  debt  due  from  the  country,  for  railing 
and  maintaining  of  foldiers  upon  the  expedition 
againft  Canada  in  the  year  174.6)  granted  afup- 
ply  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  towards  defraying 
and  protecting  your  majefty’s  fubjeCls  againlb 
the  encroachments  of  the  French,  which, 
though  not fufficieut  to  anfwer  all  the  ends  for 
which  it  is  defigned ,  is  the  utmoft  that  your 
people  under  their  prejent  circumflances  are 
able  to  bear.  We  therefore  mod  humbly 
befeech  your  majedy,  to  extend  your  royal 
beneficence  to  us  your  loyal  fubje&s,  that  we 
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may  be  enabled  effectually  to  defeat  the  tin- 
juft  and  pernicious  dejigns  of  your  enemies.” 


Betides  thefe  addreffes  from  the  affemblies 
of  Maffachufsts  Bay  and  Virginia,  there  is 
a  reprefentation  made  by  the  commiffioners 
from  the  feveral  Colonies  affembled  at  Al¬ 
bany  in  July  1765;  an  extradl  from  which, 
I  think  it  proper  to  lay  before  the  public  on 
this  occafion,  as  fpeaking  the  fenfe  of  all 
the  Colonies  at  that  time  and  I  fhall  ac¬ 
company  it  with  an  extract  from  the  fpeech 
of  the  famous  Sachem  Hendrick,  to  thofe 
commiffioners. 


Extract 
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fc^trad  from  the  Draught  of  a  Reprefen- 
tation  of  the  Commiffioners  met  at  Alba- 
ny,  July  <?th,  1754. 

“  J'T^HAT  they  (the  French)  are  continu- 
I  ally  drawing  off  the  Indians  from 
the  Britifh  interefl ;  and  have  lately  perluaded 
one-half  of  theOnondaga  tribe,  with  many  from 
the  other  nations  along  with  them,  to  remove 
to  a  place  called  Ofwegchie,,  on  the  river 
Cadaraqui,  where  they  have  built  them  a 
church  and  fort ;  and  many  of  the  Senecas, 
the  moft  numerous  nation,  appear  to  be  wa¬ 
vering,  and  rather  inclined  to  the  French  : 
and  it  is  a  melancholy  confideration,  that  not 
more  than  150  men  cf  all  the  federal  nations 
have  attended  this  treaty,  although  they  had 
notice,  that  all  the  governments  'would  be  here 
by  their  commijjioners ,  and  that  a  large  pre- 
fent  'would  be  given. 

“  Th  at  it  is  the  evident  delign  of  the 
French  to  jurround  the  Brit  ills  Colonies ;  to 

4/  • 

1 

fortify  themfelves  on  the  back  thereof ;  to 
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take  and  keep  pofleflion  of  the  heads  of  all 
important  rivers  j  to  draw  over  the  Indians 
to  their  intereft,  and  with  the  help  of  fuch 
Indians,  added  to  fuch  forces  as  are  already 
arrived,  and  may  hereafter  be  fent  from 
Europe,  to  be  in  a  capacity  of  making  a  ge¬ 
neral  attack  on  the  Jeveral  governments ;  and 
if  at  the  fame  time  a  ftrong  naval  force  be 
fent  from  France,  there  is  the  utmoft  danger, 
that  the  whole  continent  will  be  JuhjeBed  to 
that  crown ;  and  that  the  danger  of  fuch  a 
naval  force  is  not  merely  imaginary,  may  be 
argued  from  pafl  experience  ;  for  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  moll  extraordinary  interpo- 
iition  of  heaven,  every  fea-port  town  on  the 
continent,  in  the  year  1746,  might  have 
been  ravaged  and  deftroyed  by  the  fquadron 
under  the  command  of  the  duke  d’Anville, 
nctwithflanding  the  then  declining  Fate  of 
the  French  navy,  and  the  further  advantage 
accruing  to  the  Englifh  from  the  pofleffion 
of  Cape  Briton . . 

u  That  the  faid  Colonies  being  in  a  di¬ 
vided,  difunited  Jlate,  there  has  never  been 
any  joint  exertion  oj'  their force,  or  councils,  to 

repel 


f 


[  133  3 


repel  or  defeat  the  me  a j ures  of  the  French ; 
and  particular  Colonies  are  unable  and  un¬ 
willing  to  maintain  the  caufe  of  the  whole. 
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cc  That  it  feems  abfolutely  necellary,  that 
fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures  be  taken  to 
fecure  the  Colonies  from  the  slavery  they 
are  threatened  with”, 
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Extracts  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Con- 
grefe  at  Albany  in  1754,. 

Part  of  Hendrick's  Speech,  2d  July,  1754.' 

IC  IS  your  fault,  brethren,  that  we 

I  are  not  {Lengthened  by  con- 
queft }  for  we  fhould  have  gone  and  taken 
Crown  Point,  but  you  hindered  us ;  we  had 
concluded  to  go  and  take  it ;  but  we  were 
told  it  was  too  late,  and  that  the  ice  could 
not  bear  us.  In  (lead  of  this,  you  burnt  your 
own  fort  at  Seraghtoga ,  and  run  away  from 
it  which  was  a  fame  and  a  fcandal  to  you. 

«  Look  about  your  country  and  fee, 
you  have  no  fortifications  about  you  ;  no,  not 
even  to  this  city  (Albany) ;  ’tis  but  one  ftep 
from  Canada  hither,  and  the  French  may 
eajily  come  and  turn  you  out  of  your  doors. 
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tt  Look  at  the  French,  they  are  men ;  they 
are  fortifying  every  where;  but,  we  are 
ajhamed  to  fay  it,  you  are  all  like .  wome,h 
bare  and  open,  without  any  fortifications:' 

It  would  be  paintul  to  me  to  point  out 
the  diredt  and  palpable  contradidtions  to  the 
alfertions  of  the  two  gentlemen  beroic-men- 
tioned,  which  may  be  colledlen  horn  thefe 
papers.  I  fhall  therefore  leave  it  to  my 
readers  to  make  their  own  remarks  upon  fo 
delicate  a  fubjedt ;  but  to  no  julbice  to  my 
own  argument,  1  mufl  obferve,  that  thefe 
reprefentations  of  the  affemblies  and  commif- 
fioners  are  all  dated  in  the  year  I754> 
tecedent  to  the  arrival  of  the  two  regiments 
under  general  Braddock  in  America,  and  con- 
fequently  long  before  his  defeat,  or  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hoftilities  Detween  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  France  in  Europe,  or  between  the 
regular  troops  of  the  two  kings  in  America. 
Whoever  therefore  will  give  credit  to  thofe 
reprefentations,  muft  be  convinced  that  the 

late  war  was  not  occafioned  by  a  dfipute  in 
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which  the  Colonies  had  no  particular  concern 
or  inter ejl ;  nor  will  they  think,  that  the  Co¬ 
lonies  were  in  perfeB  peace  with  the  French 
and  Indians  before  the  defeat  of  general  Brad- 
dock  in  1 755.  as  little  will  they  be  inclined 
to  believe,  that  the  fubduing  and  keeping  Ca¬ 
nada ,  Nova  Scotia ,  and  Florida ,  is  greatly 
injurious  to  the  old  Colonies ;  that  Great 
'Britain  alone  receives  any  benefit  from  their 
being  added  to  the  Britijh  dominions ,  and  that 
jhe  alone  ought  to  maintain  them. 


/ 
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But  all  that  not  been  urged  againlk 
our  claims,  cry  the  Colony  advocates,  are 
novel  dodrines,  we  will  not  difpute  about 
them  ;  all  we  delire  and  fue  for  is  ovlt  for¬ 
mer  liberties ;  we  are  loyal  fubjeds  of  the 
king,  and  only  delire  to  be  reflored  to  our 
ancient  rights ,  as  we  quietly  enjoyed  them 
before  the  fatal  period  of  Mr.  Grenville’s 
adminiftration.  What  were  thofe  former 
or  ancient  rights  and  privileges  oj  the  Colo¬ 
nies  lhall  then  be  the  fubjed  of  our  next 
enquiry.  But  by  the  way,  I  would  alk 
thefe  loyal  fubjeds  of  the  king,  what  king 
it  is  they  profefs  themfelves  to  be  the  loyal 
fubjeds  of  ?  It  cannot  be  his  prefent  molt 
gracious  majelly  George  the  Third,  King 
of  Great  Britain,  for  his  title  is  founded  on 
an  aft  of  parliament,  and  they  will  not  furely 
acknowledge,  that  parliament  can  give  them 
a  king,  which  is  of  all  others  the  highefl: 
adt  of  fovereignty,  when  they  deny  it  to 
have  power  to  tax  or  bind  them  in  any  o- 
ther  cafe  ;  and  I  do  not  recollecly  that  there 
is  any  a  ft  of  aflembly  in  any  of  the  Colo¬ 
nies  for  fettling  the  crown  upon  King  Wil¬ 
liam,  or  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Hanover# 
But  they  fay,  they  recognized  his  majefty’s 

L  title 


[  '33  ] 

tit 't  before  many  of  the  people  in  England 
had  uone  it.  That  is,  they  obey’d  an  aft  of 
parliament  before  it  was  obey'd  by  many 
people  in  England.  I  believe  they  did  fo, 
for  I  never  fufpefted  them  of  Jacobitifm, 
altho’  they  muffc  fee,  that  if  they  rejeft 
parliamentary  authority,  they  make  them- 
felves  to  be  hill  the  fubjefts  of  the  abjured 
Stuart  race.  This  however  is  too  delicate  a 
matter  to  fay  more  upon ;  we  fhall  then 
proceed  to  the  inveftigation  of  their  an¬ 
cient  rights ,  &c. 

The  firft  charter  granted  by  the  crown  of 
England  for  the  purpofe  of  Colonization , 
is  that  granted  by  king  James  to  the  two 
Virginia  Companies,  dated  the  loth  of 
April,  1606  j  thofe  which  precede  it  ha¬ 
ving  been  granted  for  the  purpofe  of  Dif- 
covery.  This  charter,  as  it  is  explained 
and  enlarged  by  another  charter,  dated  on¬ 
ly  three  years  after,  furnifhes  us  with  a 
pretty  good  account  of  the  rights  and  pri¬ 
vileges  which  the  firfl  Settlers  in  Virginia 
carried  over  with  them,  and  to  which  they 
now  feem  fo  defirous  of  recurring.  By 
one  claufe  in  this  charter,  the  governor, 
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end  other  magiftrates  and  officers  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  a  council  redding  in  London, 
are  veiled  “  with  full  and  abfolute  power 
“  and  authority  to  correct,  pimijh,  and  par- 
“  don,  govern  and  rule  all  fuch  the  fubjedts 
“  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccelfors,  as  lliall 
**  from  time  to  time  adventure  themfelves 
“  in  any  voyage  thither,  or  that  lliall  at 
“  any  time  inhabit  in  the  precindts  and 
“  territories  of  the  faid  Colony  as  aforefaid, 
“  according  to  fuch  orders,  ordinances,  con- 
**  Jlitutions,  directions  and  injlructions,  as  by 
“  our  faid  council  as  aforefaid  lliall  be  efta- 
“  blilhed ;  and  in  defect  thereof,  in  cafe  of 
“  necejpty,  according  to  the  good  diferetion 
“  of  the  faid  governors  and  officers  refpec- 
“  tively,  as  well  in  cafes  capital  as  civil, 
“  both  marine  and  others,  fo  always  as  the 
“  faid  ftatutes,  ordinances  and  proceedings, 
“  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be,  be  agree- 
“  able  to  the  laws,  ftatutes,  government 
“  and  policy  of  this  our  realm  of  England.” 
By  other  claufes,  the  treafurer  and  com¬ 
pany  are  exempt  from  !he  payment  of  all 
duties  and  taxes  for  f even  years.  But  a  du¬ 
ty  of  two  and  an  half  per  cent,  is  laid  by 
the  king  upon  all  merchandize,  bought  and 
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fold  within  the  precinds  of  the  Colony,  by 
Engliffi  fubjeds  not  of  the  Colony.  And 
an  additional  duty  of  Two  and  an  half  per 
cent,  more  is  laid  upon  all  merchandize 
bought  or  fold  therein  by  aliens  or  foreign¬ 
ers,  and  the  revenue  to  arife  from  thofe 
duties  is  thus  appropriated  by  the  king ;  “  all 
“  which  fums  of  money  or  benefit  as  afore- 
“  faid,  for  and  during  the  fpace  of  twenty- 
4‘  one  years  next  enfuing  the  date  hereof* 
“  ffiall  be  wholly  employed  to  the  ufe,  be- 
“  nefit  and  behoof  of  the  faid  feverai  plan- 
“  tations  where  fuch  traffic  ffiall  be  made ; 
“  and  after  the  faid  twenty-one  years  end- 
“  ed,  the  fame  ffiall  be  taken  to  the  ufe  of  ust 
“  cur  heirs  and  JucceJJors,  by  fuch  officers  and 
“  minifters  as  by  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccef- 
“  fors,  ffiall  be  thereunto  appointed.”  In 
a  claufe  of  the  fecond  charter  this  duty  is 
doubled,  but  it  is  explained  to  mean  a  du¬ 
ty  of  Five  per  cent,  upon  goods  imported, 
and  Five  per  cent,  on  goods  exported  by 
Engliffi  fubjeds  not  of  the  Colony,  or  al- 
lowed  by  the  company  ;  and  Ten  per  cent. 
to  be  paid  by  aliens,  over  and  above  fuch 
“  fubfidy  and  cuftom  as  the  faid  company  is  or 
"  hereafter  Jhall  be  to  pay."  The  glorious 
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rights ,  privileges  and  immunities  therefore, 
which  the  JirJl  Settlers  in  Virginia  carried 
with  them,  appear  to  have  been  the  right  of 
being  governed  by  laws,  enadted  by  a  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  proprietors  refiding  here  in  Eng¬ 
land,  all  of  them  nominated  in  the  firlh  in- 
ftance  by  the  crown,  and  afterwards  to  be 
eledted  by  the  proprietors  refiding  in  Eng¬ 
land.  And  in  cafe  of  the  defieSt  of  Juch  Jla - 
tutes ,  the  difcretion  of  the  governor,  and  o- 
ther  minifterial  officers,  was  to  be  the  Lw, 
as  well  in  cafes  capital  as  civil.  It  was  their 
right  and  privilege  alfo,  to  be  taxed  by  the 
King’s  foie  prerogative ,  for  the  ufe  and  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  crown  only,  and  in  no  cafe  to 
be  taxed  by  themfelves,  or  their  reprefen- 
tatives  eledted  by  themfelves ;  for  thefe 
charters  convey  no  fuch  powers  to  the  com¬ 
panies,  or  to  their  council.  So  very  far 
from  the  truth  therefore  are  thofe  aflertions 
of  the  Virginia  aflembly  contained  in  their 
refolutions,  “  that  the  inhabitants  of  that 
“  Colony  have  always  been  taxed  by  them- 
“  felves,  or  by  perfons  chofen  by  them- 
“  felves  i  and  of  having  been  governed  on- 
*'  lv  by  fuch  laws,  as  they  or  their  repre- 
**  fentatives  gave  confent  to  ”  that  by  the 

L  3  origi- 


V 


[  H2  ] 

original  confutation  of  the  Colony,  the 
inhabitants  had  no  right  to  chufe  reprefen- 
tatives  for  any  purpofe,  or  of  being  con- 
fulted,  or  their  confent  afked  in  the  fram¬ 
ing  of  any  laws,  or  impofing  of  any  taxes, 
by  which  they  were  bound.  Their  laws 
were  lent  over  to  them  from  England  rea¬ 
dy  drawn  up,  and  enabled  by  a  council  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  crown,  and  their  taxes  were 
impofed  by  the  king’s  foie  prerogative.  Nor 
were  thefe  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  country,  which  is  now 
called  Virginia  only, for  the  territory  granted 
by  thefe  charters  to  the  two  Virginia  com¬ 
panies  extended  from  the  latitude  34  to  the 
latitude  45,  which  includes  the  whole 
country,  from  the  fouth  boundary  of  the 
Colony  of  Virginia,  to  the  frontiers  of  No¬ 
va  Scotia,  and  the  fir  ft  Settlers  in  that  part 
of  this  territory,  which  is  now  called  New 
England,  fettled  under  thofe  very  charters , 
having  purchafed  the  right  fo  to  do  from 
one  of  thofe  companies. 

And  altho’  the  New  England  company 
took  upon  them,  in  their  general  court,  to 
affefs  the  inhabitants,  yet,  as  their  charter 
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gave  them  no  right  fo  to  do,  we  find  their 
having  levied  money  of  the  inhabitants ,  one 
of  the  chief  ads  of  delinquency  alledged  in 
the  writ  of  feire  facias ,  ifiued  againft  their 
charter  in  the  36th  year  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  Second,  and  upon  which  judg¬ 
ment  was  given  in  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  againft  the  governor  and  company 
of  that  Colony,  and  their  charter  taken  a~ 
way.  And  when  after  the  revolution  they 
petitioned  king  William  and  queen  Mary 
.  for  a  renewal  of  their  former  charter,  the 
king’s  council  of  that  great  sera  told  them, 
their  former  charter  was  infufficient  for 
their  purpofe  j  inafmuch  as  by  it  they 
could  not  levey  money  for  the  purpofes  of 
their  government.  And  in  the  new  charter, 
which  was  granted  them  in  the  third  yeaif . 
of  William  and  Mary,  and  which  is  the 
charter  under  which  that  Colony  is  novo  go¬ 
verned,  the  power  to  levy  taxes  is  reftrained 
to  provincial  and  local  purpofes,  and  to  be 
exercifed  over  fuch  only  as  are  inhabitants 
or  proprietors  of  the  faid  Province;  the  terms 
of  the  charter  are  thefe  ;  “  and  we  do  give 
“  and  grant  that  the  faid  general  court  or 
affembly  ihall  have  full  power  and  au- 

L  4  “  thority 


1 


[  *44  J 

tc  thority  to  name  and  fettle  annually  all 
“  civil  officers,  &c.  and  alfo  to  impofe 
fines,  mulcts,  imprifonments  and  other 
“  punishments,  and  to  impofe  and  levy 
“  proportionable  and  reafonable  affeST- 
“  ments,  rates  and  taxes  upon  the  ejiates 
“  and perfons,  of  all  and  every  the  proprietors  or 
4‘  inha1  Hants,  cj  our  Jaid Province  or  territory , 
“  to  be  iffued  and  diSpofed  of,  by  warrant 
“  under  the  hand  of  the  governor  of  our 
“  laid  Province  for  the  time  being,  with 
“  the  advice  and  content  of  the  council, 
“  'for  our  fervice ,  in  the  necefary  defence  and 
“  Jupport  of  our  government,  of  our  faid  Pro - 
“  Vince  or  territory ,  and  the  protection  and  pre- 
“  fervation  of  the  inhabitants  there ,  accord- 
“  ing  to  fuch  a£ts  as  are  or  ffiall  be  in  force 
“  within  our  faid  Province”.  Here  we 
have  the  origin  of  the  American  distinc¬ 
tion  between  external  and  internal  taxes, 
and  the  diftinftion  is  a  real  one  in  refpedt 
to  the  authority  or  right  of  the  aflembly  of 
Maffachufets  Bay,  for  that  aflembly  has  no 
right,  by  their  charter,  to  lay  any  tax  on 
English  traders,  or  their  goods,  frequent¬ 
ing  the  ports  of  that  Province,  if  they  be 
not  inhabitants  or  proprietors  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  ■ 
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vince ;  and  if  they  have  done  any  fuch 
thing,  their  prefent  charter  may  be  as  much 
endangered  by  it,  as  their  former  one  was 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  from 
their  taxing  the  inhabitants  without  autho¬ 
rity.  And  the  reafon  of  this  limitation  in 
their  right  of  levying  taxes  is  plainly  this. 
That  it  might  not  be  in  their  power  to  in¬ 
jure  the  trade  of  England  by  taxing  Englifh 
goods,  (hips,  or  merchants,  who  might 
come  to  trade  there,  or  to  give  any  prefer¬ 
ence  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colony  over 
the  people  of  England.  Thus  this  boafted 
diftindlion,  by  which  it  was  pretended,  that 
parliament  was  precluded  from  taxing  the 
inhabitants  of  that  Colony,  comes  out  to 
be  a  preclufon  oj  the  ajjembly  of  that  Province, 
from  taxing  Englif  traders  or  their  merchant 
dife  in  any  of  the  ports  of  that  Province, 

The  purfuit  of  this  bufinefs  has 
carried  me  to  a  lower  period  of  time, 
than  other  confiderations  will  fuffer  me 
to  proceed  from,  and  I  muft  now  re¬ 
turn  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Virginia 
company,  and  of  parliament  relative  to 
them.  And  indeed,  from  what  we  have  feen 
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of  the  conditions,  under  which  the  firft 
Emegrants  fettled  in  that  country,  we  are 
not  to  be  furprifed  at  finding  petitions 
to  parliament,  from  thefe  firft  Settlers 
in  the  Colonies  fo  early  as  the  year  1621 ; 
and  if,  as  the  adminiftration  of  the  colo- 
nies  tells  us,  parliament  then  dejifled  from 
its  claim  of  right  over  them,  we  can 
fcarcely  fuppofe  the  petitioners  confidered 
that  negleB  of  them  as  a  privilege.  Is  it  not 
more  probable,  that  they  confidered  it  as 
an  addition  to  all  their  other  grievances  ? 
And  how  would  they  be  amazed  at  the  mad- 
nefs  of  their  defcendants,  whom  parliament 
hath  taken  under  its  benign  protection,  and 
refcued  from  the  cruel  fangs  of  prerogative 
and  arbitrary  power.  Did  they  fee  them 
labouring  with  all  their  might  to  throw  off 
the  jurifdidtion  of  parliament,  and  return 
under  the  unlimited  authority  of  the 
crown  ? 

Parliament,  however,  did  not  negleB  their 
applications,  nor  did  parliament,  either 
then,  or  at  any  time  fince,  ever  doubt  of  its 
right  of  jurifdihion  over  the  lands  and  inhabi¬ 
tants  in  America ,  as  will  appear  mod  evi¬ 
dently 
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dently  from  the  commons  journals,  .faith¬ 
ful  extracts  from  which  I  have  pfven  in  the 
appendix  beginning  at  the  year  1614.,  which 
was  only  eight  years  after  the  grant  of  the 
firft  charter,  and  only  five  years  after  the 
grant  of  the  fecond,  for  planting  Colonies 
in  America. 

My  countrymen  will  there  fee,  that  the 
doubts  of  the  right  of  parliament  to  make  laws 
to  bind  the  Colonies,  was  raifed  by  the  king's 
fecretary,  and  that  the  only  members  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  who  feemed  to  doubt 
along  with  him,  were  two  of  the  patentees , 
Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Guy.  The  majority  of 
the  commons,  were  fo  far  from  doubting  of 
their  jurifdidtion,  that  they  pafied  the  bill, 
which  occafioned  the  doubt,  which  was  not 
only  averting  their  righ  t,  but  actually  exercifmg 
it,  as  far  as  any  houfe  of  parliament  can  exer- 
cife  any  legiflative  jurifdidion.  And  what  is 
ftillmore,  the  fecretary  and  thepatenteesfeem 
to  havenotonly  acquiejcedln  the  right  claimed 
by  parliament,  but  to  have  been  drawn  over 
to  the  opinion,  that  parliament  had  fuch  a 
right,  for  in  the  progrefs  of  the  bill,  we 
find  them  filent  upon  the  matter  of  right, 

and 
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and  complaining  of  the  hardfhips  impofed 
by  it  on  the  Settlers,  by  authorifing  and  giv¬ 
ing  a  right  to  the  Englifh  fifliermen  to  cut 
down  Umber  off  their  lands,  and  without  pay¬ 
ing  them  for  it,  even  within  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  of  their  houfes  :  And  propofing  fome 
amendments  in  favour  of  the  colonifts  : 
Without  which ,  Mr.  Secretary  fays,  he  doubts 
whither  the  bill  will  receive  the  royal  aflent. 
But  thefe  commons  of  England  were  not  to 
be  led  by  the  king’s  fecretary  from  their 
duty  to  the  ftate  ;  they  rejected  the  pro- 
vifoes  j  upon  this  truly  parliamentary 
reafon,  “  that  the  fifhing  was  more 
“  beneficial  to  the  commonwealth  than 
“  the  plantation  Upon  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciple  they  contrcuied  a  patent,  which  ex¬ 
cluded  Engiilh  fifhermen  from  fifhing  on 
certain  coafts  of  America,  and  declared  in 
right  of  their  fupreme  authority,  that  the 
penalties  and  forfeitures  inflidted  by  that 
patent  were  void.  They  will  alfo  find  in 
the  fame  journal,  that  the  commons  of 
England  were  not  inattentive  to  theprofpe- 
rity  and  fecurity  of  the  Colonies  from  their 
fir  ft  fettlement,  nor  to  preferve  to  them 

their 
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their  rights  as  fubje£ts  of  England,  whilfl 
they  took  care  to  prevent  them  from  inter¬ 
fering  with,  or  injuring  their  fellow  fub- 
jedts  in  their  mother  coun  try.  For  they  not 
only  allowed  the  ufe  of  Virginia  tobacco, 
when  they  excluded  that  of  all  other  places* 
but  the  forfeiture  which  the  king  had  by  his- 
patent  inflidted  on  the  tobacco flipped  in  Eir- 
ginia ,  they  declared  to  be  illegal,  and  the 
patent  void  becauje  it  was  not  done  by  autho¬ 
rity  of  parliament.  This  was  at  once  refcu- 
ing  the  Colonies  from  the  oppreffive  jurif- 
didtion  of  the  crown,  arid  declaring  their 
own  authority  over  them.  It  was  faying, 
that  the  crown  alone  had  no  right  to  grant 
away  the  property  of  the  people  in  Virgi¬ 
nia,  for  that  right  was  in  king  and  parlia¬ 
ment.  It  was  declaring,  that  the  Colonies 
lay  within  the  realm,  and  were  not  the  pri¬ 
vate  pofleffions  of  the  king,  but  part  and 
parcel  of  the  dominions  of  the  crown,  that 
the  inhabitants  were  fubjedts  of  the  ftate, 
and  intitled  to  the  protedtion  afforded  by  the 
laws  of  England,  againfl  the  arbitrary  adts 
of  the  king,  and  bound  to  pay  obedience  to 
them. 
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It  is  well  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  ex¬ 
cluding  parliament,  from  jurifdidtion  over 
the  Colonies,  was  at  this  time  a  matter  of 
pecuniary,  as  well  as  honorary  conlidera- 
tion  with  the  crown ;  for  as  there  was  then 
no  fettled  revenue  for  the  fupport  of  the 
king’s  civil  government,  the  grant  of  char¬ 
ters  and  monopolies  were  the  molt  impor¬ 
tant  of  the  king’s  methods  of  railing  money 
independant  of  parliament  j  and  from  the 
efpecial  proviiions  in  thefe  charters  to  the 
Virginia  companies,  it  is  evident,  that  the 
king  then  looked  to  the  new  plantations 
in  America,  as  a  fource  for  a  confiderable 
revenue  to  himfelf  and  his  fuccelfors,  which 
might,  perhaps,  enable  them  to  fublilt 
their  houfeholds  in  future,  without  the  dis¬ 
agreeable  aid  of  parliament.  In  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  it  is  more  eafy  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  king  or  his  minifters,  would  have  re¬ 
trained  parliament  in  its  rightful  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  than  have  fuffered  it  to  aJJ'ume  jurif- 
didlion  over  America,  if  parliament  had 
not  a  right  to  it ;  and  the  frequent  rejec¬ 
tion  of  the  filhing  bill  is  a  proof,  that  fuch 
was  really  theintention  of  thecrown,  where¬ 
as  its  frequent  renewal  is  a  like  proof  of 
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an  early  jealoufy  in  the  commons,  and  of 
their  flridt  attention  to  the  rights  of  par¬ 
liaments,  and  the  true  interefts  of  their 
country. 

In  the  year  1632,  Lord  Baltimore  ob¬ 
tained  a  grant  of  lands  in  America,  to 
which  the  charter  gives  the  name  of  Mary¬ 
land  ;  thefe  lands  were  included  in  the  for¬ 
mer  charters  to  the  Virginia  companies,  but 
thofe  companies  not  having  cultivated  or 
planted  them,  the  crown  thought  it  had  a 
right  to  regrant  them  without  any  legal 
procefs ;  and  as  the  Virginia  companies  had 
held  thofe  lands  as  of  the  manor  of  Eaft 
Greenwich,  fo  the  king  now  grants  them 
to  Lord  Baltimore,  to  be  holden  as  of  the 
“  cattle  of  Windfor  in  the  county  of  Berks,” 
declaring,  “  that  the  faid  Province,  tenants 
“  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  Colony  or 
“  country,  fhall  not  from  henceforth  be 

held  or  reputed  a  member,  or  as  part  of 
“  the  land  of  Virginia,  or  of  any  other  Co- 
“  lony  whatfoever,  nor  (hall  be  depending 
“  on,  or  fubjedt  to  their  government  in  any 
“  thing.  And  our  pleafure  is,  that  they 
“  be  feparated,  and  that  they  flail  be 

“  fubjccl 
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“  fubjeSi  immediately  to  our  crown  of  ding-* 
“  land  as  depending  thereof  for  ever."  In 

this  charter,  however  manifeft,  it  appears, 
that  the  king  was  defirous  to  gratify  Lord 
Baltimore  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  yet 
we  find  the  right  of  all  the  fubjedls  of  Eng¬ 
land,  to  fifh  and  cut  wood  on  the  Coafts  of 
America,  for  which  parliament  had  fo  ftre- 
nuoufly  contended,  is  exprefsly  referved. 

Saving  always  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  fuo 
“  cefl'ors,  and  to  all  the  fubjedts  (of  our 
fC  kingdoms  of  England  and  Ireland)  of 
“  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefifors,  free  liberty 
<c  of  fifhing  for  lea  fifh,  as  well  in  the  fea, 
bays,  inlets,  and  navigable  rivers,  as  in 
“  the  harbours,  bays,  and  creeks  of  the 
“  Province  aforelaid,  and  the  privileges  of 
“  falting  and  drying  their  fifh.cw  the  fore  of 
“  the  faid  Province ;  and  for  the  fame  caule 
tc  to  cut  and  take  underwood  or  twigs  there 
“  growing,  and  to  build  cottages  and  feds 
“  necefiary  in  this  behalf fo  that  altho’ 
the  king  refufed  his  aflent  to  the  fifhing 
bill,  yet  we  fee  in  this  patent,  he  made 
refervation  of  thofe  rights  of  the  people  of 
England,  which  parliament  had  alferted 
and  meant  to  have  eftablilhed  by  that  bill ; 

and 
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and  if  he  had  not  done  fo,  we  may  well  iup- 
pofe,  that  the  houfe  of  commons  would  have 
done  it  for  him,  as  we  have  feen  they  did 
in  the  cafe  of  the  Virginia  company,  and 
the  Newfoundland  company;  for  notwith- 
ftanding  the  bill  had  not  the  royal  affent, 
yet  the  refolutions  of  thofe  commons  cf  Eng¬ 
land ,  had  fufficient  efficacy  to  prevent  the 
fettlers  in  Virginia  and  Newfoundland  from 
ever  afterwards  refilling  liberty  to  the  En¬ 
glish  fffiermen  to  fill,  cut  down  wood,  &c. 
upon  their  coafts,  and  within  their  refpeftivft 
charter  jurifdidtions. 

The  intermiffion  of  parliaments  from  this 
date,  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  troubles 
which  occalioned  the  death  of  Charles, 
leaves  us  without  any  further  record  of  the 
opinion  of  parliament  in  his  reign,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  its  right  of  jurifdidtion  over  the 
Colonies  ;  but  we  find  in  Scobel’s  aids  of 
the  commonwealth  parliament,  the  Itrongelt 
and  fulleft  declarations  of  the  right  of  par¬ 
liament,  to  bind  the  Colonies  in  all  cafes 
whatfoever  that  can  be  contained  in  words. 
Virginia,  Barbadoes,  and  fome  other  of  the 
Colonies,  (not  New  England,  for  that 
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Colony  took  part  with  the  commonwealth’s 
men)  had  declared  for  King  Charles  the 
Second,  and  Prince  Rupert  had  carried 
his  fleet  to  fupport  them.  To  punijh  thefe 
Colonies,  the  parliament  made  an  add  in  the 
year  1650,  the  preamble  to  which,  is  as 
fol  lows  :  *  “  Whereas  in  Virginia,  and  in 
“  the  iflands  of  Barbadoes,  Antigo,  St. 
“  Chriftophers,  Mevias,  Montferrat,  Ber- 
“  mudas,  and  divers  other  iflands  and 
“  places  in  America,  there  have  been  and 
A  are  Colonies  and  Plantations  which  were 
“  planted  at  the  cold,  and  fettled  by  the 
“  people,  and  by  authority  of  this  nation, 
“  which  are  and  ought  to  he  fubordinate  to 
“  and  dependent  upon  England,  and  hath  ever 
*'  pace  the  planting  thereof,  been  and  ought  to 
“  be  fid j eel  to  fuch  laws, orders  and  regulations, 
“  as  are  or  fall  be  made  by  the  parliament  of 
“  England I  do  not  quote  this  add  as 
of  force  or  binding  upon  the  Colonies,  I 
only  give  it  as  an  hiftorical  fadd,  containing 
the  opinion  of  that  parliament ;  and  if  we 
believe  the  aflertions  in  the  preamble : 
“  That  the  Colonies  were  always  held  and 
**  deemed  to  be  fubjeSl  to  dll  a  Sis  oj  parha- 
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«  ««■«?,”  which  is  a  matter  that  mult  have 
been  well  known  to  thofe  who  made  that 
aflertion,  as  the  firft  fettlements  were  made 
within  the  memory  of  many  of  them,  it 
will  be  full  evidence,  of  the  opinion  which 
former  parliaments  had  of  their  right  to 
jurifdidtion  over  the  Colonies,  though  it  is 
not  a  proof  of  the  right  of  thofe  who  palled 
the  adt. 

The  great  event  which  quickly  followed, 

w 

and  bywhich  the  conftitution  was  reftored  to 
its  ancient  form,  reftored  parliament  to  its 
legal  authority  over  all  the  fubjedts  of  the 
realm,  and  the  re-eftablifliment  of  peace  af¬ 
forded  an  opportunity  for  exercifing  it ;  and 
from  this  happy  period,  down  to  the  pre¬ 
lent  times,  there  are  but  few  fellions  which 
are  not  marked  by  fome  adt  of  fovereignty 
over  the  Colonies,  fome  regulation  or  tax. 
The  Colonies  were  then  indeed  become  of 
confiderable  importance.  The  number  of 
inhabitants  upon  the  continent  of  America, 
was  not  now  only  4000,  which  was  the 
number  of  all  the  fettlers  there  in  the  reign 
of  James  the  Firft,  when  the  Iri 111  bill  was 
firft  brought  in  ;  and  it  therefore  behoved 
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parliament  more  attentively  to  look  after 
tncai  at  this  time,  than  it  was  neceflary  for 
them  to  do  in  their  infancy  ;  and  from  this 
Jeign  it  is,  we  are  to  begin  our  enquiries 
after  parliamentary  regulation  for  the  trade 
ana  inhabitants  ot  tne  C  olonies,  although 
tne  claim  and  exercife  of  the  right  of  par- 
iiamcnt  over  them,  may  be  taken  much 
higher,  and  is  indeed,  as  we  have  feen, 
coeval  with  their  firft  fettlement.  The 
crown  too  deluded  from  its  claim  to  the  foie 
property  in  the  Colonies  and  right  of  juris¬ 
diction  over  them.  We  hear  no  more  of 
that  prerogative  language  from  the  crown 
to  parliament  j  the  Colonies  are  not  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  realm,  they  are  the  king’s  fe- 
parate  dominions  but,  on  the  contrary,  we 
find  the  crown,  in  its  future  charters  and 
patents  for  granting  territories  in  America, 
carefully  explaining  itfelf  to  have  no  preten- 
iions  to  fuch  feparate  jurifdidtion,  but  fet- 
ting  forth  to  the  Colonies,  that  parliament 
was  in  all  cafes  to  be  the  fupreme  and  fo- 
vereign  legiflature  over  them. 

The  charters  dated  jn  the  14th  year  of 
Charles  the  Second,  which  were  granted  to 

the 
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the  inhabitants  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Iiland,  are  Amply  charters  of  incorporation, 
erecting  the  refpective  inhabitants  in  thofe 
places  into  a  corporate  body,  and  empower¬ 
ing  them  to  do  corporate  acts,  in  like  man¬ 
ner,  as  other  corporations  in  England  are 
empowered  to  do,  or  as  thofe  charters  ex- 
prefs  it :  “  That  they  the  faia  John  Win- 
“  trcp,  & c.  and  all  others  as  noworhere- 
“  alter  fhall  be  admitted  and  made  free  of 
“  the  company  and  fociety  of  our  Colony  of 
“  Connecticut  in  America,  (and  the  fame 
“  words  are  ufed  in  the  Rhode  Ifland  char- 
“  ter)  fhall  from  this  time,  and  for  ever 
“  hereafter,  be  one  body  corporate  and  poli- 
“  tick  in  act  and  name,  by  the  name  of 
“  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Englith 
“  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England 
“  in  America,  and  that  by  the  fame  name, 
<c  they  and  their  fucceffors  fhall  and  may 
“  have  perpetual  fucceffion,  and  fhall  and 
<c  may  be  per  fans  able  and  capable  in  the  law 
“  to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  to  anfwer  and 
“  to  be  anfwer ed  unto,  to  defend  and  to  be 
“  defended  in  all  and  Angular  fuits,  caufes , 
“  quarrels,  matters ,  a £1  ions  and  things  of 
what  kind  or  nature  foever,  and  alfo  to 
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“  have,  take,  poffefs,  acquire  and  purchafe* 

“  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  or 
“  any  goods  or  chattels,  and  the  fame  to 
“  leafe,  grant,  demife,  alien,  bargain, 

“  fell  anddifpofe  of,  as  other  our  liege  peo- 
“  pie  of  this  our  realm  of  England,  or  any 
“  other  corporation ,  or  body  politic,  within 
“  the  fame."  The  man  who  thinks  the 
Terms  o/'  this  claufe  of  the  Conne&icut  and 
Rhode  llland  charters,  defcriptive  of  or 
applicable  to  a  fovereign  State  or  fupreme  le- 
g’jlature,  deferves  not  that  any  lober  argu¬ 
ment  fhould  be  held  with  him.  I  ihall 
therefore  pafs  over  the  further  confidera- 
tion  of  thefe  charters,  with  only  remark- 
ins.  that  the  Ring  here  exprefsly  admits , 
that  the  Colonies  were  then  within  the 
realm  of  England,  or  annexed  to  it,  by 
ufmg  thefe  words,  “  as  other  our  liege  pec- 
«  pie  of  this  our  realm  of  England ,  or  any 
“  other  corporation  within  the  fame.” 

The  patent  for  Penfylvania,  which  was 

granted  the  fame  year  with  the  Rhode  llland 

and  Connecticut  charters,  as  it  was  of  a 

more  extenfive  nature,  and  convey’d  higher 

powers,  feems  to  have  been  drawn  up  with 
1  pro- 
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proportionally  greater  caution,  and  is  in¬ 
deed  fo  full  upon  the  matter  of  the  prefent 
difpute,  between  the  Colonies  and  Parlia¬ 
ment,  that  one  cannot  help  fuppofing,  thcfe 
who  were  intruded  to  prepare  it  had  a  fore¬ 
fight  of  what  has  fince  happened.  The 
preamble  of  the  patent  declares  it  to  be  a 
chief  purpofe  of  the  patentee,  to  enlarge 
“  cur  Eng'ifh  dominions and  that  the  terri- 
tory  granted,  and  its  future  inhabitants, 
fhould  for  ever  continue  as  part  of  that  do¬ 
minion,  is  exprefily  provided  for-  by  the 
following  claufe.  “  And  to  the  end  the 
“  faid  William  Penn,  or  his  heirs  or  other 
“  planters,  owners  or  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
“  Province,  may  not  at  any  time  hereafter , 
“  by  mifconjlrudlion  of  the  powers  aforefatd , 
**  through  inadvertency  or  defgn ,  depart 
“  from  that  faith  and  dueallegiance,  which 

“  BY  THE  LAWS  OF  THIS  OUR  KING- 

“  dom  ok  England,  they  and  all  our 
“  fubjedts  in  our  dominions  and  territories 
“  always  owe  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccef- 
“  fors,  by  colour  of  any  extent  or  largcnels 
“  of  powers  hereby  given,  or  pretended  to 
be  given,  or  by  force  or  colour  of  any  laws 
“  hereafter  to  be  made  in  the  f aid  Province, 
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“  by  virtue  of  any  fuch  powers.  Our  fur- 
ther  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  a  tranfcripl 
“  of  all  laws,  which  fliall  be  made  within 
“  the  faid  Province,  Shall  be  tranfinitted  to 
“  the  privy  council  ;  and  if  any  of  the  faid 
“  laws  (hall  be  declared  by  us,  &c.  in  our 
“  privy  council,  inconiiftent  with  the  fove- 
“  reign ty  or  lawful  prerogative  of  us,  &c. 
V  or  contrary  to  the  faith  or  allegiance  due 
“  by  the  legal  government  of  this  realm ,  from 
“  the  faid  William  Penn,  or  his  heirs,  or 
“  of  the  planters  or  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
“  Province,  from  thenceforth  fuch  laws 
“  fliall  become  void” .  By  another  claufe, 
the  king  covenants  not  to  lay  any  tax  up¬ 
on  the  inhabitants  of  Penfylvania  of  his 
own  foie  prerogative,  but  in  giving  up  that 
right  cf  his  ancejlors ,  he  takes  care  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  he  does  not  mean  to  give  up  the 
right  of  parliament  to  tax  them,  or  pre¬ 
tend  that  he  could  do  fo ;  thefe  are  his 
words  :  **  And  further  our  pleafure  is,  and 
“  for  thefe  prefents  for  us,  &c.  we  do  co- 
“  venant  and  grant  to  and  with  the  faid 
“  William  Penn,  &c.  that  we.  See.  fliall 
“  at  no  time  hereafter  fet  or  make,  orcaufe 
“  to  fet  any  imposition,  cuftom,  or  other 
taxation,  or  rate  or  contribution  whatfo- 
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4‘  ever,  in  and  upon  the  dwellers  and  inha¬ 
's*  bitants  of  the  aforefaid  Province,  for  their 
<!  Lands,  Tenements,  Goods  or  Chattels 
£C  within  the  faid  Province,  01  in  and  up— 
«<  on  aily  goods  or  merchandife  within  the 
«  laid  Province,  or  to  be  laden  or  unladen 
<c  within  the  ports  or  harbours  of  the  faid 
“  Province,  unlefs  the  fame  be  with  the  con- 
“  fenl  of  the  proprietors  or  chief  governor  or 
“  ajjembk,  or  by  act  of  parliament 
<c  in  England  1  am  no  advocate  for 
prerogative  taxes,  either  in  England  or  in 
the  Colonies  ;  but  yet,  if  the  crown  ever 
had  a  right  to  tax  the  inhabitants  of  Penlyl- 
vania,  I  fee  nothing  in  this  charter,  which 
is  the  ancient  conftitution  of  the  Colony, 
which  could  ferve  to  juftify  them  in  refu- 
ling  to  pay  any  tax,  which  the  crown  and 
the  proprietor  might  agree  to  impofe  upon 
them ;  for  the  crown  only  grants,  that 
without  the  confent  of  the  proprietor,  or 
of  the  alfembly,  or  by  adl  of  parliament,  it 
will  not  impofe  taxes,  which  is  referving  to 
itfelf  the  right  of  doing  it  with  the  confent 
of  either , 

f 

In  the  following  year,  viz.  the  15th  of 
Charles  the  Second,  that  part  of  the  North 
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American  continent,  which  lies  to  the 
fouth  of  Virginia,  was  granted  to  eight 
proprietors,  under  the  name  of  Caroli¬ 
na  ;  the  claufe  of  this  patent,  which  fe- 
parates  the  newly  eredled  Province,  and  its 
inhabitants,  from  all  other  Colonies,  very 
fully  declares  their  dependancy  on  the  crown 
of  England.  “  Our  will  and  pleafure  is, 
“  fays  the  patent,  that  they  be  fubjeSi  im- 
“  mediately  to  our  crown  of  England,  as 
“  depending  thereof  jor  ever ;  and  that  the 
“  inhabitants  fhall  not,  at  any  time,  be 
“  liable  to  anfwer  to  any  matter  out  of  our 
“  faid  Province,  other  than  in  our  realm  of 
“  England ,  and  dominion-  oj  Wales  ” 

The  lail  Colony  charter,  granted  by  the 
crown,  is  that  granted  in  the  year  1732,  by 
his  late  majefty,  to  lord  Percival,  and  cer¬ 
tain  other  gentlemen,  who  were  called 
Truilees  for  eftablifhing  the  Colony  of 
Georgia.  The  powers  of  legiflation,  for 
this  Colony,  were  veiled  in  a  council,  to  be 
chofen  by  the  truilees,  or  members  of  the 
corporation  ;  and  it  is  whimfical  enough  to 
obferve,  that  none  were  capable  of  being 
of  that  council,  which  was  thus  appointed 

the 
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the  legislature  for  the  Colony,  who  were 
pofjejjed  of  any  lands ,  or  offices  of  piofit, 
within  the  Colony,  as  if  it  had  been  intend¬ 
ed  to  debar  and  cut  off,  from  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  all  poffibility  of  pretending  to  a  right 
of  being  reprefented  in  this  their  legiflative 
affemMy,  or  of  electing  the  membeis  of 
whom  it  fhould  be  compofed.  Or  perhaps 
it  was  intended,  by  this  lingular  reftraint, 
to  prevent  the  corporate  powers  from  being 
carried  over  to  the  Colony,  as  had  been  the 
cafe  with  the  Virginia  charters.  What¬ 
ever  the  reafon  was,  we  find  fuch  was  the 
legiflature  the  inhabitants  of  Georgia  were. 

to  be  governed  by - and  by  it  they  w  ere 

governed  for  twenty  years,  aftei  which,  viz. 
in  1752,  the  truftees  refigned  their  charter, 
and  re-invefted  the  Colony  in  the  crown. 
The  truftees  council  were  indeed  iparing 
in  the  exercife  of  their  legiflative  powers, 
for  they  er.adted  only  three  laws  in  all  that 
time,  but  they  may  truly  be  faid,  to  have 
been  fufficient,  and  moft  effectually  pre¬ 
cluded  the  neceffity  for  more.  1  he  one 
prevented  the  inhabitants  from  trading  to 
the  Weft  India  Iflands.  The  other  pre¬ 
vented  them  from  trading  with  the  Indians; 

and 
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and  the  third  prevented  them  from  culti¬ 
vating  their  lands.  The  adds  did  not  in¬ 
deed  bear  luch  titles,  but  the  reftraints  im¬ 
posed  by  them  had  exactly  thofe  effedts. 
Bite  council  however  repealed  two  of  thofe 
adds  before  tiiey  redigued  their  charter,  but 
the  one  for  regulating  the  trade  with  the 
Indians,  and  by  which  a  lax  is  laid  upon  the 
traders,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  falaries 
to  the  officers,  is,  with  fome  amendments, 
ftill  of  force  in  that  Colony;  and  thofe  in¬ 
habitants  who  pretend,  that  parliament,  the 
fupreme  legiflative  authority  over  all  the 
realm,  has  no  right  to  make  laws  to  bind 
them,  are,  and  always  have  been,  actually 
bound  and  taxed  by  a  law,  enadted  by  half 
a  dozen  Engliffi  gentlemen  at  a  tavern 
meeting - -But  to  return  to  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  parliament.  1 

In  the  1 2th  year  of  Charles  the  Second, 
which  was  the  firft  feffion  after  the  refto- 
ration,  parliament  gives  a  flrong  inftanceof 
its  attention  to  the  general  intereft  of  this 
country,  and  of  the  Colonies,  and  of  its 
authority  over  them. 

It 
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It  prohibits,  “  the  importation  into,  or 
“  the  exportation  out  of  any  lands,  illands, 
“  plantations,  or  territories,  to  his  Majef- 
“  ty  belonging,  or  in  his  poffeffion,  or 
“  which  may  hereafter  belong  unto,  or  be 
“  in  poffeffion  of  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and 
“  fucceffors,  in  Alia,  Africa  and  America,” 
of  all  goods  and  commodities  whatfoever, 
“  except  in  fhips  belonging  to  the  people 
“  of  England  or  Ireland,  cr  the  laid  lands, 
,c  illands,  plantations  or  territories and 
“  navigated  by  EngUJhmen ,”  and  the  Terms 
Englijhmen  and  Englijh  fhipping  ;  the  fame 
aft  explains  to  include,  “  the  men  and 
<e  fhipping  belonging  to  England,  Ireland, 
“  Wales,  Guernfey,  Jerfey,  or  any  other; 
<c  the  lands,  illands,  dominions  and  terri- 
“  tori.es,  to  his  Majefty,  in  Africa,  Alia 
“  or  America,  belonging,  or  in  his  poflef- 
“  fton  and  under  this  explanation  of  the 
terms  Englilh  fhips  and  Englilh  men,  have 
the  fhips,  and  inhabitants  of  the  Colonies, 
ever  fmee  enjoyed  the  fame  privileges  and 
advantages,  as  the  fhips  and  inhabitants  of 
the  kingdom  of  England  are  intitlcd  to  ; 
and  in  all  future  afts,  the  refpeftive  inha¬ 
bitants  are  deemed  one  and  the  fame  people, 

and 
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and  their  (hips  to  belong  to  one  and  the 
fame  people.  But  this  ad  goes  dill  further* 
in  its  exercife  of  parliamentary  jurifdidion 
in  and  over  the  Colonies,  for  it  prohi- 
“  bits  any  perfon,  who  is  an  Alien ;  that 
“  is,  as  the  ad  explains  it,  one,  not  born 
“  within  the  allegiance  cf  the  King ,  or  made 
i(  a  free  denizen,  from  exercidng  the  trade 
“  or  occupation  of  a  merchant  or  fador, 
“  in  any  the  faid  places,  upon  pain  of  the 
“  forfeiture  and  lofs  of  all  fuch  perfon’s 
“  goods  or  chattels.” 

The  preamble  to  that  part  of  the  ad,  of 
the  15th  of  Charles  the  Second,  which  re¬ 
lates  to  the  plantations,  has  already  been 
taken  notice  of,  but  the  reafon  which 
parliament  gives  for  enforcing  the  prohi¬ 
bition  of  planting  tobacco  in  England,  is 
worthy  of  remark,  inafmuch,  as  it  ferves 
to  prove  the  practicability  of  cultivating 
that  plant  in  England,  and  the  generous 
and  equal  regard  which  parliament  enter¬ 
tained  for  the  inhabitants  in  the  Colonies, 
and  people  of  England,  as  fubjeds  in  com¬ 
mon,  of  the  State.  “  And  forafmuch, 
“  fays  the  datute,  as  planting  and  making 

“  to- 
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**  tobacco  within  the  kingdom  of  Eng- 
“  land,  doth  continue  and  increafe,  to  the 
“  apparent  lofs  of  his  faid  Majefty  in  his 
<c  cuftoms,  the  difcouragement  of  the  EngUjh 
“  plantations  in  the  parts  beyond  the  fcas ,  and 
“  prejudice  of  this  kingdom  in  general 

The  aft  of  the  25th  of  this  reign  (Chap, 
the  7th)  is  the  firft  which  lays  taxes  in  the 
Colonies ,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  revenue .  Not 
indeed  upon  commodities  carried  thither 
from  England,  or  upon  fuch  part  of  the 
Colony  products,  as  were  confumed  in  the 
Colonies,  in  which  they  were  raifed,  for 
parliament  feems,  by  its  reafoning  in  that 
act,  to  have  exempted  them  from  taxes  in 
thefe  cafes,  by  way  of  encouragement,  and 
in  confederation  of  their  not  being  then  as 
well  able  to  pay  taxes,  as  the  people  of 
England  were,  upon  what  they  confumed, 
but  upon  fuch  of  their  products,  as  they 
exported  to  foreign  countries,  or  carried 
from  one  Colony  to  another,  the  following  du¬ 
ties  are  directed  to  be  paid  at  exportation  ; 
“  for  fo  much  of  the  faid  commodities  as  fall 
“  be  laded,  and  put  on  board  fuch  fiip  or  vef- 
<(  fel ;  that  is  to  fay,  for  fugar  white,  the 

“  hun- 
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<!  hundred  weight,  five fifillings ;  and  brown 
“  and  mufeovados,  the  hundred  weight, 

“  one  finding  and  fix-pence ;  tobacco,  the 
“  pound,  one  pinny ;  cotton  woo!,  the 
“  pound,  one  half  penny ;  for  indico,  tivo- 
“  pence  ;  ginger,  the  hundred  weight,  one 
“  finding  ;  logwood,  the  hundred  weight, 

“  five  pounds ;  fuftick,  and  all  other  dying 
“  wood,  the  hundred  weight,  fix-pence ; 

“  cocoa,  the  pound,  one  penny  -,  to  be  1c- 
vied,  collected  and  paid,  at  fuch  places, 

“  and  to  fuch  collectors,  and  other  officers, 

“  as  ffiall  be  appointed  in  the  refpective 
“  plantations,  to  collect,  levy  and  receive 
“  the  fame,  before  the  lading  thereof,  and 
“  under  fuch  penalties,  both  to  the  of- 
“  ficers,  and  upon  the  goods,  as  for  non- 
“  payment  of,  or  defrauding  his  Majefty 
“  of  his  cuftoms  in  England  j”  And  for 
the  better  “  collection  of  the  fever al  rates  and 
“  duties  impofed  by  this  act,  be  it  enacted, 

“  that  this  whole  bufinefs  ffiall  be  ordered 
“  and  managed,  and  the  feveral  duties  here- 
“  by  impofed,  ffiall  be  caufed  to  be  levied  by 
“  the  commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  in  Eng- 
“  land,  by  and  under  the  authority  and  di- 
“  relictions  of  the  lord  treafurer  of  England, 

“  or 
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or  commiffioners  of  the  treafury f  the 
only  duty  impofed  by  this  a<5t  upon  any  ol 
thefe  commodities,  which  can  be  called  a 
prohibitory  duty,  is  that  upon  logwood  ;  for 
the  rates  and  taxes,  charged  upon  all  the 
others,  were  not  only  fuch  as  the  commo¬ 
dities  could  bear,  but  which  it  was  intended 
they  jhould  bear ,  and  which  were  aSlually  paia 
by  the  inhabitants  in  the  Colonies,  who 
continued  to  export  them  after  thofe  du¬ 
ties  were  laid  upon  them,  until  the  law 
was  altered  by  fubfequent  adls,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  reigns.  There  is  indeed  no  appro¬ 
priation  of  the  revenue  to  arife  from  thefe 
taxes,  declared  in  the  ait,  but  it  was  not 
then  the  practice  of  parliament,  to  appro¬ 
priate  all  revenues  that  were  to  arile,  Irom 
the  taxes  it  impofed,  either  in  England  or 
in  the  Colonies  j  they  were  given  to  the 
King  generally,  and  without  account  for 
the  public  fervice  of  the  date.  But  if  par¬ 
liament  had  only  intended  thefe  taxes  as  re¬ 
gulations  of  trade ,  that  is  to  fay,  as  prohi¬ 
bitory  of  the  exportation  to  foreign  parts , 
or  from  one  Colony  to  another ,  of  any  of  the 
produ&s  or  commodities,  upon  which  the 
taxes  were  laid why  did  it  impofe  a  tax, 

N  of 
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of  only  one  (hilling  and  fix-pence  the  hurt* 
dred  weight,  upon  mufcovado  fugar,  which 
was  then  worth  more  than  twenty  Jhillings 
in  the  Colonies,  and  at  the  fame  time  tax 
a  hundred  weight  of  logwood,  which  was 
not  worth  near  fo  much,  at  five  pounds  ? 
The  fame  queftion  may  he  aficed,  in  refpedt 
to  all  the  other  commodities,  and  the  an- 
fwer  can  only  be,  that  the  high  tax,  in  the 
one  cafe,  was  intended  for  a  prohibition, 
and  in  all  the  others,  the  taxes  were  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  paid,  and  to  raife  a  revenue,  in 
the  Colonies,  from  their  trade,  for  the  ge¬ 
neral  fervice  of  the  lfate.  “  Their  trade 

“  and  navigation,  fays  the  ftatute,  in  thofe 

0 

“  commodities,  from  one  plantation  to 
“  another,  was  then  greatly  increafed,,y  and 
was  become  an  objedt  for  taxation,  and 
was  therefore  taxed  accordingly.  And  what 
puts  it  beyond  all  pofiibility  of  doubt,  that 
thefe  taxes  were  impofed  for  the  purpofe  of 
revenue,  is,  that  the  taxes,  directed  to  be 
paid  'on  the  exportation  to  foreign  parts, 
or  from  one  Colony  to  another,  of  fome  of 
thefe  products  of  the  Colonies,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  on  all,  are  the  fame  as  were  then  paid 
in  England,  upon  the  importation  of  thofe 

products 
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produdts  into  that  kingdom ;  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  never  was  imagined,  that  tbofe  taxes 
were  not  impofed  For  the  purpofe  of  re¬ 
venue.  The  plain  and  obvious  intention 
of  parliament,  therefore,  appears  to  have 
been,  that  the  people,  in  the  Colonies  where 
the  refpedtive  commodities  were  not  pro¬ 
duced,  fhould  pay  the  fame  taxes  for  uting 
them,  as  were  paid  by  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  for  ufing  them ;  and  that  fuch  of 
thofe  products,  as  were  carried  to  foreign 
countries,  fhould  alfo  pay  the  fame  taxes  ; 
as  well  to  prevent  foreigners  from  having 
them  cheaper  than  the  people  in  England, 
or  in  the  Colonies  could  have  them,  and 
thereby  cutting  them  off  from  any  pre¬ 
ference  in  the  market,  as  alfo  to  raife  a  re¬ 
venue  to  the  ftate,  out  of  what  was  con- 
fumed  by  foreigners.  Some  of  thefe  taxes 
JUll  remain ,  and  are  now  paid  in  the  Colonies , 
particularly  the  two-pence  per  lb.  on  indi¬ 
go  ;  and  it  was  not  till  his  late  Majefty’s 
reign,  that  fome  of  the  other  taxes  were 
altered. 

By  the  7th  and  8th  of  William  and 
Mary,  it  is  enadted,  “  that  every  feaman 

N  2  what- 


[  l72  1 

“  whatfoever,  that  (hall  ferve  his  Majefty, 
“  or  any  other  perfon  whatfoever,  in  any  of 
“  his  Majefty’s  (hips,  or  in  any  Jlrip  or  vef- 
“  fel  whatfoever,  belonging  or  to  belong  to 
any  fubjedts  of  England,  or  any  other 
his  Majefly’s  dominions,  (hall  allow,  and 
there  (hall  be  paid  out  of  the  wages  of 
every  fuch  feaman,  to  grow  due  for  fuch 
his  fervice,  6  d.  per  annum ,  for  the 
better  fupport  of  the  faid  hofpital,  and 
to  augment  the  revenue  thereof.”  This  tax 
has  always  been,  and  ftill  is  levied  in  the 
Colonies. 
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But  an  adt,  which  was  pafied  the  fame 
year,  intituled,  “  An  adt  for  preventing 
**  frauds,  and  regulating  abufes  in  the  plan- 
“  tations,”  is  ftill  more  remarkable  for  the 
exercife  of  parliamentary  jurifdidtion  in  the 
Colonies,  not  only  over  the  individuals  and 
their  effedts,  but  over  their  courts  of  juftice, 
and  even  over  their  ajjembhes  alfo.  T.  his  adt 
renews  and  enforces  all  former  adts  refpec- 
ting  the  plantations,  and  makes  all  drips 
and  veffels  coming  into  any  port  there  liable 
to  the  fame  regulations  and  reftridtions,  as 
(hips  in  the  ports  in  England  are  liable 

to; 
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to ;  and  then  goes  on  to  enad,  “  That 
**  the  officers  for  collecting  and  managing 
“  his  Majefty  s  revenue ,  and  inflecting  the 
“  plantation  trade  in  any  of  the  laid  plan- 
“  tations,  lhall  have  the  fame  powers  and 
“  authorities  for  vifiting  and  fearching  of 
“  fhips,  and  taking  their  entries,  and  for 
“  feizing  and  fecuring,  or  bringing  on 
“  ffiore  any  of  the  goods  prohibited  to  be 
“  imported  or  exported  into  or  out  of 
“  any  of  the  laid  Colonies  and  planta- 
“  tions,  or  jor  which  any  duties  arc  pay- 
“  able,  or  ought  to  have  been  paid  by  any 
“  of  the  before-mentioned  ads,  as  are 
“  provided  for  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms 
“  in  England  :  and  alfo  to  enter  houfes  cr 
“  warehoufes  to  fearch  for ,  and  feize  any 
“  fuch  goods.  And  that  all  the  war- 
“  fingers  and  owners  of  keys  and  wharfs, 
“  or  any  lighterman,  bargeman,  waterman, 
“  porter,  or  other  perfens ,  alii  fling  in  the 
“  conveyance,  concealment  or  refeue,  &c. 
“  ffiall  be  brought  to  the  like  pains  and 
“  penalties,  as  are  provided  in  relation  to 
“  prohibited  or  uncuftomcd  goods  here 
to  England.  And  the  like  afhftance 
“  lhall  be-  given,  to  the  laid  officers  as  is 

N  3 


pro 


[  *74  J 

“  provided  for  the  officers  in  England  : 
“  and  all'o.  that  in  cafe  any  officer  or  of- 
“  ficer  in  the  plantations,  fhall  be  lued 
<c  or  molefted  for  any  thing  done  in  the 
‘‘  execution  of  their  office,  the  faid  of- 
“  ficer  may  plead  the  general  iffue,  and 
“  Jhall  give  this,  or  other  cnjiom  adis  in 
“  evidence ,  and  the  judge  to  allow  thereof.” 
Another  claufe  of  this  adt,  prohibits  the 
owners  of  lairds,  in  the  Colonies  on  the 
Continent  from  felling  them,  to  any  perfon 
who  is  not  a  natural  born  fubjedt  of  Eng¬ 
land  or  Ireland,  unlefs  by  licence  from 
his  Majefty.  But  the  higheft  exercife  of 
authority,  is  contained  in  the  9th  fedtion 
of  this  adt,  which  declares  and  enadts, 
“  That  all  laws,  bye-laws,  ufages  or  cuf- 
“  toms,  at  this  time,  or  which  hereafter 
“  ffiall  be  in  pradtice,  or  endeavoured  or 
£C  pretended  to  be  in  force,  or  practice  in 
“  any  of  the  faid  plantations,  which  are 
“  in  any  wife  repugnant  to  the  before- 
“  mentioned  laws,  or  any  of  them,  fo  far 
<c  as  they  do  relate  to  the  faid  planta- 
€t  lions,  or  any  of  them,  or  which  are 
€€  any  ways  repugnant  to  this  prefent  acr, 

€t  or  to  any  ether  law  hereafter  to  he  made 
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u  in  this  kingdom ,  fo  far  as  fuel)  law  fliall 
“  relate  to  and  mention  the  faid  plan- 
“  tations,  are  illegal ,  null  and  void ,  to  all 
“  intents  andpurpofes  whatfoever 

The  number  of  acts  of  parliament  re- 
fpeding  the  Colonies,  is  fo  great  in  this 
and  the  fubfequent  reigns,  that  quotati¬ 
ons  from  them  all  would  be  endlefs,  I 
fliall  therefore  pafs  on  to  that  of  the 
nth  of  King  William,  for  the  trial  of 
pyrates  in  America,  in  which  we  find  the 
following  claufe  than,  which  nothing  can 
be  more  exprellive  of  the  full  authority , 
which  parliament  then  exercifed  over  the 
Colonies.  “  And  be  it  hereby  further  de- 
“  dared  and  enaded,  that  if  any  of  the 
4C  governors  in  the  faid  plantations,  or 
“  any  perfon  or  perfons  in  authority  there , 
“  fliall  refufe  to  yield  obedience  to  this  ad, 
“  fuch  refufal  is  hereby  declared  to  be 
“  a  forfeiture  of  all  and  every  the  char- 
“  ters  granted  for  the  government  or  pro-- 
“  priety  of  fuch  plantation.” 

The,  third  and  fourth  of  Queen  Ann, 

prohibits  the  cutting  down  any  pitch  or 
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tar  trees  in  the  Colonies  of  New  Eng¬ 
land,  New  York,  or  the  Jerfeys,  that  (hall 
not  be  within  a  fence  or  enclofure, 

notwithfanding  the  lands  on  which  they  grow , 
and  ccnfequently  the  trees ,  may  be  the  private 
property  of  the  inhabitants  in  thefe  Colonies. 

The  adt  of  the  ninth  of  that  reign 
for  ellablilhing  the  port  office,  gives  this 
reafon  lor  its  eftabliffiment,  and  for  lay¬ 
ing  the  taxes  thereby  impofed  on  the 
carriage  of  letters  in  Great  Britain  and 
Irel  and,  the  Colonies  and  Plantations  in 
North  America ,  and  the  Wejl  Indies,  and 
all  ether  her  Majefvy’s  dominions  and  ter¬ 
ritories,  “  That  the  bulinefs  may  be  done 
“  in  fuch  manner,  as  may  be  moll  benefi- 
“  cial  to  the  people  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
“  and  her  Majelly  may  be  fupplied ,  and  the 
“  revenue  arifing  by  the  (aid  office  better  im - 
“  proved,  fettled  and  fecured  to  her  Majefly , 
“  her  bars  and  fucce for  s."  And  belides 
taxing  the  letters  in  the  Colonies  for  thefe 
purpoles,  the  ferrymen,  and  owners  of 
ferries  in  North  America,  are  required  to 
give  up  their  dues  for  ferriage,  and  to  carry 
over  the  poll  without  payment,  under  a 
heavy  penalty. 


The 
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The  ad  of  the  fifth  of  George  the  Second, 
which  prohibits  the  exportation  of  hats 
made  in  the  Colonies,  even  from  one  Co¬ 
lony  to  another  :  alfo  prohibits  any  per- 
fons,  who  have  not  ferved  an  apprentice- 
fhip  to  that  bufinefs,  from 'making  hats 
there  even  for  their  own  wearing  :  and  alfo, 
reftrains  all  makers  of  hats,  from  taking 
more  than  two  apprentices  at  a  time,  or 
any  for  lefs  than  feven  years,  and  intire- 
ly  prohibits  the  employing  negroes  in  that 
bulinefs.  And  the  ad  of  the  131^ 
George  the  Second,  which  the  Colonies 
quote,  as  having  conveyed  to  them  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  Englifhmen,  natu¬ 
ralizes  foreigners,  who  (brail  refide  feven 
years  in  the  Colonies,  not  only  in  relped 
to  Great  Britain,  but  in  refped  to  theCo- 
lonies  alfo  ;  and  the  naturalization  of  fuch 
foreigners  by  authority  of  the  faid  ad, 
has  never  been  difputed  in  the  Colonies, 
and  they  have  not  only  voted  in  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  members  of  the  feveral  Colony  af- 
femblies,  but  have  been  eleded  into  thofe 
aflemblies  and  fat  therein,  in  confequence 
of  and  by  authority  of  this  ad. 
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I  fhall  mention  but  one  a d  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ffloi  c,  as  that  ad  will  compleat  what¬ 
ever  may  be  wanting  (if  any  thing  can  in¬ 
deed  be  fuppofed  wanting  after  the  variety 
I  have  quoted)  to  compleat  the  evidence 
Oi  the  unlimited  jurifdtSlion  which  parlia¬ 
ment  has  always  exercifed  over  the  Co¬ 
lonies  in  all  cafes  whatfoeverj  and  that  is 
the  ad  of  the  5th  of  the  late  king,  “  which 
abrogates  fo  much  of  the  common  law 
as  relates  to  defeents  of  freeholds  in 

•  America,  takes  from  the  fon  the  right 
of  inkwiitance  in  the  lands  the  crown 
had  grantee  io  ids  father  in  abfolutefee, 
makes  them  affets,  and  applies  them  to. 
the  payment  of  debts  and  accounts  con- 
traded  by  the  father,  without  the  par- 

“  ticipation  of  the  fon  And  what  gives 
this  ad  a  higher  air  of  importance,  than 
any  other  is,  that  it  was  palled  upon  the 
petition  of  tne  Englifh  merchants  trading 
to  the  Colonies,  who  complained,  “  that  in 
“  Virginia  and  Jamaica,  a  privilege  was 
“  claimed  to  exempt  their  houfes,  lands, 
andtenements,and  their  negroes  alfo  from 

*  See  the  claim  of  the  Colonies  examined. 
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“  being  extended  for  debt  ;  and  the  Lot  do 
«  of  Trade  reprefented,  that  the  ajfemblies 
“  of  thofe  Colonies  could  never  be  induced 
“  to  dived  themfelves  of  thefe  privileges  by 
“  am  aft  of  their  own"  What  the  Colony 
aflemblies  therefore  had  refufed  to  do,  pat  - 
liament  of  its  own  authority  did. 


Whilft  parliament  was  thus  in  every 
reign,  and  almoft  in  every  feffion,  exercif- 
ing  its  fupreme  legiflative  authority  over  the 
Colonies,  the  minifters  and  fervants  of  the 
crown  were  not  wanting  on  their  part,  in 
carrying  the  laws  into  due  execution,  or 
in  exerting  the  Prince’s  juft  authority,  for 
preferving  the  Colonies  in  then  dependance 
on  the  king  and  parliament  ot  Great 

Britain. 


It  was  not  indeed  ufual  in  thofe  times , 
to  call  men  to  the  higheft  offices  of  theftate, 
who  were  utterly  unacquainted  with  the 
conftitution  ;  or  to  place  at  the  head  of 
the  lawfuch  as  were  altogether  ignorant  of 
the  ftatutes  and  cuftoms  of  the  realm. 


The  maxim  that  the  king  can  do  no  wrong, 
was  not  then  extended  to  the  conduct  ot 


every 


v 
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every  minifier  who  could  feize  upon  the 
reins  of  government,  or  poffiefs  himfelf  of 
the  powers  of  the  crown.  The  great  of¬ 
fices  of  the  fiate,  were  then  deemed  offices 
of  refponjibility ,  and  the  fan&ions  of  par¬ 
liamentary  enquiries  and  impeachments 
guarded  them  from  prophanation  by  ar¬ 
rogant  intruders.  An  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  would  then  have  been  fo  far  from 
excufing  the  blunders  of  a  minifier,  up¬ 
on  his  plea  of  ignorance,  that  they  would 
have  confidered  his  having  dared  to  exe¬ 
cute  an  office,  with  the  duties  of  which 
he  knew  himfelf  to  be  unacquainted,  as  an 
high  aggravation  of  his  guilt.  No  minifier 
in  thofe  times ,  would  have  been  defperate 
enough  to  have  infulted  or  trifled  with  an 
houfe  of  parliament,  by  negledting  or  re- 
fufing  to  carry  its  refolutions  into  full 
execution  ;  much  lefs  to  have  held  a  fhield 
before  thofe  who  had  defied  its  authority, 
to  fkreen  them  from  its  refentment.  The 
terrors  of  parliamentary  cenfures  or  puniffi- 
ments  then  made  minifiers  diligent  and 
refolute,  in  the  difeharge  of  their  duty,  and 
withheld  prefumptuous  and  incapable  men 
from  venturing  to  condudt  the  fiate. 

The 
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The  Prince  was  therefore  well  ferved,  his 
councils  were  wife,  and  his  crown  fur- 
rounded  with  dignity.  The  nation  was  re- 
fpefted  abroad,  the  Prince  beloved  at  home, 
and  parliament  reverenced  by  all  the  fub- 
jefts  of  the  realm.  The  fentiments  which 
the  Colonies  then  entertained  for  their  mo¬ 
ther  country,  and  for  its  laws,  were  thofe 

m 

of  duty  and  affeftion  ;  they  claimed  their 
protection,  and  they  profefled  a  willing 
obedience  to  their  authority.  Nay,  they 
not  only  obeyed  aits  of  parliament,  but 
loved  them,  and  held  their  right  to  be  go¬ 
verned  by  them  as  their  chiefeft  privilege, 
and  the  grand  fource  of  their  happinefs. 
We  have  an  uncontrovertible  proof,  that 
fuch  were  the  fentiments  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Virginia,  in  the  firSt  ait  palled  by  the  af- 
fembly  of  that  Colony  after  the  restoration. 

This  aft,  after  reciting  the  changes  of  go¬ 
vernment  and  unhappy  disturbances  during 
the  late  ufurpation,  declares  what  former 
afts  of  alfembly  Shall  be  and  continue  in 
force  in  that  Province  in  future.  “  Profef- 
“  fing,  that  in  the  colleftion  they  have 
“  made,  they  have  endeavoured  in  all  things 
“  as  near  as  the  capacity  and  constitution 

of 
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ic  of  this  country  would  admit,  to  adhere 
to  ihofi  excellent  and  often  refned  Laws 
“  of  England,  to  which  we  profess 
“  AND  ACKNOWLEDGE  ALL  REVERENCE 
“  AND  obedience  }  and  that  the  laws 
“  made  by  us,  are  intended  by  us,  but  as 
“  brief  memorials  of  that  which  the  capa- 
“  city  of  our  courts,  is  utterly  incapable  to 
colled:  out  of  its  vaft  volumes,  though 
“  fometimes  perhaps  for  the  difference  of 
“  our  and  their  condition,  ‘varying  in  J, mall 
“  things,  but  far  from  the  Pres  u  mption 
“  of  contradiSling  any  thing  therein  contained 

And  in  another  ad,  in  the  year  1666, 
they  thus  exprefs  themfelves,  “  Whereas, 
“  for  the  better  conformity  of  the  proceed- 
“  ings  of  the  courts  in  this  country,  to  the 
<£  Laws  of  England,  it  appears  neceffary, 
“  that  for  the  better  diredion  therein,  all 
“  the  former  fatutes  at  large,  andthofema.de 
“  Jince  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  his  moji 
“  Jacred  Majefty,  that  now  is,  and  fome  other 
“  efteemed  books  of  law,  fhould  be  pur- 
“  chafed.” 


New 
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New  England  indeed  was  not  equally 
"well  difpofed  towards  the  reftored  King 
of  England,  as  Virginia;  and  although 
I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  adts  ol 
aflembly,  or  corporate  records,  made  in  thefe 
early  times,  in  that  country,  yet  I  do  not 
fuppofe,  that  thofe  which  were  made,  were 
expreflive  of  duty  to  the  King,  or  to  the 
then  parliament ;  for  the  inhabitants  there 
had  acknowledged  obedience  to  the  Com¬ 
mon-wealth  parliament,  and  their  religious, 
as  well  as  political  tenets,  led  them  to  dii- 
like  the  newly  reftored  conftitution.  1  heir 
condudt,  however,  was  not  unobfervea  by 
the  King  and  his  Minifters ;  and  inat  ic. 
might  be  the  more  ftricily  enquired  into, 
a  commiffion  was  difpatched  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  England,  empowering  cer¬ 
tain  commifiioners,  to  lurvey  and  examine 
the  ftate  of  the  Colonies.  And  it  was  upon 
the  report  of  thefe  commifiioners,  that  the 
Jcire  facias ,  of  which  I  have  already  taken 
notice,  iffued  out  of  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  againft  the  New  England  charters, 
alledging,  among  other  things,  that  the 

corporate  aflemblies  had  taxed  the  inhabi¬ 
tants 
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tants  without  authority  from  their  charter  fo 
to  do. 

A  tranfadtion  between  the  minifters  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  affembly  of  New 
York,  which  took  its  rife  in  the  year  1710, 
likewife  furnifhes  a  ftrong  proof  of  the  at¬ 
tention  which  the  great  minifters,  of  that 
time,  gave  to  the  Colony  proceedings  j  and 
of  their  opinion  of  the  right  of  parliament 
to  tax  them  ;  and  the  fubfequent  condudf  of 
the  affembly  of  New  York,  is  alfo  an  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  juft  conceptions  they  then  had 
of  the  authority  of  parliament,  and  of 
their  wifdom  in  obviating  the  neceffity  for 
its  interpolation,  by  impojing  the  tax  them- 
fehes. 

The  grants  which  had  been  made  by  that 
affembly  for  feveral  years  before,  for  the 
fupport  of  government,  were  difeontinued 
in  the  year  1710 ;  and  upon  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  then  governor  of  that  Province, 
of  the  affembly’s  refufal  to  renew  the 
grant,  the  Whig  Minifters  immediately  re- 
folved  to  bring  in  a  bill  into  parliament, 
lor  impofing  all  the  taxes  which  had  been 

difeon- 
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discontinued  by  the  affembly,  and  applying 
the  revenue  to  arife  from  them  in  the  lame 
manner,  and  for  the  fame  purpofes,  as  the 
revenue  produced  by  them,  when  they  were 
impofed  by  ad  of  affembly,  had  been  ap¬ 
plied.  A  bill  was  prepared  accordingly, 
and  laid  before  Sir  Edward  Northey,  and 
Sir  Robert  Raymond,  afterwards  Lord  Ray¬ 
mond,  for  their  opinion,  and  the  bill  re¬ 
ceived  their  approbation ,  as  will  appear  from 
the  following  copy  of  it,  underwritten  by 
thofe  two  great  lawyers. 

Copy  of  a  Bill-,  intituled ,  An  Act  for 
granting  a  Revenue  to  Her  Majefly,  to  arife 
within  the  Province  of  New  York,  in  A- 
merica,for  the  fupport  cj  that  Government . 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WHEREAS,  by  an  ad  made  and 
palled  in  the  felfion  of  general  af¬ 
fembly  of  your  Majefty’s  Province  of  New 
York,  in  America,  begun  the  four  and 
twentieth  day  of  Odober,  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred,  ninety  and  two,  intituled, 
“  An  Ad  for  eftablilhing  a  Revenue  upon 
**  their  Majefties,  and  for  defraying  the 

O  “  pub- 
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<c  publick  and  necefiary  charges  of  the 
<c  Government,”  the  feveral  Rates,  Duties, 
Excifes  and  Impoiitions,  upon  Merchan¬ 
dizes,  Goods,  Furs  and  Liquors,  therein 
mentioned,  and  hereinafter  particularly  ex- 
preffed,  were  granted  to  their  faid  Majef- 
ties,  from  and  after  the  eighteenth  day  of 
May,  One  tnoufand,  fix  hundred,  ninety 
and  three,  for  and  during  the  term  of  two 
years,  from  thence  next,  and  immediately 
enfuing,  for  the  fupport  of  that  Govern¬ 
ment,  as  therein-mentioned.  Which  faid 
feveral  Rates,  Duties,  Excifes  and  Impoli- 
tions,  were,  by  feveral  other  fubfequent 
a<3s  of  General  Affembly,  continued,  until 
the  eighteenth  day  of  May,  One  thoufand, 
feven  hundred  and  nine,  in  the  manner 
therein-mentioned  :  And  whereas  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Affembiy  of  the  faid  Province,  upon, 
frequent  applications  to  them  for  that  pur- 
pole  made,  have  lately  refujed  to  continue 
the  faid  Kates,  Duties,  Excifes  and  Impof- 
tions,  for  any  longer  or  further  time,  or  to 
gi  ant  any  other  fuhfdies  jor  raifng  a  revenue, 
fuffictent  for  the  necejjary  expences  of  the  faid 
Government,  notwithflanding  four  compa¬ 
nies  of  foldiers,  and  fome  fhips  of  war, 

have. 
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have,  during  the  prefent  war,  been  main¬ 
tained  at  the  charge  of  the  crown,  for  the 
defence  and  (ecnnty  of  that  Province ,  and  the 
trade  thereof ;  We  your  Majefty's  mod  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjebts,  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  in  parliament  aftembled,  well 
knowing,  that  the  fecurity,  peace  and  prof- 
perity,  of  the  faid  Province,  and  the  ter¬ 
ritories  depending  thereon  (being  a  fron¬ 
tier  to  the  French  fettlements  on  the  faid 
Continent,)  do  intirely  depend  on  a  lufft- 
cient  fupport  of  that  Government,  and  be¬ 
ing  defirous,  that  a  revenue  to  arife  and  be 
paid  in  the  faid  Province ,  be  fettled  on  your 
Majefty,  fufficient  to  defray  the  necelfary 
expences  of  the  fame,  and  equal  to  what 
has  at  any  time,  heretofore,  been  enjoyed, 
for  that  purpofe,  by  your  Majefty,  or  any 
of  your  royal  predecelfors,  have  therefore 
freely  and  unanimoufly  refolved  to  give,  and 
grant  unto  your  Majefty,  your  heirs  and 
fuccefi'ors,  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  the 
Rates,  Duties,  Excifes,  Impofiions,  and  Sums 
f  Money ,  herein  after-mentioned,  and  do 
moft  humbly  befeech  your  Majefty,  that 
it  may  be  enabled,  and  be  it  enabted  by 
the  Queen’s  moft  excellent  Majefty,  by  and 

O  2  with 
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with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons  in 
this  prefent  parliament  alTembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  from  and 
after  the  publication  of  this  A£t,  in  her 
Majefty’s  faid  Province  of  New  York,  in 
the  ufual  manner. 

There  fhall  be  railed,  levied,  collected 

and  paid,  unto  her  Majefty,  her  heirs  and 

fucceffors,  in  the  current  money  of  that 

Province,  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  the 

Rates,  Duties,  Excifes,  Impofitions,  and 

Sums  of  Money  herein  after-mentioned,  in 

•  * 

manner  and  form  following,  that  is  to  fay. 

4* 

The  bill  then  proceeds  to  enad:  a  duty  of 
four-pence /w  gallon  on  rum,  brandy,  and 
all  diftilled  liquors  imported,  to  be  paid  by 
the  importer;  a  duty  of  forty  {hillings  per 
butt  or  pipe,  on  all  fweet  wines ;  forty  {hil¬ 
lings  per  hogfhead,  on  all  red  wines,  &c. 

All  goods  and  merchandizes  imported, 
(except  fuch  as  are  herein  after-mentioned) 
to  pay  forty  fhillings  for  every  hundred 
pound  value  of  the  prime  coft. 


All 


All  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  com¬ 
monly  called  Indian  goods,  imported,  to 
pay  five  pounds  for  every  hundred  pounds 
value  of  the  prime  coft,  over  and  above  the 
forty  (hillings  per  hundred  pounds  value. 

The  faid  goods  and  merchandizes  to  be 
computed  at  the  feveral  rates  and  values 
enumerated  in  the  bill. 

A  further  duty  of  fix  pounds  for  every 
hundred  pounds  value  of  the  prime  coft 
upon  other  goods,  commonly  called  Indian 
goods. 

A  duty  of  fix  (hillings  laid  on  every  bar¬ 
rel  of  gun  powder,  every  hundred  pounds 
weight  of  lead,  every  gun,  and  four-pence 
for  every  gallon  of  rum,  carried  up  Hud- 
fon’s  river. 

A  duty  of  fix  (hillings  on  every  barrel  of 
beer ,  cyder,  &c.  fold  by  retail. 

The  owners  of  all  furs,  and  peltry  ex¬ 
ported,  to  pay  the  enumerated  duties  there¬ 
on  laid. 

O  3 
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That  the  feveral  Rates,  Duties,  &c.  here¬ 
by  granted,  be  levied  and  paid  in  fuch 
manner,  as  is  directed  by  the  adt  of  AlTem- 
bly,  pa  ft  in  1692. 


Tuat  nothing  herein  contained  do  ex¬ 
tend  to  charge  the  particular  goods  herein 
fpecified,  or  any  other  whatfoever,  of*  the 
growth  of  Her  Majefty’s  plantations  in  A- 
merica,  imported  into  the  faid  Province. 

We  approve  of  this  draught, 

x  Ed.  Northey. 

Ro.  Raymond, 

Mar.  13,  1710-1 1. 

\ 

'»  \ 

The  fatal  change  of  the  ininiftry  which 
foon  after  took  place,  and  the  expedition 
which  was  then  fitting  out  againft  Cana¬ 
da,  for  the  furtherance  of  which,  the  Co¬ 
lonies  promifed  great  matters,  though,  as 
Swift  lays,  in  a  paper  writ  in  1712,  it 
“  failed  partly  by  the  accidents  of  a  ftorm, 
“  and  partly  by  the  Jlubbornnefs  and  treache- 
“  ry  of  fame  in  that  Colony ,  for  whofe  relief , 

V 

“  and  at  whofe  entreaty,  it  was  in  fome  mea- 
“  fure  defigned  yet,  on  thefe  accounts,  the 

Bill 


C  l9l  ] 

Bill  was  delayed  for  that  year.  But  the  al- 
fembly  of  that  Colony  were  informed  in 
the  next,  that  if  they  did  not  renew  their 
former  grants,  the  Bill  would  be  carried 
into  parliament  the  following  feffion.  To 
prevent  which,  the  allembly,  on  the  id:  of 
July,  1713,  palled  an  “  adt  for  a  fupply  to 
“  be  granted  to  her  Majefty,  for  fupport- 
<l  ing  that  government  for  one  year and 
on  the  6th  of  July,  in  the  following  year, 
continued  the  faid  act  for  one  year  more. 
In  this  year  they  alio  granted  the  fum  of 
27,680  1.  for  paying  the  governor,  and  other 
public  creditors,  the  arrears  which  were 
then  due,  from  the  deficiencies  of  former 
grants.  The  fhortnefs  of  the  term,  how¬ 
ever,  for  which  the  fupply  was  granted, 
gave  offence  in  England  ;  and  the  alfem- 
bly  was  again  threatened  with  palling  the 
Bill  above  recited  in  parliament,  if  they 
did  not  in  the  next  grant  prolong  the  term 
to  live  years.  And  this  threat  being  then 
made  by  the  great  and  able  minifters,  who 
conducted  the  affairs  of  this  country  in  that 
difficult  but  happy  crifis,  tire  aceeffion  of 
George  the  Firft;  the  allembly  ventured 
not  to  refufe,  but  on  the  5  th  of  July,  1715* 

O  4  palTed 
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paffed  “an  a£t  for  a  fupply  to  be  granted 
“  to  his  Majefty,  for  fupporting  his  go- 
“  vernment,  in  the  Province  of  New  York, 

“  fir  the  term  of  five  years”  It  was  to  this 
tran faction  I  alluded,  when  I  feleCted  two 
of  the  late  refolutions  of  the  New  York 
alTi  mbiy,  and  inlerted  them  with  a  view  to 
a  further  coniideration  of  the  affertions 
they  contained  ;  and  the  reader  will  cer¬ 
tainly  he  gentle  in  his  cenfure  of  thofe  re- 
fc*  nations,  if  ne  imputes  them  to  that  af- 
femhiy  s  ignorance  of  this  part  of  their  hif- 
tory,  which  is  to  direct  a  contradiction  to 
their  afiertion,  “  that  from  the  firft  fettle- 
“  tnent  of  the  Colonies,  it  has  been  the  fenfe 
“  °f  t>r:€  government  at  home,  that  fuch  grants 
“  could  not  be  conflitutionally  made  by  parlia- 
“  merit? 

/  t  . 

In  the  late  reign,  the  affembly  of  Jamai¬ 
ca  thought  fit  to  withhold  feme  ufual  grants, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  government  of  that 
iflanci  and,  upon  that  occafion,  the  minif- 
ters  defired  the  opinion  of  the  then  attor¬ 
ney  and  follicitor  general.  Sir  Clement 
Worge,  and  the  late  juord  Hardwicke,  whe¬ 
ther  the  King,  or  his  privy-council,  had 

not 
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not  a  right  to  levy  taxes  upon  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  that  ifland  ?  To  which  thofe  two 
great  lawyers  replied,  “  That  if  Jamaica 
««  was  dill  to  be  confidered  as  a  Conquered. 
««  Ifland,  the  King  had  fuch  a  right,  but 
**  if  it  was  to  be  confidered  in  the  fame 
“  light  with  the  other  Colonies,  no  tax  could 
“  be  impofed  on  the  inhabitants,  but  by 
“  the  alfembly  of  the  Ifland,  or  by  aB  of 
“  Parliament \ 

Many  other  evidences  to  the  fame 
purpofe  might  be  produced,  and  perhaps 
they  will,  fome  time  or  other,  be  laid 
before  the  public.  Thofe  which  I  have 
communicated,  are  of  fuch  high  authority, 
that  none  of  my  learned  countrymen  will 
defire  further  proofs  of  the  univerfality,  and 
legal  foundation,  of  the  dodtrine  ;  “  that 
“  parliament  has  a  right  to  tax  and  bind 
“  the  Colonies  in  all  cafes  whatfoever.”  But 
what  will  perhaps  more  furprize  and  con¬ 
vince  the  generality  of  my  readers,  both 
in  England  and  in  the  Colonies,  is  a  proof 
which  I  am  going  to  produce,  that  the 
right  of  parliament  to  impofe  taxes  in 
the  Colonies,  was  not  only  admitted  in 
the  Colonies*  but  even  the  exercife  of  it 

deemed 


[  *94  ] 

deemed  necefiary  there  fo  late  as  the  year 

1755- 

i 

When  hoftilities  were  commenced  in  A- 

merica,  between  the  French  and  the  Bri- 

%  ‘  -  <  v  •  • 

tifh  Colonies,  a  convention  or  aflembly 
was  propofed,  and  called  by  authority  from 
the  King,  to  confift  of  committees  from 
the  feveral  Provinces,  in  order  to  fettle  one 

4  *  V»  *  -  •  • 

general  plan  of  operations  againft  the  com¬ 
mon  enemy,  and  to  raife  a  common  fund 
for  defraying  the  expence.  1  have  already 
given  fome  extracts  from  the  journal  of  the 
proceedings  of  this  aflembly,  which  met  at 
Albany  in  the  year  1755.  General  Shirly, 
who  was  then  governor  of  Maflachufet’s 
Bay,  a  gentleman  not  only  highly  agree¬ 
able  to  the  people  in  that  Province,  but 
much  efteemed  in  the  other  Colonies  alfo, 
and  whofe  knowledge  of  the  fliate  of  that 
country  was  univerfally  confided  in,  pre- 
fented  a  plan  to  thefe  committees,  among 
other  things,  propofing  a  proportionate  af- 
feflfment  on  their  feveral  Colonies ;  of  which 
thole  committees  highly  approved  but  the 
difficulty  was,  “  to  find  a  method  by  which 
"  fuch  of  the  Colonies,  as  might  be  un- 

“  willing 
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“  willing  to  raife  their  quota,  fliould  be 
compelled  to  it.”  No  Colony  artembly 
would,  nor  indeed  could,  intruft  its  com¬ 
mittee,  with  coercive  and  obligatory  autho¬ 
rity,  to  tax  the  inhabitants ;  much  lefs 
could  they,  or  would  they,  invert  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  an  afi'embly,  compofed  of  com¬ 
mittees  from  other  Colonies,  with  fuch 
powers.  General  Shirly  therefore  propof- 
ed,  as  part  of  his  plan,  that  application 
fhould  be  made,  to  parliament,  to  impenver  the 
committees  of  the  feveral  Colonies,  to  tax  the 
whole  according  to  their  feveral  proportions. 
And  to  this  the  Committees  alfo  agreed, 
and  what  will  now  be  thought  ftill  more 
extraordinary,  is,  when  this  whole  plan  was 
laid  before  the  affembly  of  New  York, 
that  affembly,  on  the  27th  of  March,  1755, 
refolved,  “  That  the  fcheme,  propofed  by 
“  governor  Shirly,  for  the  defence  of  the 
«*  Britifh  Colonies  in  North  America,  is 
“  well  concerted,  and  that  this  Colony 
“  joins  therein.” 

t 

Thejealoufy  or  backwardnefs,  however, 
of  the  other  Colonies,  prevented  this  plan 
from  being  carried  into  execution  ;  and  in 

the 
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the  next  year  that  able  governor  faw  fuf- 
fieient  real'on  to  be  convinced,  that  the  ge¬ 
neral  aflembly  of  committees  would  not  be 
come  into  by  all  the  Colonies,  and  would 
not  anfwer  any  good  purpofe  if  it  was.  He 
therefore  altered  his  plan,  and  drew  up 
that,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extradt. 

•  i  ft,  “  That  the  provifion  for  defraying  the 
expence  of  the  troops,  &c.  lhould  be 
made,  by  eftablifhing  a  general  fund  in 
all  the  Colonies,  each  Colony  to  contribute 
towards  it  in  proportion  to  its  abilities.” 

2d,  “  That  the  feveral  ajfemblies  within  the 
Colonies  will  not  agree  among  themfelves  up¬ 
on  fuch  a  fund.'’ 

3dlv,  “  That  confequeni.lv  it  muft  be  done 
in  England,  and  that  the  only  effectual  way 
of  doing  it  there,  will  be  by  an  a£i  of  par¬ 
liament,  in  which  1  have  great  reafon  to  think 
the  people  will  readily  acquiefce,  and  that  the 
fuccefs  of  any  other  method  will  be  doubt¬ 
ful.” 

4thly,  “  That  the  proper  method  of  doing 
it  by  parliament,  will  be  to  aflefs  each  Co¬ 
lony  in  a  fum  certain,  proportioned  to  its 
abilities.”  5*%* 
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5thly,  “  That  the  moft  equal  and  proper 
rule  of  computing  the  refpedtive  abilities  of 
the  feveral  Colonies,  is  the  number  of  the 
rateable  white  male  polls,  and  black  male 
and  female  polls,  within  each  government; 
and  that  the  mixing  any  other  rule  with 
that,  will  greatly  perplex  the  execution  of 
the  fcheme,” 

6thly,  “  That  however,  for  the  general 
fatisfadtion  of  the  people  in  each  Colony, 
it  would  be  advij cable  to  leave  It  to  their 
choice,  to  raife  the  fum  ajj'ejfcd  upon  them 
according  to  their  own  difcretion,  whether 
that  is  done  by  a  Jlavip  duty,  excife  upon 
rum,  or  any  other  tax  they  fhall  judge 
moil  for  their  own  eafe ;  and  on  failure  of 
their  raifing  the  fum  in  any  other  wry,  that 
then  the  fum  affelTed  fhall  be  apportioned 
according  to  the  number  of  the  black  and 
white  polls  each  taxable  perfon  is  poflefied 
of,  and  colledted  by  proper  officers,  who 
lhall  have  power  given  them  to  do  it  by 
warrants  of  diflrefs  upon  their  feveral 
eftates,  or  imprifonmenr  of  their  perfons  for 
want  of  eflate  to  be  come  at.” 

Thus  does  it  appear,  that  too  much  ho¬ 
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nour  has  been  done  to  Mr.  Grenville,  lit 
imputing  to  him  the  origin  of  an  opinion* 
that  parliament  had  a  right  to  impofe  taxes 
in  the  Colonies,  or  that  a  general  fund  for 
defraying  the  charge  of  military  fer  vices 
there  fhould  be  railed  by  adt  of  parliament, 
in  default  of  the  Colonies  raifing  it  by  their 
own  affemblies.  The  one  opinion  is  as  an- 
tient  as  the  Colonies,  and  the  other  was 
the  refult  of  the  joint  deliberations  of  the 
committees  from  alinofl;  all  the  Colonies* 
This  mi"ht  be  made  flill  more  evident, 

O 

were  the  prefent  a  proper  time  to  go  more 
into  particulars,  or  to  publifh  American 
correfpondence.  But  it  is  plain,  that  the 
tranfadfion  refpedting  New-York,  which 
has  been  fo  fully  dated,  afforded  the  prece¬ 
dent,  by  which  his  meafure  of  the  damp 
aft  was  chiefly  directed. 

In  the  year  1764,  the  Colonies  were 
made  acquainted  through  their  agents, 
that  a  revenue  would  be  required  from 
them,  towards  defraying  the  charge  of 
the  troops  kept  up  among  them,  and 
to  give  this  intimation  the  more  effica¬ 
cy,  a  refolution  was  propounded  to,  and 

adopted  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  for 

the 
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the  purpofe  of  raifing  fuch  a  general  revenue, 
a  ftamp  duty  might  be  neceffary. 

The  Colonies  by  this,  faw  that  govern¬ 
ment  was  in  earned,  and  tney  could  not 
doubt  of  the  intimation  given  them  fioni 
the  king’s  miniflers  ;  that  if  they  did  not 
make  grants  in  their  own  aflembhes,  par¬ 
liament  would  do  it  for  them.  IVfi.  Gren¬ 
ville,  indeed,  went  fo  far  as  to  defire  the 
agents  to  acquaint  the  Colonies,  that  if  they 
could  not  agree  among  themfelves,  upon 
raifing  a  revenue  by  their  own  affemblies, 
yet  if  they  all  or  any  of  them  dilliked  ftamp 
duties,  and  would  propofe  any  other  fort  of 
tax  which  would  carry  the  appearance  of 
equal  efficacy,  he  would  adopt  it.  But  he 
warmly  recommended  to  them  the  making 
grants  by  their  own  affemblies,  as  the  mod; 
expedient  method  for  themfelves  on  feveral 
accounts.  The  iffue  of  this  bufinefs  is  well 
known.  The  Colonies  univerfally  refufed 
to  raife  a  fund  among  themfelves,  for  thofe 
who  feemed  inclined  to  do  Jo ,  made  no  offer 
of  any  fpecide  fum,  nor  made  any  grant  in 
their  affemblies,  nor  laid  any  tax  for  the 
purpofe.  Tliey  did  not  imitate  the  more 

prudent 
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prudent  conduit  of  the  New-York  affem- 
bly,  in  the  year  1715,  and  parliament  there¬ 
fore  did  in  1765,  what  parliament  would 
have  done  in  that  year,  if  the  like  refufal 
had  been  made. 

'  \  * 

I  fhall  here  flop  myrefearches  into  the  po- 
1  hi  cal  hiflory  of  the  Colonies,  and  of  the 
conduit  which  has  been  held  by  parliament 
and  miniflry  towards  them.  And  let  me 
now  afk  the  advocates  for  their  indepen¬ 
dency,  upon  which  period  of  this  hiflory 
it  is,  that  they  would  fix,  as  the  epocha  of 
the  Colonies  emancipation  from  the  fove- 
reign  authority  of  the  fupreme  legiflature 
of  the  realm,  or  where  will  they  carry  us 
for  thofe  pretended  rights  and  privileges 
which  exempt  them  from  its  jurifdidion  ? 
We  have  fought  for  them  in  the  flatute 
books,  but  we  found  them  not;  we  have 
looked  for  them  in  the  conduit  of  a  long 
feries  of  miniflers ;  and  in  the  opinions  of 
the  truly  learned  and  great  lawyers,  that 

were  of  council  to  our  kings,  in  the  pafl 
ages,  and  lo,  they  are  not  there.  Where 
then  fhall  we  hope  to  meet  with  them  ?  In 

extra- 
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extravagant  declarations  and  unfounded  ar¬ 
guments.  In  the  weak  artifices  of  party* 
and  in  the  ftudied  mifreprefentations  of 
defigning  and  interefted  men. 

And,  <(  are  thefe  thy  gods ,  O  lfraelT* 
Was  it  by  fuch  miferable  fophilfry,  and 
unintelligible  jargon,  that  you  my  fellow- 
fubjedts  in  the  Colonies,  have  been  de¬ 
luded  into  the  abfurd  and  vain  attempt 
of  exchanging  the  mild  and  equal  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  laws  of  England,  for  preroga¬ 
tive  mandates :  of  feeking  to  inlarge  your 
liberties,  by  disffanchifing  yourfelves  of  the 
rights  of  Britifh  fubjedts.  Where  would 
your  madnefs  carry  you  ?  or  at  what  point 
will  your  frenzy  fuffer  you  to  ilop  ?  Will 
you  renounce  your  claim  to  the  title  and 
privileges  of  Englilhmen,  and  cut  your¬ 
felves  off  from  the  protection  and  benefits 
peculiar  to  the  fubjedts  of  the  Britifh  date  ? 
Will  you  relinquifh  the  fifhery,  and  reftore 
it  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  deferted  weftern 
coaffs  of  England  ?  Will  you  expofe  your 
trading  fhips  to  the  depredations  of  the 
Barbary  Corfairs,  or  fubjedt  your  produdts 
to  the  heavy  and  prohibitory  impolitions  of 
rapacious  miniflers  in  foreign  countries  ? 

P  Will 
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Will  you  exclude  your  (hips  frbtn  Britidi 
ports,  and  throw  away  the  lucrative  employ¬ 
ment  of  tranfporting  Britiili  merchandife,  to 
the  revival  of  the  expiring  Englifh  trade 
of  (hip-building  ?  Will  you  fubjedt  your- 
felves  to  the  aliens  duties  on  all  your  pro¬ 
ducts  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  de¬ 
prive  yourfelves  of  the  mod  advantageous 
market  in  Europe  for  the  fale  of  your  com¬ 
modities,  and  from  which  you  draw  fo  large 
a  balance,  with  which  to  improve  your 
lands,  build  your  houfes,  and  purchafe 
(laves  ?  *  Will  you  debar  yourfelves  of  that 
unbounded  credit,  which  the  generous  fpe- 
rited  merchants  of  England  have  given  you, 
even  to  the  amount  of  double  your  whole 
capital,  and  by  the  ufe  of  which  you  have 
arrived  at  your  prefent  opulent  condition, 
infomuch,  that  inftead  of  your  arrogant 


*  It  is  one  of  the  impudent  artifices  of  the  Colony  advo¬ 
cates.,  to  endeavour  to  perfuade  the  people  of  England, 
that  they  get  all  the  people  in  the  Colonies  can  fcrape  to¬ 
gether  by  their  labour  and  traffic  with  all  the  world,  and 
that  it  all  goes  in  payment  of  the  balance  due  from  the  Co¬ 
lonies  to  Great  Britain,  Whereas  the  truth  is,  that  Great 
Britain  imports  to  a  much  greater  amount  from  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  than  ihe  exports  to  them,  and  the  balance  in  favour 
of  the  Colonies,  in  their  trade  with  her,  is  that  on  which 
mofi  of  them  live  and  raife  their  fortunes. 

The  exports  to  the  Colonies  in  1765,  and  1766,  and  im¬ 
ports  from  them  in  thofe  years  Hand  thus  : 

In  1765  Imports  3,549,070  Ex.  3,334,980  Bal.  214,090 
•766  3,987,675  3,320,954  666,721 


Balance  in  favour  of  the  Colonies  in  thofe  two  years  880,81  1 

boaft. 
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boaft,  that  London  has  rifen  out  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  it  may  truly  be  faid,  that  the  Colo¬ 
nies  have  fprung  from  the  Royal  Exchange 
of  London  ?  If  you  be  content  to  carry  your 
paracidial  defigns  at  the  hazard  of  thefe 
confequences  to  yourfekes,  be  at  lead:  fo 
candid  and  grateful  to  your  mother  country, 
as  to  declare  yourfelves  in  plain  terms  in¬ 
dependent  of  her,  that  her  friends  may  in 
time  provide  for  her  fafety,  and  make  ufe 
of  the  prefent  interval  of  war,  to  cicatrife 
her  amputated  body.  Or  if  you  do  not 
mean  to  pufh  matters  to  this  extremity,  if 
regard  for  your  own  intereft  fhall  make  you 
flill  feek  a  union  with  her  •,  be  fo  fair  as  to 
fay  upon  what  terms  you  mean  to  live  with 
her  ?  Do  you  mean  to  fhare  in  all  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  her  people,  and  to  bear  none  of  their 
burdens  ?  Is  fine  to  pay  all  and  you  to  enjoy 
all?  Are  your  lands  to  be  cultivated,  be¬ 
cause  their  products  are  untaxed,  and  her’s 
to  lie  deferted  from  the  exceffive  weight  of 
taxes  upon  every  fpecies  of  vegitation  ?  Are 
your  manufactures  to  rival  her’s  in  every 
market,  from  your  manufacturers  being  ex¬ 
empt  from  taxes,  whilft  Britifh  manufac¬ 
turers  pay  taxes  upon  every  thing  they  con- 
fume  ?  Is  Britain  to  impoverish  her  people, 
by  fubfifting  a  vaft  military  force  at  her  foie 
expence ,  to  guard  the  feas  for  your  Ships'  to 
pafs  thereon  in  fafety  ?  Is  flie  to  take  every 
meafure  to  compel  her  people  to  defert  her, 
and  feek  an  afiylum  from  taxes  in  your  hao- 
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pier  climates,  and  thus  raife  your  empire 
on  the  ruin  of  her  own  ?  Surely  you  will 
not  be  lo  unreafonable,  to  expert  thele 
things  at  her  hands  ?  Say  then,  what  is  it 
you  propofe  ?  Which  of  her  laws  are  to 
be  abrogated,  or  mud;  fhe  cancel  them  all? 
Will  you  acknowledge  the  authority  of  her 
legillatuie  in  any  in  fiance?  Or  will  you  allow 
her  to  be  your  fovereign  in  nothing  ?  Do 
not  trifle  with  her,  by  darting  one  objec¬ 
tion  after  another,  till  you  prevail  on  her 
to  whittle  down  her  authority,  fo  that  it 
fhall  become  neither  of  ule  to  herfelt  or 
you  ;  but  tell  her  what  it  is  you  are  willing 
to  ft  #>  her  lo  retain,  as  well  as  what  it  is 
you  choofe  Jhe  fiould  give  up  ?  Name  but 
the  thing  you  will  agree  to,  and  you  may 
then  hope  to  find  attention  to  your  com¬ 
plaints  ?  But  do  not  flatter  yourfelves,  that 
fhe  is  yet  fo  dd'picable  as  to  be  terrified  by 
your  threats,  or  fo  ignorant  of  your  affairs, 
as  to  imagine  you  can  carry  them  into  exe¬ 
cution.  There  is  a  fpirit  rifing  in  this 
country,  which  will  make  you  to  know  its 
ftrength  and  your  own  weaknefs,  that 
will  convince  you  of  its  authority  and  of 
your  dependence. 

I  have  honeftiy  endeavoured  to  call  you 
back  to  your  duty,  by  fhewing  you  the 
weaknefs  of  the  ground  you  fland  upon,  and 
the  fatal  confequences  which  hang  over  you. 

If 
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If  you  do  not  avail  yourfelves  of  the  in¬ 
formation  I  have  given  you,  perhaps^  the 
people  of  England  may  be  led  by  it  to 
conceive  more  juflly  of  their  Rights,  and 
of  your  Intentions,  than  they  have  hitherto 
done }  and  may  compel  you  to  fubmit,  if 
they  unhappily  find  no  argument,  but 
force  can  induce  you  to  obey.  It  is  time 
indeed  for  my  countrymen  to  belli  r  them- 
felves,  and  to  vindicate  the  honour  of 
the  date,  and  the  rights  of  its  legiilature 
_ for  will  not  pofterity  learn  with  amaze¬ 
ment,  that  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  in  the  firft  parliament  of  George  the 
Third,  with  this  cloud  of  evidence  before 
their  eyes,  feemed  to  doubt  of  the  autno- 
rity  of  the  legiilature  to  bind  the  Colonies, 
and  left  it  to  their  fucceffors  to  carry  into 
execution  thofe  rights  of  parliament,  which 
they  had  fcarcely  fufficient  cour age  to  declare. 
They  will  indeed  find  two  protefls  in  the 
Lords  Journals,  which  will  flaew  them,  that 
there  were  then  men  in  parliament  who  had 
ability  to  difcern,  and  firmnefs  to  alTert 
their  own,  and  the  people  of  England’s 
rights,  at  that  difgraceful  acra.  But  the  his¬ 
tory  of  thofe  times  will  inform  them,  how¬ 
ever  unwillingly  the  feelings  of  the  hifto- 
rian  may  fuffer  him  to  record  the  dilhonour 
of  his  country,  that  thofe  great  llatefmen 
were  not  then  the  fervants  of  the  crown, 
and  that  thofe  to  whom  the  King  had  in¬ 
truded  his  miniflry,  were  dire&ed,  in  their 

meafures. 
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meafures,  by  the  very  men  who  had  fo¬ 
mented  and  countenanced,  by  their  public 
and  private  writings  and  difeourfes,  refif- 
tance  in  the  Colonies  to  adds  of  parliament. 
They  will  be  told,  perhaps,  how  truly  po¬ 
sterity  mult  judge,  that  the  majority  of  that 
Iloule  of  Commons  were  the  followers  of 
every  minister,  and  the  tools  of  every  fac¬ 
tion,  that  could  polfefs  themfelves  of  the 
power  to  difpenfe  places  and  penfions  among 
their  dependants;  that  they  were  reproach-  ' 
cd  with  theirTervility,  even  by  thofe  whom 
they  moll:  meanly  flattered.  They  will  hear, 
that  the  lawful  authority  of  the  fovereign, 
had  been  debafed  and  infulted  by  the  fworn 

fervants  of  the  crown,  whofe  immediate 

.  .  '  *• 

duty  it  was  to  fupport  it.  If  they  can  give 
credit  to  fuch  reprefentations,  they  will 
ceafe  to  be  aftonifhed  at  the  repeal  of  a  law 
by  the  fame  parliament,  which  ena&ed  it 
for  no  better  a  reafon,  than  that  the  Colo¬ 
nies  declared  they  would  not  obey  it.  But 
they  will  gladly  turn  from  thefe  gloomy  re¬ 
flections,  and  place  their  hopes  in  the  wif- 
dom  and  vigor  of  the  new  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  which  they  will  be  told,  was  freely 
chofen  by  the  people  in  1768.  They  will 
flatter  themfelves,  that  that  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  eagerly  Seized  the  firft  fit  occafion  for 
vindicating  its  honour,  and  refloring  the 
finking  dignity  of  parliament  to  its  former 
luftre.  Th  ey  will  hope  to  find  thofe  who 
had  been  mifleu  by  the  artful  misrepre¬ 
sentations 
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fentations  of  the  Colony  advocates,  making 
hafle  to  repair  to  their  country  the  cruel  in¬ 
juries  they  had  done  her.  They  will  expe<3- 
to  fee  a  well  confidered  plan  propofed,  for 
healing  the  unhappy  breach  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  Colonies,  and  that  fuch  tem¬ 
perate  and  effe&ual  meafures  were  adopt¬ 
ed,  and  fo  firmly  purfued,  that  before  the 
revolt  became  general,  and  difcrimination 
impofiible,  the  mafs  of  the  people  were  re¬ 
trained  from  rebellion,  by  the  wifdom  and 
fpirit  of  their  councils.  They  will  perfuade 
themlelves,  that  the  people  ot  England,  and 
the  trading  part  el'pecially,  wbofe  property 
and  commercial  interejls  fo  much  depend  upon 
the  power  of  parliament  to  bind  the  Colonies , 
fet  afide  every  l'maller  confideration,  and  pri¬ 
vate  concern,  and  united  as  one  man  in 
fupport  of  their  common  rights,  and  in  the 
furtherance  of  meafures  for  bringing  back 
the  Colonies  to  their  duty. 

The  journals  of  parliament  in  the  prefent 
fefiion  will  fhew  how  well  founded  were 
their  hopes. 
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ExtraEls  from  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  Commons. 

i  2  fames  the  Firfl,  Anno  1614. 
jovis  12  May. 

THE  company  for  Virginia  prefer 
a  petition,  which  read,  and  Mon¬ 
day  Nine  of  the  Clock  appoint¬ 
ed  for  the  counfel  for  the  company  of 
Virginia  in  this  houfe. 

17  May.  Mr.  Martin,  of  counfel  with 
the  company,  cometh  in  before  the  lords. 
Mr.  Martin’s  fpeech.— Queen  Elizabeth, 
ot  ever-growing  memory,  compared  by 
the  king  to  Auguflus,  that  Ihe,  lady  of 
the  feas,  whole  fleets  flopping. — The 
red  crofs  in  one  of  her  fhips ;  the  dif- 
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covery,  by  her  fubjedts,  of  all  the  feas 
about  the  world.  Amadis,  and  after 
Whyte,  employed  by  Sir  W.  Raleigh 
in  thofe  difcoveries — He  termed  a  fub- 
jedt  of  envy  in  his  greatnefs,  now  a  mir¬ 
ror  of  the  vanity  of  all  earthly  things. 

The  plantation  begun  1606  —  Reli¬ 
gion — Captain  Newport,  Sir  Thomas 
Gdtes— Virginia  a  bridle  for  theNeapoli- 
tan  courier,  if  our  youth  of  England  able 
to  lit  him ;  for  which  they  will  give 
them  golden  fpurs. 

L.  Delawar — That  now  a  fettled  plan¬ 
tation — All  things  necelfary  for  food — - 
That  this  conqueft  juft — The  Spaniards 
courfe  in  the  Indies — Don  John  D’Aqui- 
la  in  Ireland — Our  ufage  of  the  Indies 
fo  merciful  and  refpedtive,  that  this  coun¬ 
try  never  yet  felt  the  yoke  of  the  plow— - 
Objection,  That  if  this  undertaken  by 
this  houfe  and  king,  this  might  prove  to 

a  war. - Anfwer,  That  this  no  juft 

caufe  of  offence — The  name  given  by 
the  queen. — The  Spaniards  defend  the 
Weft  Indies,  the  Portuguefe  the  Eaft, 
the  French  the  river  of . ,  the  Hol¬ 

landers 
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landers  tlie  forts  in  the  Moluccos - - 

That  the  Spaniard,  by  our  forces,  drawn 

to  that  extremity,  that  they  would - 

That  this  city  hath  not  three  armorers  — 
This  time  of  relief  for  the  king™ "That 
they  require  is  but  a  jew  honeji  labourers 
burthened  with  children — Moveth  a  com¬ 
mittee  may  confider  of  the  means  for  this 
for  feven  years,  at  which  iome  of  their 
company  may  be  prefent — Columbus 
his  offer  to  Henry  VII.  neglected  be- 
caufe  no  prefent  profit — That  this 
country  giveth  hope  of  all  thofe  commo¬ 
dities  which  a  fouthern  country  can  pro- 
mife. 

Sir  Roger  Owen  moveth,  That  the 
trealurer  of  Virginia,  and  thofe  that  be 
of  that  company,  fhall  withdraw  them- 
felves  till  the  matter  be  debated — Mr. 
Brooke  contra ,  For  if  a  bill  here  that 
concerneth  Yorke,  he  not  to  be  with¬ 
drawn,  for  that  it  concerneth  the  common¬ 
wealth, — — Sir  Edward  Montagu,  That 
the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Martin  the  moll  un¬ 
fitting  that  ever  was  fpoken  in  this  houfe. 
Sir  Edward  Hobby  thinketh  it  fit  he 

a  2  fiiould 
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Ihould  be  called  to  the  bar  for  his 
fpeech,  wherein  he  hath  taxed  the  laft 
parliament.  Several  other  members  to 
the  fame  purpofe.  Sir  Edward  Hobby, 
That  the  treaty  of  the  king’s  relief  may 
precede  that  of  Virginia — Sir  George 
Moore,  That  an  extraordinary  favour  to 
admit  counfel  here  upon  a  petition — 
That  the  fpeech  ftrange,  &c. 

Ordered,  He  lhall  come  to  the  bar 
to-morrow,  Handing — Mr.  Speaker  to 
charge  him ;  he  to  make  his  fubmiffion. 

Journal,  6  February,  18  fames , 

1620. 

» 

Sir  Samuel  Sands  fheweth  the  caufe' 
of  Sir  Edward  Sands’s  abfence — His  bu- 
finefs  about  the  Virginia  bufinefs.  A 
patent  now  drawing  about  it — Defireth 
to  excufe  him  till  that  bufinefs  over. 

Sir  Edward  Gyles  — Virginia  not  to 
keep  him  from  England — The  Serjeant  to 
be  fent  for  all  members  now  in  town,  as 
well  lawyers  as  others. 

Journal 
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Journal,  i 9  James,  1621. 

17  April.  Sir  Edward  Sands  deliver¬ 
ed  from  the  fab-committee  to  the  grand- 
committee,  five  heads  of  the  decay  or 
trade— 3dly,  The  importation  of  Spa- 
nifh  tobacco,  for  which  60,000 /.  paid 
yearly,  and  60,000  /.  lofs  in  commodity. 
So  as  lofs  of  importing  120,000/.  per 
Ann.  of  bullion;  and  refolved  100,000  /. 
yearly  at  lead— The  remedy— To  fup- 
ply  tobacco  out  of  Virginia  and  the  Sum¬ 
mer  Iflands,  and  to  prohibit  all  other 
tobacco  :  that  refolved,  this  prohibition 
might  be  without  breach  of  treaty- -- 
That  as  great  difficulty  at  firft  to  plant 
tobacco  whence  now  cometh,  as  in  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

18  April.  Sir  William  Stroude.  To 
banifli  tobacco  generally,  and  to  allow 
Virginia  a  certain  time  for  it. 

Mr.  Cary — To  banifh  tobacco  gene¬ 
rally,  and  help  Virginia  by  fome  other 
means. 

Mr.  Sollicitor — loveth  England  bet¬ 
ter  than  Virginia — A  great  hurt  to  all 
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the  Jlate  of  our  kingdom.  ‘To  contribute, 
rather  to  Virginia  other  wife. 

Sir  Edward  Sackvile— Not  to  banifh 
all  till  order  for  fupply  of  Virginia,  elfe 
all  the  people  there  undone. 

Mr.  Ferror — Fit  to  banifh  all,  yet 
now  4000  Eng/i/h  there  who  have  no 
means  as  yet  to  live  on. 

Sir  Harry  Poole —  Again!!  all  in  ge¬ 
neral.  To  pull  it  up  by  the  roots.  To 
help  Virginia  other  wife. 

Sir  Jofei  h  Jephfon  accordant — The 
Virginia  company  never  heard — Wine 
and  drink  hurt  many,  yet  to  banifh  it 
will  kill  here. 

Mr.  Smyth— Hath  his  intereft  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Summer  Illands — The  com¬ 
pany  reftraineth  it  by  all  means  it  can. 
To  give  it  fome  time,  elfe  we  overthrow 
the  plantation— Summer  Illands  and  Vir¬ 
ginia  holden  of  Eaf  Greenwich , 

23  April  1624.  A  petition  read  from 
two  captains.  Planters  in  V irgmia. 
Raphe  Hamor,  William  Tucker. 

Sir  Edward  Peyton— —That  he  report¬ 
ed  this  bulinefs  to  the  grand  committee; 

but 
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but  Sir  Edward  Coke,  in  his  report,  for¬ 
got  it. 

Sir  Edward  Sands — The  pretence  of 
this  patent  (for  tobacco)  the  Hop  of  the 
great  abufe  of  tobacco — That  the  pa¬ 
tentees  promifed  the  king  to  do  nothing 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  plantation  of  Vir¬ 
ginia — yet  now  labour  utterly  to  over¬ 
throw  it — That  the  tobacco  of  Virginia 
now  almoft  as  good  as  Spanifh,  and, 
within  a  year,  will  be  as  good — The 
proclamation  for  the  forfeiture  f  range, 
being  without  warning,  and  forfeited  at 
the firft  flipping  in  Virginia. 

Journal,  25  April,  1621. 

“  An  aft  for  the  free  liberty  of  hilling, 
“  and  filhing  voyages,  to  be  made  and 
“  performed  on  the  fea  coafts  and  places 
“  of  Newfoundland,  Virginia,  andNew- 
“  England  and  other  coajls  and  parts  of 
“  America.”  / 

Sir  Edward  Sands— That  fome  have 
gotten  from  the  king,  a  grant  of  the 
land  in  Virginia — Two  colonies  firft 
in  Virginia :  Northern  and  South¬ 
ward.  The  laft  hath  proceeded  with 

a  4  100,000  /. 


I 


I 


_ 


viii  APPENDIX. 

« 

i co3ooo  /,  charge,  the  Northern  not. 

Now  defined  to  proceed — Which  called  now 
New  ifngland.  That  this  fifhing  twice  a 

year  far  better  than  that  of  Newfound¬ 
land — -That  the  Northern  colony  have 
got  a  foie  fifhing  there  &c.  the  company 
of  Virginia.  The  king  acquainted  with 
it,  flayed  the  delivery  of  the  patent. 
That  the  colony  of  Virginia  {i.  e.  the 
Southern)  defireth  no  approbation  of  this 
fifhing  to  them.  This  will  bring  in- 
1 00,000  /.  per  ann.  hither  in  coin.  The 
Englifh,  as  yet,  little  frequent  this,  in 
refpedt  of  this  prohibition,  but  the 
Dutch  and  French,  meveth  therefore, 
a  free  liberty  for  all  the  king  s  fubjeSls  for 
flfning  there — That  the  takingof timber  and 

•wood  no  prejudice  to  the  colony - The 

Northern  colony  of  Virginia,  viz.  New 
England  novo  prohibiteth  timber  and  wood 
where  nothing  worth,  and  take  away  the 
fait  the  merchants  leave  there. 

Mr.  Secretary — Doubteth  the  fub- 
committee  hath  not  heard  the  other  part 
— Doubteth  the  fifhermen  the  hinderers 
of  the  plantation — That  they  burn  great 

fore 
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Jiore  of  wood,  and  choak  the  havens — 
Never  will  ftrain  the  king’s  prerogative 
againft  the  good  of  the  commonwealth — 
Not  fit  to  make  any  laws  here  for  thofe  coun¬ 
tries  which  not  as  yet  annexed  to  the 
crown. 

Mr.  Neale — 300  (hips  at  lead;  gone  to 
Newfoundland  this  year  out  of  thefe 
parts — That  this  complained  of  hereto¬ 
fore  to  the  lords  of  the  council — London 
engrofieth  all  trades  and  places — That  the 
patentees  for  this  Northern  plantation, 
intended  the  public  good — Intend  their 
private,  which  hurt  to  the  common¬ 
wealth. 

2d.  Edward  VI.  Free  liberty  for  all 
the  fubjedts  to  go  to  Newfoundland  for 
fifli.  Now  make  men  compound  for 
places — Take  away  their  fait — The  ad¬ 
miral  taxed  an  hoglhead  of  train  oil  upon 
every  mailer  of  Hi  ip  that  appeared  not 
at  his  court — That  the  lords  of  the 
council  gave  an  order  againft  this, 
which  thefe  planters  have  difob  eyed- — 
Exadted  great  fums  and  fliot  off  ordnance 
againft  the  kings  fubjedts  —That  London 

merchants. 
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merchants,  by  retraining  trade  and  im- 
fofmg  upon  trade,  undo  all  trade. 

Mr.  Guy. — If  this  houfe  have  jurif- 
diSlion  to  meddle  with  this  bill,  would  con¬ 
tent  to  the  proceeding  thereof. — That  there 
are  divers  patents — He  engaged  for  the 
plantation  of  Newfoundland — That  the 
king  hath  already  done  by  his  great  feal  as 
much  as  can  be  done  here  by  this  all. 

Mr.  Brooke. - That  we  may 

MAKE  LAWS  HERE  TOR  VIRGINIA,  for 
if  the  king  give  confent  to  this  bill  pa  fed 
here  and  by  the  lords,  this  will  con- 
trouj,  the  patent.  The  cafe  divers 
for  Gafcoigne  &c.  which  principalities 
of  themfelves — To  commit. 

Sir  Edward  Sands — -That  Virginia  holdm 
of  the  ma7ior  of  Eaft  Greenwich. 

Committed  to  Sir  Edward  Sands,  See. 

Journal,  24  May  1624. 

Mr.  Earl  reported  the  bill  of  filhing 
upon  the  coaft  of  America. 

Mr.  Guy. — That  this  bill  pretenaeth, 
but  in  truth  taketh  away,  freedom  of 
filhing  from  thofe  which  planted  in  the 

Newfoundland 
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Newfoundland.  Moveth,  ‘ Thoje  'which 
planted  there  may  have  one  place — If  this 
he  denied,  will  overthrow  the  planta¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Neale — Contra. 

Mr.  Secretary. — ‘That  this  bill  not 
proper  for  this  houfe ,  becaufe  concerneth 

America. 

Mr.  Delbridge. — Not  to  have  the 
plantation  there  hinder  the  free  trade  of 
ffiing  from  this  kingdom. 

Sir  Edward  Sands. — That  fome  late 
grants  bymifinformation  gotten, whereby 
our  nation  hindered  from  that  freedom 
of  filhing  which  other  nations  enjoy. 

Sir  Edward  Gyles. — Againft  the  re¬ 
committing  this  bill,  compareth  it  with 
the  beft  bill  of  this  houfe. - En- 

grofetnr. 

* 

Journal,  i  December ,  1624. 

Read  the  third  time.  “  An  aft  for 
“  the  freer  liberty  of  filhing  and  filhing 
“  voyages  to  be  made  and  performed  in 
“  the  fea  coafis  and  places  of  Newfound- 
“  land,  Virginia,  New-England  and 

“  other 
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“  other  the  fea  coajls  and  parts  of  Arae- 

rica.” 

Mr.  Guy. — That  this  bill  taketh  away 
trade  of  fifhing  from  thofe  which  are 
inhabitants  of  Newfoundland . — Tender- 
eth  a  provifo.  Mr.  Neale — Againfi: 
this  provifo — That  the  choice  of  the 
firfi:  place  in  every  harbour  which  defired 
by  it  reftraineth  all  liberty  of  free  fifhing 
— 13  Eliz.  aftatute  to  encourage  them. 
Another  23  Eliz.  Another  1  James  for 
fifhermen  here — That  they  may  take  the 
firft  place  now  if  they  can  get  it ;  but  the 
thing  defired  is  a  choice  place  in  every 
harbour,  and  not  only  for  themfelves 
but  for  their  company. 

Mr.  Secretary,  contra. — -That  plan¬ 
tations  fit  to  be  cherifhed,  which  over¬ 
thrown  by  this  bill  without  the  provifo 
- — That  this  bill  giveth  priority  of  the 
fiage  to  thofe  that  come,  and  may  put 
out  thofe  which  plant  and  inhabit  there 
— Doubteth  without  this  provifo  the  bill 
will  never  pafs  the  royal  afient. 

Dr.  Gooch. — Againfi:  the  bill — be- 
caufe  that,  againfi;  the  plantation. 
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Sir  Edward  Gyles. — To  confider  ‘whe¬ 
ther  the  JiJhing  or  plantation  mojl  beneficial 
to  the  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Shenvell  againft  the  provifo.  So 
Mr.  Glanville — LThe  trade  ofi fifhing  to  be 
regarded  before  the  plantation  ;  we  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  fifhing — 120,000/.  per 
ann.  brought  in  by  the  fifhing,  nothing 
but  vidtual  carried  out — That  the  prece¬ 
dence  here  required  may  make  a  mono¬ 
poly,  for  they  may  take  in fio  many  into  their 
company,  and  fo  by  this  provifo  fhall  have 
the  priority  of  places,  that  the  refl  will 
be  in  effedt  debarred. 

Upon  queftion  the  provifo  rejected — 
The  bill  upon  queftion  palled. 

Journal,  17  March,  1624. 

Sir  Edward  Coke  reported  from  the 
committee  for  grievances — Have  con¬ 
demned  one,  viz.  Sir  F.  Gorge  his  patent 
for  a  plantation  in  New  England — Their 
counfel  heard  the  exceptions  being  firfl 
delivered  them — Refolved  by  confent — 
The  charter  dated  3  Nov.  1 8th  James 
1620— That  the  claufe  in  the  patent, 

that 
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that  no  fubjecl  of  England  fhall  vift  the 
coaf  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  flip  and 
goods — The  patentees  have  yielded  Eng- 
lifh  fifhermen  fhall  vifit,  and  will  not 
interrupt  any  fi  flier  man  to  fifh.  there. 
For  he  no  new  difcoverer  ;  fifhermen  of 
this  and  other  nations  having  fifhed  there 
before  his  patent.  Drying  of  nets,  fak¬ 
ing  of  their  fifh,  &c.  incident  to  their 
iifhing.  Whereunto  he  alfo  agreed — 
After  he  was  gone — After  debate  over¬ 
ruled,  the  fifhermen  might  take  timber  for 
repair  of  their  flips  :  firft,  quia,  incident 
— 2dly,  Taken  fo  before  his  patent— 
3<ily,  Fifhermen  never  take  any  timber 
with  them — 4thly,  Bring  in  great  flofe 

of  money  for  their  fifh - Refolved, 

Englifh  fifhermen  fiail  have  fifhing, 
with  all  incidents  of  drying  fifh,  nets, 
timber,  &c. — Secondly,  That  the  claufe 
of  forfeiture  being  only  by  patent,  and  not 
by  act  of  parliament ,  void. 

Refolved  upon  queflion,  fhat  the  houfe 
thinketh  fit  the  fifhermen  of  England 
(hall  have  fifhing  there,  with  all  the  in¬ 
cidents 
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tidents  neceflary  of  drying  nets,  and 
falting  and  packing. 

Upon  the  fecond  queftion — In  the 
opinion  of  this  houfe,  una  voce,  the 
claufe  of  confifcation  void,  and  againjl 
taw. 

Upon  the  third  queftion — In  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  this  houfe,  the  fifhermen  of  Eng¬ 
land  may  take  neceffary  wood  and  timber 
for  their  ffiips  and  boats  ufe  of  fffhing 
there. 


Journal,  26  April  1624. 

A  Petition  for  Virginia  read. 

Sir  Robert  Phillip  es — To  relpite  the 
debate  of  this  petition  at  this  time — 
Moveth  Thurfday  next  to  hear  them . 

Sir  R.  Phillipes,  &c.  and  all  that  will 
come,  1  to  have  voices  ;  only  thofe  of  the 
company  to  be  prefent  to  inform,  but 
to  have  no  voice — Wednefday  next  in 
the  afternoon,  at  Two  o’clock,  in  the 
Star-Chamber.  Counfel  on  both  fides, 
if  delired. 

3d  May,  1624.  The  debate  concern¬ 
ing  the  fifhing  in  New  England  renewed. 

.  Sir 
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Sir  William  Earl— for  the  planters, 
who  more  beneficial  to  the  commonwealth 
than  the  fifhers - A  provifo  in  parch¬ 

ment  tendered  to  this  bill,  which  read. 

Sir  Edward  Coke — Sir  F.  Gorge  his 
patent  condemned,  for  the  claufe  that 
none  fhould  vifit  with  fhhing  upon  the 
fea-coaft.  This  to  make  a  monopoly 
upon  the  fea,  which  wont  to  be  free — 
A  monopoly  attempted  of  the  wind  and 
the  fun,  by  the  foie  packing  and  drying 
of  fiih. 

Mr.  Secretary — That  free  fifhing 
prayed  by  this  bill  overthroweth  all 
plantations  in  thefe  countries.  That  li¬ 
berty  by  this  bill  to  cut  down  wood  within 
one  quarter  of  a  mile  of  a  dwelling- houfie ; 
which  exceeding  prejudicial  to  the  plant¬ 
ers — So  for  Newfoundland. 

Mr.  Glanville — The  nrft  ftage  worth 
ten  of  the  reft — The  provifion  for  tim¬ 
ber  in  Newfoundland  omitted,  becaufe 
that  an  illand  having  no  rivers — But 
New-England  hath  divers  rivers  into  it. 

Both  provifos  upon  queftion  rejected. 

The 
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The  bill  upon  queftion  pafled. 

26  April,  1624.  Mr.  Jerar  delivered 
in  a  petition  from  the  treafurer,  council, 
and  company  of  Virginia— read — com¬ 
mitted.-^ — ‘ - 

29  April,  1624.  Mr.  Speaker - 

This  morning  he  received  a  letter  from 
his  Majefty  concerning  a  petition  exhi¬ 
bited  to  this  houfe  about  the  Virgina  bu- 
finefs — ‘—read. 


Journal,  Firjl  SeJJion  of  Charles  the 
Fitjl,  14  February ,  1625. 

“  An  Adt  for  maintenance  of  and  in- 
“  creafe  of  {hipping  and  navigation,  and 
“  for  the  freer  liberty  of  fiihing  and  fi£h- 
“  ing  voyages  to  be  made  and  performed 
“  in  and  upon  the  fea  coafts  and  places 
“  of  Newfoundland, Virginia,  New  Eng- 
“  land,  and  other  the  fea  coafts  and 
“  parts  of  America” — read  the  firft  time. 

28  February,  1625.  Read  the  fecond 
time  and  committed. 

4  March,  1625.  Reported  and  order¬ 
ed  to  be  ingroffed. 

b  24  May, 
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24  May,  1625.  Mr.  Whitby  report¬ 
ed  the  grievances. — 3dly.  That  the  fub- 
jed  may  have  liberty  of  free  fifhing  in 
the  parts  of  America,  with  the  incidents 
of  timber,  &c.  which  being  reffrain- 
ed  in  the  king’s  anfwer,  to  defire  it 
may  be  enlarged,  and  the  reftraint  to  be 
prefented  as  a  grievance. 

1 7  April,  1628.  “An  Ad  for  the 
“  maintenance  and  increafe  of  fhipping 
“  and  navigation,  &c.”  Read  the  fe- 
cond  time  and  committed. 

23  April,  Mr.  Glanville  reporteth  the 
bill  concerning  freedom  of  hfhing  in  the 
parts  of  America,  without  any  amend¬ 
ments. 

Upon  queftion  to  be  re-committed, 
and  Iqrd  Baltimore  to  be  heard:  by  his 
council.  ,  - 

16  May,  The  faid  bill  read  the  third 
time,  and  paffed  —  and  fent  up  to  the 
lords  with  feven  others,  the  26th  May. 

4  [une,  1628.  A  petition  from  the 
Planters  in  the  Summer  Iflands — referred 


to  a  committee. 
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Cap.  2  8. 

Trade  ’with  the  Barbada’s,  Virgi¬ 
nia,  Bermuda’s  and  Antego, 

„  ' 

WHEREAS  in  Virginia,  and  in 
the  iflands  of  Barbada’s,  Antego, 
St.  Chridopher’s,  Mevias,  Mountfirat, 
Bermuda’s,  and  divers  other  iflands  and 
places  in  America,  there  hath  been  and 
are  colonies  and  plantations,  which  were 
planted  at  the  cod,  and  fettled  by  the 
people,  and  by  authority  of  this  nation, 
which  are  and  ought  to  be  fubordinate 
to,  and  dependant  upon,  England  and 
hath  ever  fince  the  planting  thereof 
been,  and  ought  to  be,  fubjed:  to  luch 
laws,  orders,  and  regulations,  as  are 
or  {hall  be  made  by  the  parliament  of 
Engl  and.  And  whereas  divers  adds 
of  rebellion  have  been  committed  by 
many  perfons  inhabiting  in  Barba¬ 
da’s,  Antego,  Bermuda’s,  and  Virginia, 
whereby  they  have  mod  traiteroudy,  by 

h  2  force 
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force  and  fubtilty,  ufurped  a  power  of 
government,  and  feized  the  eftates  of 
many  well-affedted  perfons  into  their 
hands,  and  banifhed  others,  and  have 
fet  up  themfelves  in  oppofition  to,  and 
diftant  from,  this  date  and  common¬ 
wealth;  many  of  the  chief  adtors  in,  and 
promoters  of,  thefe  rebellions,  having 
been  tranfported  and  carried  over  to  the 
faid  plantations  in  foreign  Ihips,  without 
leave,  licence  or  confent  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  England;  the  parliament  of 
England  taking  the  premifes  into  con- 
fideration,and  finding  themfelves  obliged 
to  ufe  all  fpeedy,  lawful  and  juft  means 
for  the  fupprefiion  of  the  faid  rebellion 
in  the  plantations,  and  reducing  the  fame 
to  fidelity  and  due  obedience,  fo  as  all 
peaceable  and  well-affedted  people,  who 
have  been  robbed,  fpoiled,  imprifoned 
or  banifhed  through  the  faid  treafonable 
pradtices,  may  be  reftored  to  the  freedom 
of  their  perfons,  and  pofleffion  of  their 
own  lands  and  goods,  and  due  punifh- 
ment  infiidted  upon  the  delinquents,  do 

declare 

* 
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declare  all  and  every  the  faid  perfons  in 
Barbada’s,  Antego,  Bermuda’s  and  Vir¬ 
ginia,  that  have  contrived,  abetted,  aid¬ 
ed  or  aflifted  thole  horrid  rebellions,  or 
have  lince  willingly  joined  with  them, 
to  be  notorious  robbers  and  traitors,  and 
fuch  as  by  the  law  of  nations  are  not  to 
be  permitted  any  manner  of  commerce 
or  traffic  with  any  people  whatfoevcr  ; 
and  do  forbid  to  all  manner  of  perfons, 
foreigners  and  others,  all  manner  of 
commerce,  traffic  and  confederacy  what- 
l'oever,  to  be  ufed  or  held  with  the  faid 
rebels  of  Barbada’s,  Antego,  Bermuda’s 
and  Virginia,  or  either  of  them. 

And  be  it  ena&ed  in  this  prefent  par¬ 
liament,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
fame.  That  after  due  publication  of  this 
aft  made,  to  the  end  that  none  may 

J 

juftly  pretend  ignorance,  it  lhall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  fleet  or 
fhips  fent  forth  or  employed  by  the  par¬ 
liament,  ,or  any  private  men  of  war  or 
ffiips,  to  be  allowed  or  approved  in  that 
behalf  by  the  immediate  power  of  par- 

b  3  Earner)  t. 
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liament,  or  the  council  of  ftate  elta- 
blilheu  by  parliament,  to  feize,  furprize 
and  take  all  and  all  manner  of  fhips, 
velfels  and  goods,  of  what  nature  or  kind 
foever,  belonging  to  all  perfons  whatever, 
whether  foreigners  or  others,  or  of  what 
nation  foever,  that  fhall  be  found  or  met 
withal  trading  or  going  to  trade,  or  com¬ 
ing  from  trading  with  the  laid  rebels, 
or  in  or  at  the  faid  ifland  of  Barbada’s, 
Bermuda’s,  Virginia  or  Antego  afore- 
faid,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof,  or 
that  fhall  hold  any  correfpondency  with 
the  faid  rebels,  or  yield  them  any  affift- 
ance  or  relief  for  the  fupporting  the  faid 
rebellion  :  and  the  fame  fhips  and  goods 
fo  furprized,  to  fend  in  to  be  proceeded 
againft  in  the  court  of  admiralty  by 
virtue  of  this  aft;  and  the  judges  of  that 
court  finding  the  fame  to  be  within  the 

the  tenor  and  true  meaning  of  this  aft, 
to  adjudge  the  fame  to  be  well  taken, 

and  to  be  good  and  lawful  prize. 

And  for  the  better  information  of  the 
faid  court,  and  to  the  end  the  proceed-, 
ings  therein  may  be  afted  and  done  ac¬ 
cording 
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cording  to  the  rules  of  law  and  juftice, 
and  that  nothing  irregular  may  therein, 
or  by  the  takers,  be  a  died  or  committed, 
be  it  farther  enadted,  That  none  of  the 
goods  nor  tackle,  apparel  or  furniture  of 
the  laid  flips  fo  to  be  lurprizcd  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  this  a dl,  fhall  be  embezzeled  or 
purloined,  but  fhall  be  preferved  fafe  and 
intire  till  judgment  be  firft  given  in  the 
faid  court  of  admiralty,  or  other  order  or 
decree  there  made  thereupon  :  and  that 
all  the  commiffions,  conlignments,  bills 
of  lading,  cocquets,  letters,  and  all  other 
inftruments  and  writings  whatfoever, 
that  fhall  be  found  on  board  the  faid 
flips  and  veflels,  (hall  bedulyfent  up  to 
the  faid  court  of  admiralty  :  and  that 
alfo  two  or  three  of  the  officers  or  prin¬ 
cipal  perfons  of,  or  found  in,  every  fuch 
flip  or  veffel,  frail  be  duly  lent  up  to 
the  faid  court  of  admiralty  :  and  that  alfo 
two  or  three  of  the  officers  or  principal 
perfons  of,  or  found  in,  every  fuch  flip 
or  veffel,  lhall  cither  be  brought  up  to 

b  4  be 
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he  examined  upon  oath  in  the  faid  court, 
as  well  touching  the  faid  writings  found 
in  the  faid  fhip,  and  the  proprietors, 
owners  and  mailers  of  the  fame  Ihips, 
and  the  goods  therein,  and  the  places 
from  whence  they  come,  and  to 
whom  configned,  and  whether  bound, 
and  fuch  other  queftions  and  interroga¬ 
tories  as  in  each  particular  cafe  lhall  be 
found  meet  j  or  otherwife,  if  they  can¬ 
not  with  conveniency  be  fent  up,  that 
then  they  be  fo  examined  duly  up¬ 
on  oath,  before  the  chief  officer  of  fome 
port  in  England,  or  the  next  juftice 
of  the  peace,  concerning  the  premifes 
before  recited  and  their  examinations, 
together  with  all  the  writings  found  on 
board  the  faid  ffiips  or  velfels,  to  be 
duly  tranfmitted  to  the  faid  court ; 
and  the  judges  of  the  faid  court  there¬ 
upon,  and  upon  fuch  other  proofs  and 
evidences  as  lhall  be  duly  made,  or  ex¬ 
hibited  before  them,  lhall  proceed  to 
judgment,  and  give  definitive  fentence 

by 
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by  virtue  of  this  aft,  according  as  the 
nature  of  the  faft  fhall  be  proved  before 
them,  and  according  to  the  rules  and 
grounds  of  juftice  :  And  if  judgment 
fhall  be  given  for  the  fame  to  be  lawful 
prize,  then  it  fhall  be  difpofed  in  fuch 
fort  and  manner  as  in  this  prefent  aft 
afterwards  limited  and  appointed. 

And  to  prevent  for  the  time  to  come, 
and  to  hinder  the  carrying  over  of  any 
fuch  perfons  as  are  enemies  to  this  com¬ 
monwealth,  or  that  may  prove  danger¬ 
ous  to  any  of  the  Englifh  Plantations  in 
America,  the  parliament  doth  forbid  and 
prohihit  all  fhips  of  any  foreign  nation 
whatfoever,  to  come  to,  or  trade  in,  or 
traffic  with,  any  of  the  Englifh  Planta¬ 
tions  in  America,  or  any  iflands,  ports, 
or  places  thereof,  which  are  planted  by, 
and  in  poffeffion  of,  the  people  of  this 
commonwealth,  without  licence  firfl 
had  and  obtained  from  the  parliament  or 
council  of  flate. 

And  be  it  further  enefted,  ordained, 
jind  declared,  by  the  authority  aforefaid, 

That 
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That  from  and  after  the  twentieth  dav 
of  November,  one  thoufand  fix  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty,  it  fhali  and  may  he  law¬ 
ful  for  any  fliip  or  fhips  fet  forth  by  the 
parliament,  or  allowed  of  by  the  par¬ 
liament  or  council  of  Hate,  to  laze, 
take  and  furprize  any  fhip  or  Ihips  of 
any  foreign  nation  whatfoever,  that  mall 
be  outward-bound  to  any  of  the  faid 
plantations,  ports  or  places,  without  fuch 
licence  as  aforefaid ;  and  from  and  after 
the  firft  of  January,  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  fifty,  it  fhall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  fuch  fhips  fet  forth  and  allow¬ 
ed  as  aforefaid,  to  feize,  take  and  fur- 
prize  any  foreign  fhips  that  fhall  be 
found  trading  at  any  of  the  plantations, 
iflands  and  places  aforefaid,  with  fuch 
licence  as  aforefaid ;  and  from  and  after 
the  twentieth  day  of  March,  one  thou¬ 
fand  fix  hundred  and  fifty,  it  fhall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  parliament’s 
fhips,  or  private  men  of  war  allowed  of 
by  the  parliament  or  council  of  fiate  for 
the  time  being,  to  feize,  take  and  fur- 

prize 
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prize  any  fhip  or  fhips  that  are  coming 
from,  or  have  traded  at  any  of  the  plan¬ 
tations  as  aforefaid,  without  fuch  licence 
as  aforefaid  :  And  all  fuch  fhips  fo  taken, 
v/ith  all  goods,  tackle,  apparel  and  fur¬ 
niture,  to  fend  into  fome  port  of  this 
commonwealth,  to  be  proceeded  againft 
in  the  court  of  admiralty,  as  in  this  act 
is  ordered,  limited  and  appointed,  in  cafe 
of  trading  to  Barbada’s,  Antego,  Ber¬ 
muda’s  and  Virginia,  or  any  of  them. 
All  fuch  prizes  fo  to  be  taken  and  ad¬ 
judged  by  virtue  of  this  add,  Biall  be 
difpofed  of  as  followeth ;  that  is  to  fay, 
of  what  fhall  be  taken  of  the  fhips  fet 
forth  by  the  parliament,  two  thirds 
thereof  to  the  ufe  of  the  commonwealth, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  navy,  as  the  par¬ 
liament  fhall  diredt ;  and  one  other  third 
part  to  be  to  the  commanders,  officers 
and  company  of  thofe  fhips  by  whom 
the  fame  fhall  be  taken  refpe&ively, 
according  to  the  ufual  rules  of  divilion 
amongft  them  :  And  for  what  fhall  be 
taken  by  private  men  of.  war  allowed  as 

aforefaid 
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afoi elaid,  to  be  to  the  ufe  of  the  owners 
or  fetters-forth  of  the  faid  Ihips,  as  they 
themfelves  fhall  agree  ;  one  tenth  part  of 
the  whole,  heretofore  allowable  to  the 
lord  admiral,  being  firft  taken  out,  to 
be  difpofed  by  the  council  of  Hate,  for 
fuch  ufes  as  the  parliament  fhall  direCt 
and  appoint. 

Provided  always.  That  if  any  prize  or 
prizes  fo  taken,  or  any  part  thereof,  fhall 
appear,  and  be  proved  in  the  faid  court 
of  admiralty,  to  be  any  fhip  or  goods 
belonging  to  any  of  the  well -affe&ed 
and  good  people  of  this  commonwealth, 
remaining  and  continuing  under  the 
obedience  and  protection  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  before  taken  and  furprized 
from  them  by  any  enemy  or  rebel, 
or  difaflfeCted  perfon,  and  afterwards 
again  furprized  and  retaken  by  any 
of  the  fleets  or  fhips  employed  in 
the  fervice  of  the  parliament,  or  any 
private  man  of  war,  allowed  as  afore- 
faid,  that  then  fuch  fhips  and  goods, 
and  every  fuch  part  and  parts  belonging 

to 


APPENDIX,  xxfx 


to  the  faid  good  people  aforefaid,  fhall 
be  adjudged  to  be  reftored,  and  fhall  be, 
by  decree  of  the  faid  court  of  admiralty 
according  reftored  to  fuch  former  owner 
or  owners,  paying  for,  and  in  lieu  of  fal- 
vage,  only  one  eighth  part  of  the  true 
value  thereof ;  unlefs  fuch  fhips  fo  re¬ 
taken  fhall  appear  to  have  been  after 
their  taking  by  the  enemy,  or  rebels,  or 
difaffeded,  furnifhed  and  fet  forth  by 
them  as  men  of  war  on  their  behalf :  In 
which  cafe  the  true  and  firft  owners  to 
whom  the  fame  fhall  be  reftored,  fliall 
be  adjudged  to  pay,  and  (hall  pay  for 
falvage,  the  full  moiety  of  the  true  value 
of  the  faid  fhips  fo  retaken  and  reftored. 

Provided  neverthelefs,  and  it  is  fur- 

ft 

ther  enaded,  That  the  council  of  ftate 
for  the  time  being,  have  hereby  power 
to  grant  licence  and  leave  to  any  of  the 
fhips  of  this  nation  to  go  to,  and  trade 
to,  Barbada’s,  Antego,  Bermuda’s,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  or  any  of  them,  without  prejudice 
or  damage,  any  thing  in  this  ad  to  the 
contrary  notwithftanding. 


And 
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And  it  is  further  enadted  by  the  au¬ 
thority  aforeiaid,  That  the  faid  council 
of  ftate  have  hereby  power  and  autho¬ 
rity  to  fend  fhips  to  any  of  the  planta¬ 
tions  aforefaid,  and  to  grant  commiiTion 
or  commiffions  to  ftich  perfon  or  per- 
fons  as  they  fhall  think  fit,  with  power 
to  enforce  all  fuch  to  obedience,  as  do  or 
fhall  Hand  in  oppofition  to  the  parlia¬ 
ment  or  their  authority ;  and  to  grant 
pardons,  and  to  fettle  governors  in  all  or 
any  of  the  faid  iflands,  plantations  and 
places,  and  to  do  all  juft  things,  and  ufe 
all  lawful  means,  to  fettle  and  preferve 
them  in  peace  and  fafety,  until  the  par¬ 
liament  fhall  take  further  or  other  order 
therein,  any  letters  patents,  or  other 
authority  formerly  granted  or  given,  to 
the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

And  to  the  end  that  due  intimation 
and  publication  of  this  a<ft  be  made 
and  public  notice  thereof  be  taken,  fo 
that  none  may  juftly  plead  excufe 
through  ignorance  of  the  fame,  be  it 
ordered  and  enabled.  That  this  prefent 
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aft  fhall  be  publiihed  by  the  ferjeant 
at  arms  attending  the  parliament,  three 
feveral  days  upon  the  Exchange,  Lon¬ 
don,  at  the  time  of  the  concourfe  of 
merchants  thither. 

f 

Pafled  3  Oftober,  1650. 

Refohitions  of  the  House  of  Burg  esses 
in  Virginia,  29  May,  1765. 

Refolved , 

f  I  'HAT  the  firlt  adventurers  and 
1  fettlers  of  this  his  majefty’s  colony 
and  dominion  of  Virginia,  brought  with 
them  and  tranfmitted  to  their  pofterity, 
and  all  other  his  majefty’s  fubjefts  fincc 
inhabiting  in  this  his  majefty’s  faid 
colony,  all  the  liberties,  privileges,  fran- 
chifes  and  immunities,  that  have  at  any 

x  J 

time  been  held  and  enjoyed,  and  pof- 
fefled  by  the  people  o[  Great-Britain. 

Refolved ,  That  by  two  royal  charters 
granted  by  king  James  the  Firfc,  the 

colonies 
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colonies  aforefaid  are  delared  entitled  tei 
all  liberties,  privileges  and  immunities* 
of  denizens  and  natural-born  fubjedts  to 
all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  if  they  had 
been  *  abiding  and  born  within  the  realm 
of  England. 

Refohed ,  That  the  taxation  of  the 
people  by  themfelves,  or  by  perfons 
chofen  by  themfelves  to  reprefent  them, 
who  can  only  know  what  taxes  the 
people  are  able  to  bear,  or  the  eafiefl 
method  of  railing  them,  and  muft  them¬ 
felves  be  affedted  by  every  tax  laid  on 
the  people,  is  the  only  fecurity  againft  a 
burthenfome  taxation,  and  the  -f-  dijlin- 
guijhing  charadieriftic  of  Britilh  freedom, 
without  which  the  ancient  conftitution 
cannot  exift. 

Refohed ,  That  his  majefty’s  liege 
people  of  this  his  mod;  ancient  and  loyal 

*  Quere,  If  they  had  been  abiding  and  born  with¬ 
in  the  realm  of  England ,  would  they  not  have  been 
bound  by  adds  of  parliament  ? 

f  If  thefe  be  the  dijlinguijhing  char after ijllcs  of 
Britifn  freedom,  they  are  not  then  it  feems  the  com- 
mon  rights  of  mankind ,  as  the  Penfylvania  afTembly 
ailerts. 
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colony,  have  without  interruption +  en¬ 
joyed  the  incdimable  right  of  being  go¬ 
verned  by  fuc h  laws  rtfpeoHng  their  in¬ 
ternal  polity  and  taxation,  as  are  derived 
from  their  own  content,  with  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  their  fovereign  or  his  fub- 
llitutes,  and  that  the  fame  hath  been 
conftantly  recognized  by  the  king  and 
people  of  Great-Britain. 

4  4-4  4.4  4444 

*  ' 

Refoluttons  of  Assembly  c/'  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  21  September,  1765. 

T  H  E  houfe  taking  into  confidera- 
tion,  that  an  ad:  of  parliament  has 
lately  pafled  in  England,  for  impofing 

certain  damp  duties  and  other  duties  on 

% 

+  No  att  of  parliament  it  (hould  then  feem  has 
ever  been  of  force  in  Virginia,  which  refpe&ed  the 
internal  polity  of  the  people.  The  aft  of  king 
William  which  alters  the  fucceflion  to  the  crown. 
That  which  abrogates  rcfolutions,  a£ts  or  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  colony  affemblies,  if  repugnant  to  a£ts 
of  parliament,  and  the  a<ft  of  George  the  Second, 
which  makes  the  lands  in  America  aflets,  have 
therefore  never  been  carried  into  execution  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  if  we  take  the  aflembly’s  word  for  it. 

C 
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his  majefty’s  fubje&s  in  America,  where¬ 
by  they  conceive  Some  ol  their  moil  ef- 
fential  andvaluable  rights,  asBritifh  Sub¬ 
jects,  to  be  deeply  affected,  think  it  a 
duty  they  owe  to  themfelves  and  their 
pofterity,  to  come  to  the  following  re¬ 
solutions. 

Refolded,  Nem.  Con.  That  the  affembly 
of  this  province  have  from  time  to  time, 
’whenever  requifitions  have  been  mad^ 
by  his  majefty,  for  carrying  on  military 
operations  for  the  defence  of  America, 
moji  chearfully  and  liberally  f  contributed 
their  full  proportion  of  men  and  money 


for  thofe  Services. 

Refolved,  That  whenever  his  majefty’s 
fervice  fhall  for  the  future  require  the 
aids  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province, 
and  they  ihall  be  called  upon  for  that 
purpofe  in  a  conftitutional  w'ay,  it  will 
be  their  indifpenfible  duty  mod:  chear¬ 
fully  and  liberally  to  grant  to  his  majefty 


<c  ^  Though  Pennfylvania  is,  without  contradic¬ 
ts  tion,  the  richeil:  and  the  mod  concerned  in  this 
“  expedition,  yet  it  has  fupplied  nothing  hitherto . 

Gen.  Braddock’s  Letter  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinfcn, 


18  Mar.  1755. 
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their  proportion  of  men  and  money,  for 
the  defence,  fecurity,  and  other  public 
fervices  of  the  Brit  if  h  American  colonies. 

Refolded,  1  hat  the  inhabitants  of  this 
province,  are  intitled  to  all  the  liberties, 
rights  and  privileges  of  his  majefty’s 
lubjedts  in  Great-Britain  or  elfewhere. 


and  that  the  conftitution  of  government 
in  this  province  is  founded  on  the  na¬ 
tural  rights  of  mankind,  and  the  noble 


principles  of  Englilh  liberty,  and  there¬ 
fore  is  or  ought  to  be  perfectly  free. 

Refohed,  That  it  is  the  intereft,  birth¬ 
right,  and  indubitable  privilege  of  every 
B:  irifli  fubjeft*  to  be  taxed  only  by  his 
own  confent,  or  that  of  his  legal  repre- 
fentatives,  in  conjunction  with  his  ma- 
jefty  or  his  fubftitutes. 

Refohed,  That  the  only  legal  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  pro¬ 
vince,  are  the  perfons  they  annually 
cleft  to  ferve  as  members  of  afTembly. 

Refohed  therefore.  That  the  taxation 
of  the  people  of  this  province  by  any 
other  perfons  whatfoever,  than  fuch 
their  reprefentatives  in  afTembly*  is  un- 

c  ^  confti- 
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conftitutional,  and  fubverfive -of  their 
moft  valuable  rights. 

Refolved,  That  the  laying  taxes  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  this  province  in  any 
other  manner,  being  manifeltly  fubver- 
live  of  public  liberty,  mud:  of  necelfary 
confequence  be  utterly  deftrudtive  of 
public  happinefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  retting  an  autho¬ 
rity  in  the  courts  of  admiralty,  to  de¬ 
cide  in  fuits  relating  to  the  ftamp-duties 
and  other  matters  foreign  to  their  pro¬ 
per  jurifdidtion,  is  highly  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  his  majefty’s  American 
fubjedts,  contrary  to  Magna  Charta,  the 
great  charter  and  fountain  of  Englilh 
liberty,  and  dellrudtive  of  one  of  their 
moll  darling  and  acknowledged  rights, 
that  of  trial  by  juries. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  houfe,  that  the  rellraints  impofed 
by  feveral  late  adts  of  parliament  on  the 
trade  of  this  province,  at  a  time  when 
the  people  labour  under  an  enormous 
deb  t,  mull  of  neceffity  be  attended  with 
the  moll  fatal  confequences,  not  only  to 

this 
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this  province,  but  to  the  trade  of  our 

V  1 

mother-country. 

Refolved ,  That  this  houfe  think  it 
their  duty,  thus  firmly  to  aflert,  with  * 
modefty  and  decency,  their  inherent 
rights,  that  their  pofterity  may  learn 
and  know,  that  it  is  not  with  their  con- 
fent  and  acquiefcence,  that  any  taxes 
Jhould  be  levied  on  them  by  any  perfon  but 
their  own  reprefentatives,  and  are  defirous 
that  thefe  their  refolves  fhould  remain 
on  their  minutes,  as  a  teftimony  of  the 
•  zeal  and  ardent  defires  of  the  prefent 
houfe  of  aflembly,  to  preferve  their  in- 
eftimable  rights,  which  as  Englifhmen 
they  have  pofiefied  ever  fmce  this  pro¬ 
vince  was  fettled,*  and  to  tranfmit  them 
to  their  latell  pofterity. 

*  What  a  drange  miflake  have  the  parliament 
and  people  of  England  been  under  for  a  century 
pad;  ?  They  always  imagined,  that  the  acSfs  of  parlia¬ 
ment  impofing  taxes  on  certain  commodities  carried 
into,  and  out  of  the  colonies,  had  extended  to  Penn- 
fyl vania;  whereas  from  this  lad  refolution  it  ap¬ 
pears,  That  no  taxes  have  ever  been  levyed  there ,  ever 
fmce  the  province  was  Jett  led ,  by  any  perfon  but  their 
own  reprefentatives. 

c  3  Extraft 
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Extract  from  the  printed  Journal  of  the 
Houfeof  Reprefent  stives  of  the  VI  as  sa- 
chusets  Bay.  October  29,  1765. 

/g  ^  H  E  houfe,  agreeable  to  the  order 
JL  of  the  day,  (there  being  a  full 
houfe)  entered  into  the  confideration  of 
fundry  refolves,  which  were  particularly 
confidered,  and  pafied,  as  follows,  viz. 

Wh  eras  the  juft  rights  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fubjedts  of  this  province,  derived 
to  them  from  the  Britifh  conftitution, 
as  well  as  the  royal  charter,  have  been 
lately  drawn  into  queftion.  In  order  to 
afcertain  the  fame,  this  houfe  do  unani- 
moufly  come  into  the  following  re- 
fblves. 

I.  Rejhlved ,  That  there  are  certain 
efiential  rights  of  the  Britifh  conftitution 
of  government,  which  are  founded  in 
the  law  of  God  and  Nature,  and  are  the 
common  rights  of  mankind;— — there- 

f  *  * 

fore. 

II.  Refolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of 
this  province  are  unalienably  entitled  to 
thofe  efiential  rights  in  common  with  all 

men  ; 
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men  :  and  that  no  law  of  fociety  can, 
confident  with  the  law  of  God  and  Na¬ 
ture,  divell  them  of  thofe  rights. 

III.  Refolved,  That  no  man  can  jufidy 
take  the  property  of  another  without  his 
confent :  and  that  upon  this  original 
principle  the  right  of  reprefentation  in 
the  fame  body,  which  exercifes  the 
power  of  making  laws  for  levying  taxes, 
which  is  one  of  the  main  pillars  of  the 
Britiili  conftitution,  is  evidently  found¬ 
ed. 

IV.  Refolved,  That  this  inherent  right, 
together  with  all  other  effential  rights, 
liberties,  privileges,  and  immunities  of 
the  people  of  Great-Britain,  have  been 
fully  confirmed  to  them  by  Magna  Char- 
ta,  and  by  former  and  later  acts  of  par¬ 
liament. 

V.  Refolved,  That  his  majefty’s  fub- 
jefts  in  America  are,  in  reafon  and  com¬ 
mon  fenfe,  intitled  to  the  fame  extent 
of  liberty,  with  his  majefly’s  fubjefls 
■in  Britain. 

VI.  Refolved, 


m 
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VI.  Refolded ,  That  by  the  declaration 
of  the  royal  charter  of  this  province,  the 
inhabitants  are  entitled  to  all  the  rights, 
liberties  and  immunities  of  free  and  na¬ 
tural  fubjeds  of  Great-Britain,  to  all 
intents,  purpofesand  conftrudions  what¬ 
ever. 

VII.  Refohed,  That  the  inhabitants 
of  this  province  appear  to  be  entitled  to 
all  the  rights  aforementioned,  by  an  ad 
of  parliament,  13th  of  Geo.  II. 

VIII.  Rejolved,  That  thofe  rights  do 
belong  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  pro¬ 
vince,  upon  principles  of  common  jus¬ 
tice  ;  their  anceftors  having  fettled  this 
country  at  their  foie  expence ;  and  their 
pofterity  having  conflantly  approved 
themfelves  moll  loyal  and  faithful  fub¬ 
jeds  of  Great-Britain. 

IX.  Refohed ,  That  every  individual  in 
the  colonies  is  as  advantageous  to  Great- 
Britain,  as  if  he  were  in  Great-Britain, 
and  held  to  pay  his  full  proportion  of 
taxes  there ;  and  as  the  inhabitants  of 
this  province  pay  their  full  proportion 

of 
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of  taxes,  for  the  fupport  of  his  Majefty’s 
government  here,  it  is  unreafonable  for 
them  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  any  part 
of  the  charges  of  the  government  there. 

X.  Refolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of 
this  province  are  not,  and  never  have 
been,  reprefented  in  the  parliament  of 
Great- Britain  :  and  that  fuch  a  reprefen- 
tation  there,  as  the  fubjedts  in  Britain 
do  actually  and  rightfully  enjoy,  is  im¬ 
practicable  for  the  fubjedts  in  America : 
— and  further,  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  houfe,  thefeveral  fubordinate  powers 
of  legiflation  in  America,  were  con- 
ftituted  upon  the  apprehenfions  of  this 
impracticability. 

XI.  Refolved ,  That  the  only  method, 
whereby  the  conftitutional  rights  of  the 
fubjedts  of  this  province  can  be  fecure, 
confident  with  a  fubordination  to  the 
fupreme  power  of  Great-Britain,  is  by 
the  continued  exercife  of  fuch  powers  of 
government  as  are  granted  in  the  royal 
charter,  and  firm  adherence  to  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  the  fame. 

XII.  Refolved, 
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XII.  Refolvedy  as  ajuft  conclufion  from 
fome  of  the  foregoing  relblves,  That  all 
afts  made  by  any  power  whatever,  other 
than  the  general  affembly  of  this  pro^ 
vince,  impoling  taxes  on  the  inhabitants, 
are  iniringements  of  our  inherent  and 
unalienable  rights,  as  men  and  Britifh 
iubjedts,  and  render  void  the  moffc  va^- 
luable  declarations  of  our  charter. 

XIII.  Refolved,  That  the  extenfion  of 
the  powers  of  the  court  of  admiralty 
within  this  province,  is  a  moffc  violent 
infradfcion  of  the  right  of  trials  by  juries, 
r — A  right,  which  this  houfe,  upon  the 
principles  of  their  Britifh  anceftors,  hold 
moffc  dear  and  facred  ;  it  being  the  only 
fecurity  of  the  lives,  liberties  and  pro¬ 
perties  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjedts  here. 

XIV.  Refohed,  That  this  houfe  owe 
the  ffcridteft  allegiance  to  his  moffc  facred 
Majeffcy  king  George  the  Third :  that 
they  have  the  greateffc  veneration  for  the 
parliament ;  and  that  they  will,  after 
the  example  of  all  their  predeceffors, 
from  the  fettlement  of  this  country,  ex¬ 
ert 
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erf  themfelves  to  their  utmoft,  in  fup- 


porting  his  Majefty’s  authority  in  the 


province, - in  promoting  the  true 


happinels  of  his  fubjedts  ;  and  in  en¬ 
larging  the  extent  of  his  dominion. 

Ordered ,  That  all  the  foregoing  re- 
fojves  be  kept  in  the  records  of  this 
houfe;  that  a  juft  fenfe  of  liberty,  and 
the  firm  fentiments  of  loyalty,  may  be 
tranfmitted  to  pofterity. 

;  •  •  ,  •  •  4  T  »  •  »  *  •  •  •  •  T  •  •  4  •  ■  • 

ExtraB  from  the  printed  Journal  of  the 


Assembly  of  New-York,  i8  De¬ 


cember,  1765. 

J 

HE  general-afiembly  of  the  colony 


A  of  New-York,  taking  into  their 
moil  ferious  consideration  feveral  afts  of 
parliament  lately  pafled,  granting  ftamp 
and  other  duties  to  his  majefty,  and  re- 
ftrifting  the  trade  of  this  colony,  ap¬ 
prehending  an  abolition  of  that  confti- 
tution  under  which  they  have  fo  long 
and  happily  enjoyed  the  rights  and  liber¬ 


ties 
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ties  of  Englifhmen,  and  being  clearly 
of  opinion,  that  it  is  the  intereft  of 
Great-Britain,  a  dependence  on  which 
they  edcem  their  felicity,  to  confirm 
them  in  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  rights  ; 
think  it  their  indifpenfible  duty  to  make 
a  declaration  of  their  faith  and  alle¬ 


giance  to  his  majefty  king  George  the 
Third,  of  their  fubmifiion  to  the  fu- 
preme  legiflative  power  j  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  fhew,  that  the  rights  claimed  by 
them  are  in  no  manner  inconfiftent  with 


either  :  for  which  purpofe  they  are  come 
to  the  following  refolutions,  that  is  to 
fay, 

Refolved,  Nem.  Con.  That  the  people 
of  this  colony  owe  the  fame  faith  and 
allegiance  to  his  majefty  king  George 
the  Third,  that  are  due  to  him  from  his 
fubjedts  in  Great-Britain. 


Refolved,  Nem.  Con.  That  they  owe 
obedience  to  all  adts  of  parliament,  not 
inconfiftent  with  the  efiential  rights  and 
liberties  of  Englifhmen,  and  are  intituled 
to  the  fame  rights  and  liberties,  which 

.  his 
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his  majefty’s  Englifh  fubjedts,  both  with¬ 
in  and  without  the  realm,  have  ever  en¬ 
joyed. 

Refolved ,  Nem.  Con .  That  his  maje¬ 
fty’s  fubjedts  in  England  are  fecured  in 
the  fuperior  advantages  they  enjoy,  prin¬ 
cipally  by  the  privilege  of  an  exemption 
from  taxes  not  of  their  own  grant,  and 

their  right  to  trials  by  their  peers. - 

The  firft  fecures  the  people  colledtively 
from  unreafonable  impolitions  ;  and, 
without  the  fecond,  individuals  are  at 
the  arbitrary  difpofition  of  the  executive 
powers. 

Refolved,  Nem.  Con.  That  the  colo- 
nifts  did  not  forfeit  thefe  effential  rights 
by  their  emigration  j  becaufe  this  was 
by  the  permiffion  and  encouragement  of 
the  crown  ;  and  that  they  rather  merit 
favour,  than  a  deprivation  of  thofe  rights, 
by  giving  an  almoft  boundlefs  extent  to 
the  Britifh  empire,  expanding  its  trade, 
increaiing  its  wealth,  and  augmenting 
that  power  which  renders  it  fo  formi¬ 
dable  to  all  Europe. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  Nem .  Con.  That  the  afts  of 
trade  giving  the  right  of  jurifdiftion  to 
the  admiralty  courts,  in  profecutions  for 
penalties  and  forfeitures,  manifestly  in¬ 
fringes  the  right  of  trials  by  jury ;  and 
that  the  late  aft  for  granting  Stamps 
duties,  not  only  expofes  the  American 
fubjefts  to  an  intolerable  inconvenience 
and  expence,  by  compelling  them  to  a 
defence  at  a  great  diftance  from  home ; 
but,  by  impoiing  a  tax,  utterly  deprives 
them  of  the  elfential  right  of  being  the 
foie  difpofers  of  their  own  property. 

Refolved Nem.  Con.  That  all  aids  to 
the  crown,  in  Great -Britain,  are  gifts  of 
the  people  by  their  reprefentatives  in 
parliament,  as  appears  from  the  pre¬ 
amble  of  every  money-bill,  in  which 
the  Commons  are  faid  to  give  and  grant 
to  his  majefty. 

Refolved ,  Nem.  Con.  That  it  involves 
the  greateft  inconliftency  with  the  known 
principles  of  the  Englifh  conftitution,  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  honorable  houfe  of 
Commons  of  Great-Britain,  can,  without 

diverting 
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diverting  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony 
of  'their  moft  ertential  rights,  grant  to 
the  crown  their,  or  any  part  of  their, 
ertates  for  any  purpofe  whatfoever. 

Refolved,  Nem.  Con.  That  from  the 
firft  fettlement  of  the  colonies,  it  has 

4 

been  the  fenfe  of  the  government  at 
home,  that  fuch  grants  could  not  be 
conftitutionally  made ;  and  therefore 
applications  for  the  fupport  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  other  publick  exigencies,  have 
always  been  made  to  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  people  of  this  colony ;  and  fre¬ 
quently  during  the  late  war  by  imme¬ 
diate  orders  from  the  crown,  upon  which 
they  exerted  themfelves  with  fo  much 
liberality,  that  the  parliament  thought 
proper  to  contribute  to  their  reimburle- 
ment. 

Refolved,  Nem.  Con.  That  if  the  people 
of  this  colony  fhould  be  deprived  of  the 
foie  right  of  taxing  themfelves,  or  pre- 
Tenting  fuch  fums  as  the  publick  exi¬ 
gencies  require,  they  would  be  laid  un¬ 
der  the  greatert  difad  vantages,  as  the 

united 
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united  intereft  of  the  electors,  or  elected, 
which  conftitute  the  fecurity  of  his  ma- 
jerty’s  fubjeCts  in  Great-Britain,  will 
operate  ftrongly  againft  them. 

Refohed,  Nem.  Con.  That  the  im¬ 
practicability  of  inducing  the  colonies  to 
grant  aids  in  an  equal  manner,  propor¬ 
tioned  to  their  feveral  abilities,  does  by 
no  means  induce  a  neceffity  of  diverting 
the  colonies  of  their  ejfential  rights. 

Refolved ,  Nem.  Con.  That  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  friend  to  Great-Britain 
and  this  colony,  to  cultivate  a  hearty 
union  between  them. 

Refolved ,  Nem.  Con.  That  if  the  ho¬ 
norable  houfe  of  Commons  infirt  on  their 
power  of  taxing  this  colony,  and  by 
that  means  deprive  its  inhabitants  of 
what  they  have  always  looked  upon  as 
an  undoubted  right,  though  this  power 
fhould  be  exerted  in  the  mildeft  man¬ 
ner,  it  will  teach  them  to  confider  the 
people  of  Great-Britain  as  verted  with 
abfolute  power  to  difpofe  of  all  their 
property,  and  tend  to  weaken  that  af¬ 
fection 
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fedtion  for  the  mother-country,  which 
this  colony  ever  had,  and  is  extremely 
defirous  of  retaining. 

o 

Refolvedy  Nem.  Con .  That  in  order 
to  keep  tne  colonies  in  due  fubjedtion 
to,  and  dependence  upon  Great-Britain, 
it  is  not  necedary  to  deprive  them  of  the 
right  they  have  long  enjoyed  of  taxing 
themfelves ;  ii nee  the  fame  right  has 
been  enjoyed  by  the  clergy  within  the 
,  rea^m>  and  by  all  the  fubjedts  of  Great- 
Britain  without  the  realm,  until  the  late 
innovation. 

Rejohedy  JSletn .  Co n.  That  the  duties 
lately  impoled  by  adt  of  parliament  on 
*he  trade  of  tins  colony  are  very  griev¬ 
ous  and  burthenfome,  and,  in  the  appre- 
henfion  of  this  houfe,  impoffible  to  be 
paid  ;  have  already  greatly  diminished 
the  advantageous  traffick  heretofore  car¬ 
ried  on  with  the  foreign  iflands  in  the 
Weft-Indies  ;  and  in  con  Sequence,  mu  ft 
rendei  us  unable  to  purchafe  the  manu- 
fadlures  of  Great-Britain. 


d 


I 


APPENDIX. 


Refolutions  of  the  Congress  at  New 
York,  lgth  October,  1765. 

f  I  NHE  members  of  this  congrefs,  fin- 
1  cerely  devoted  with  the  warmed, 
fentiments  of  aftedtion  and  duty  to  his 
majefty’s  perfon  and  government,  inviol¬ 
ably  attached  to  the  prefent  happy  eda- 
blifhment  of  the  proteflant  fucceliion  j 
and  with  minds  deeply  imprefied  by  a 
fenfe  of  the  prefent  and  impending  mis¬ 
fortunes  of  the  Britifh  colonies  on  this 
continent,  having  coniidcred  as  maturely 
as  time  wiil  permit  the  circumftances  cf 
the  faid  colonies,  elleem  it  our  indifpen- 
fible  duty  to  make  the  following  decla¬ 
rations  of  our  humble  opinion  refpedling 
the  mod  eflential  rights  and  liberties  or 
the  colonids,  and  of  the  grievances  under 
which  they  labour,  by  realon  of  feveral 
adts  of  parliament. 

Firji.  That  his  majedy’s  liege  fub- 
jedts  in  thefe  colonies,  owe  tne  fame  al¬ 
legiance  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain, 

that 
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that  is  owing  from  his  fubjedts  born 
within  the  realm  ;  and  all  due  fubordi- 
nation  to  that  auguft  body,  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Great-Britain. 

Secondly.  That  his  majefty’s  liege  fub- 
jedts  in  thefe  colonies  are  intitled  to  all 
the  inherent  rights  and  liberties  of  his 
natural-born  fubjedts  within  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Great-Britain. 

Thirdly.  That  it  is  *  infeparably  ejfen- 
tial  to  the freedom  of  a  people,  and  the  un¬ 
doubted  right  of  Englifhmen,  that  no 
taxes  be  irnpofed  on  them  hut  with  their 
own  confent,  given  perfonally,  or  by  their 
reprefentatives. 

Fourthly.  That  the  people  of  thefe 
colonies  are  not,  and  from  their  local 
circumflances  cannot,  be  reprefented  in 
the  houfc  of  Commons  in  Great-Britain. 

Fifthly.  That  the  only  reprefenta¬ 
tives  of  the  people  of  thefe  colonies  are 
perfon§  chofen  therein  by  themieives, 

*  It  feems  there  is  no  free  people  in  the  world 
but  the  fubjedts  of  England,  for  there  is  none  other 
who  chufe  reprefentatives. 
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and  that  no  -j-  taxes  ever  have  been  or  can 
be,  conflitutionally  impofed  on  them, 
but  by  their  refpedive  legiflatures. 

Sixtnly.  That  all  fupplies  to  the  crown, 
being  free  gifts  of  the  people,  it  is  unrea- 
fonable  and  inconfiftent  with  the  fpirit 
and  principles  of  the  Britifh  conftitution, 
for  the  people  of  Great-Britain  to  grant 

to  his  majefty  the  property  of  the  colo¬ 
nies. 

Seventhly.  That  trial  by  jury  is  the 
inherent  and  valuable  right  of  every  Bri¬ 
tifh  fubjed  in  thefe  colonies. 

Eighthly.  That  the  late  ad  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  in  titled.  An  A5i for  granting  and 
applying  certain  ft  amp  duties  and  other  du¬ 
ties  in  the  Britifh  colonies  and  plantations 
in  America,  &c.  by  impofing  taxes  on 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies ;  and 
the  faid  ad,  and  feveral  other  ads,  by 
extended  the  jurifdidion  of  the  courts  of 

t  Here  is  no  diflih&ion  of  taxes  interna]  or  ex¬ 
ternal.  regulation  cr  revenue;  all  forts  (if  indeed 
there  can  he  more  than  one  fort)  are  alike  unconfti- 
tutional,  old  ones  as  well  as  new. 


admiralty 
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admiralty  beyond  its  antient  limits,  have 
a  manifeft  tendency  to  fubvert  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  colonifts. 

Ninthly.  That  the  duties  impofed  by 
feveral  late  afts  of  parliament,  from  the 
peculiar  circ'umftances  of  thefe  colonies, 
will  be  extremely  burthenfome  and 
grievous ;  and  from  the  fcarcity  of  fpe- 
cie,  the  payment  of  them  abfolutely  im- 
practicable. 

'Tenthly.  That  as  the  profits  of  the 
trade  of  thelc  coionies  ultimately  center 
in  Great-Britain,  to  pay  for  the  manu¬ 
factures  which  they  are  obliged  to  take 
from  tnence,  they  §  ev entuully  contribute 
very  largely  to  all  fupplies  granted  there 
to  the  crown. 

‘ Twelfthly .  That  the  increafe,  profpe- 
penty,  and  happinels  os  thefe  colonies. 


§  Their  doing  fo,  Mr  Dickenfm  fays,  is  a 
great  grievance,  and  thefe  eventual  taxes  arc  equal! 
taxes  with  the  ft  amp  act,  and  confcqucntly  t!iey 
ought  all  to  be  remitted,  or  the  colonies  left  at 
liberty  to  purchafe  the  taxed  ttoods  elfewhcre. 

depend 


liv 


A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X. 


depend  on  the  full  and  free  enjoyment 
of  their  rights  and  liberties  ;  and  an  in- 
tercourfe  with  Great-Britain,  mutually 
affectionate  and  advantageous. 

thirteenthly.  That  it  is  the  right  of 
the  Britifh  fubje&s  in  thefe  colonies,  to 
petition  the  king,  or  either  houfe  of 
parliament. 

Laftly.  That  it  is  the  indifpenlible 
duty  of  thefe  colonies  to  the  beft  of  fove- 
reigns,  to  the  mother  country,  and  to 
themfelves,  to  endeavour,  by  a  loyal  and 
dutiful  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  and 
humble  applications  to  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  to  procure  the  repeal  of  the 
act  for  granting  and  applying  certain 
ftamp  duties,  of  all  claufes  of  any  other 
atls  of  parliament  whereby  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  the  admiralty  is  extended  as 
aferefaid ;  and  of  the  ether  late  a£fs  for 
the  reftridtion  of  American  commerce  ||. 


||  Here  we  fee  the  purpofe  of  the  colonies  fairly 
fet  forth.  An  exemption  from  all  duties  and  taxes, 

except  fuch  as  may  be  impofed  by  their  own  afTem- 

blies. 


blies.  Exemption  from  the  judicature  of  the  court 
of  admiralty,  which  is  the  only  Britifh  court  which 
exercifes  judicature  over  the  colonies,  and  removal 
of  the  rejlrictions  on  American  commerce,  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  (hips  of  war,  cuftom-houfe  officers,  and 
act s  of  trade. 

When  they  fhall  have  carried  thefe  feveral  points, 
one  after  another,  they  will  probably  be  content, 
whatever  the  people  of  England  may  be. 


A  new  Catalogue  cf  Books  and  Pamphlets ,  printed  for 

J.  Almon,  Bookfeller  and  Stationer ,  oppofte  Burlington ~ 
houfe,  Piccadilly. 

The  Article*  marked  thus  *  are  out  of  Print,  but  new  Editons  are  printing. 

London ,  November ,  1*770. 
dhis  Day  ts  publijhed , 

1  /CONSIDER A  1  IONS  on  the  Policy,  Commerce,  arid  Cir- 
cumftances  of  this  kingdom. — Contents.  Signs  of  the 
deeding  condition  of  the  nation.  Commerce,  our  great  national 
object,  as  the  only  lure  and  lading  fource  of  wealth  and  popula- 
troii.  On  the  internal  policy  of  the  Hate.  On  the  landed  inte- 
relt.  On  the  monied  or  trading  intereft.  On  the  monied  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  funds.  On  the  labouring  intered.  On  taxes.  On 
exports,  imports,  and  the  balance  of  trade.  On  national  and 
commercial  circulation.  On  the  comparitivc  value  of  trade  in 
manufactures,  corn,  &c.  A  writer  refuted,  who  has  endeavoured 
to  caufe  a  preference  being  given  to  the  corn  trade.  On  boun¬ 
ties,  particularly  thole  granted  on  exported  corn,  malt,  and  flour. 
The  landed  intered  rightly  confidered.  On  manufacturing  po¬ 
lice,  and  mercantile  traders.  The  prefent  date  of  the  Briti/h 
trade  with  Europe,  Africa  and  America.  On  the  date  of  the 
Britifh  trade  and  connections  with  Afia.  Reafons  offered  for  be¬ 
lieving  that,  without  the  very  favourable  turn  our  India  concerns 
have  taken,  an  uninterrupted  North  American  and  corn  trade, 
could  not  have  kept  the  affairs  of  this  kingdom  in  the  condition 
they  have  been,  and  are  at  prefent.  The  date  of  our  exchanges 
with  the  feveral  parts  of  Europe.  On  the  prices  of  gold  and  filver 
of  late  years  in  this  kingdom.  Concludon.  In  one  vol.  8vo. 

5s.  bound,  and  4s.  fewed. 

2  The  New  Prefent  State  of  Great  Britain.  Containing 
a.  fuccina  account _  of  the  climate,  divifions,  and  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Great  Britain  :  an  ample  defeription  of  the  feveral 
counties  into  which  that  kingdom  is  divided  ;  their  air,  foil, 
natural  productions,  trade,  and  manufactures. —  T  he  government 
or  Great  Britain  ;  the  power,  prerogatives,  and  revenues  of  the 
Kmg  ;  the  laws,  cuftoms,  and  privileges  of  Parliament ;  and  the 
power  and  methods  of  proceeding  in  the  feveral  courts  of  judice. 
-—A  copious  defeription  of  the  capitals  of  England  and  Scot¬ 
land,  their  government,  courts  of  judice,  principal  buildings, 

trading  and  other  companies,  privileges  and  commerce. - t'o 

which  are  added,  complete  and  accurate  lids  of  all  the  civil,  cc- 
clefiadical,  and  military  offices  in  Great  Britain.— 6s.  bound. 

To  the  P  u  b  L  1  c. 

It  is  uni  venal  ly  acknowledged,  that  a  work  in  which  the  pre- 
feni  (rate  o;  this  kingdom  is  fully  and  judly  difplayed,  would 
p;ove  very  acceptable  to  the  public.  Plow  far  the  prednt 
undertaking  delcrvu  to  be  confidered  in  that  advantageous 

A  point 
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point  of  light,  muft  be  left  to  the  decifion  of  the  reader.  All 
that  can  with  any  propriety  be  obferved  by  the  author  is,  that 
he  has  omitted  nothing  in  his  power  to  render  it  at  once  both  the 
moft  ufe ful  and  entertaining  treatife  that  has  hitherto  appeared  on 
this  fubjedt  ;  to  correcf  the  errors  of  former  writers  ;  to  fupply 
the  many  deficiencies  in  their  works  ;  and  to  prefent  the  reader 
with  fuch  a  candid  and  impartial  account  of  the  various  parti¬ 
culars  confti  tilting  the  prefent  ft  ate  of  Great  Britain,  that  an 
adequate  idea  may  be  formed  of  that  powerful  nation. 

m  order  to  this  he  has  been  affiduoufly  careful  to  keep  a  proper 
medium  between  redundancy  and  obfeurity  ;  to  enlarge  on  the 
particulars  which  deferve  attention,  and  to  treat  thofeoflefs  con- 
iequence  with  confpicuous  brevity. 

He  has  endeavoured  to  give  a  fatisfa&ory  account  of  the  name, 
iituation,  climate,  and  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  ;  to  delineate 
the  feveral  divifions,  or  counties,  with  accuracy  and  precifion  ; 
and  to  deferibe  their  rivers,  air,  foil,  natural  productions,  manu¬ 
factures,  and  trade. 

The  conftitution  of  Great  Britain  is  amply  difcufied,  its  rife 
and  progrefs  from  the  remeteft  times  ;  the  prefent  fyftem  of  go¬ 
vernment  diftindly  explained,  and  the  dangers  to  which  it  is  ex¬ 
po  fed,  particularly  enumerated. 

The  power,  prerogatives,  council,  and  revenues  of  the  King, 
are  fully  considered,  that  the  reader  may  be  acquainted  with 
a  fubject  that  has  given  rife  to  fo  many  writings  and  debates. 

In  confidering  the  Britifh  parliament,  particular  care  has  been 
taken  to  difplay  the  laws,  cuftoms,  and  privileges  of  that  grand 
council  of  the  nation  ;  enumerate  their  methods  of  proceeding  ; 
and  fhetv  the  manner  in  which  the  national  bufinefs  is  tranladled. 

The  various  offices  that  compofe  the  King’s  court  are  par¬ 
ticularly  enumerated  ;  and  the  power,  and  method  of  proceed¬ 
ings  in  the  feveral  courts  of  juftice,  amply  confidered. 

Copious  deferiptions  of  the  capitals  ot  England  and  Scotland 
are  given  ;  and  their  companies,  trade,  principal  buildings,  power 
and  privileges  are  fiiccindlly  confidered. 


P  ARLIAM  ENTARY  BOOKS. 

g  The  Hiftory,  Debates  and  Proceedings  of  the  Britifh  Houfe 
of  Commons,  from  1742,  to  the  di Ablution  of  the  Parliament 
in  1761.  Containing  the  moft  remarkable  Motions,  Speecncs, 
Orders,  and  Refolutio.ns,  during  that  period.  By  the  editors  ot 
former  pailiamentary  hiftones  and  debates.  In  5  vol.  8vo. 
price  il.  55.  in  boards,  and  il.  10s.  bound. 

%  (Eb  ecs  of  this  period,  are  many  important  motions 

itereft  events',  both  domeftic  and 
j  al  chum  as  in  the  adminiftration,  were 
cieR  debates.  As  the  attention  of  Parlia- 
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mcnt  was  occafionally  employed  upon  two  long  and  expenfive 
wars  with  France  and  Spain,  and  the  fuppreffion  of  an  unna¬ 
tural  and  intefline  rebellion  ;  a  moment’s  reflection  will  fhew 
this  to  have  been  one  of  the  moft  important  periods  in  our  hif- 
tory.  Thefe  debates  are  arranged  upon  the  fame  plan  with 
Chandler’s  collection  of  parliamentary  debates,  which  is  brought 

down  to  the  year  1742  ;  to  which  they  may'  be  confidered  as  a 
very  proper  fupplement. 

4  Two  Speeches  of  a  late  Lord  Chancellor.  Printed  from 
an  authentic  copy,  is.  6d. 

5  A  Collection  of  the  Lords  Protefts,  from  the  firft  upon  Re¬ 
cord  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  to  June  1767,  2  vols.  8 Vo.  12s. 
bound. 

Although  it  is  prefumed  that  no  addrefs  to  the  public  will  be 
neceffary  to  recommend  this  work,  becaufe  it  fufficiently  (peaks 
(or  ltfelf,  yet  it  may  be  requifite,  for  the  reader’s  fatisfadion  to 
ihew  in  what  refpeds  it  differs  from  thofe  which  have  none  be- 
foie  it.  7  he  firft  collection  of  protefts  was  pubJifhed  in  nor. 
the  fecond  in  1743,  and  the  third  in  1747  ;  all  of  them  beg' li¬ 
ning  with  the  year  1641,  and  ending  with  the  dates  of  their" rc- 
fpedive  publications.  The  collodion  which  is  here  offered  to 
the  public,  afeends  to  the  firft  upon  record  in  the  year  124.2 
and  is  continued  to  the  end  of  June  1767,  thereby  including 
ieveral  not  made  public  before.  Thofe  of  the  laft  twenty  years 
will,  in  all  probability,  be  efteemed  the  moft  interefting, '  as  the 
fubjects  which  gave  occafion  to  them  are  allowed  to  be  of  the 
mmoit  importance.  1  his  work  is  accompanied  with  an  accu¬ 
rate  and  copious  index,  which  the  other  collodions  want.  And 
to  the  whole  is  fubjoined,  the  fcarce  and  valuable  trad  of  St. 
Aman.l,  on  the  legiflative  power  of  England  :  wherein  the  ori¬ 
gin  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  their  antient  conftitution 
ciiid  the  changes  that  happened  in  the  perfons  that  compofed 
them,  with  the  occafion  thereof,  are  related  in  chronological 
order  ;  and  many  things  concerning  the  Englifh  government- 
the  antiquity  of  the  laws  of  England,  and  the  feudal  law  are 
occafionally  iiluftrated  and  explained. 

6  A  Supplementto  this  work,  containing  the  Lords  Protefts 
•from  June  176 7  to  June  1770,  is. 

7  Debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  during 
the  years  1763  and  1764.  By  Sir  James  Caldwell,  Part.  To 
winch  is  added,  an  Enquiry  how  far  the  reftridions  laid  upon 
the  trade  of  Ireland,  by  Britifh  ads  of  Parliament,  area  benefit 
t0  thc  Hritifh  dominions  in  general,  and  to  the  Englifh  in  par¬ 
ticular,  tor  whole  feparate  advantage  they  were  intended.  De¬ 
dicated,  by  permiffion,  to  the  Earl  of  Chatham.  In  2  Vols.  8vo.  • 
1  nee  1 2s.  bound. 
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As  Ireland  vs  become  of  late  years  much  more  an  object 
of  public  attention  than  formerly,  the  parliamentary  debates  in 
that  kingdom  mult  become  proportionally  more  interefting  and 
important.  In  the  debates  of  the  above  period,  are  many  parti¬ 
culars  which  diftinguifti  them  from  thofe  of  all  preceding  years  ; 
and  many  queftions  are  difcuffed,  which  mull  be  the  fubjedl  of 

debate  in  all  times  to  come. - Among  thofe  now  offered  to 

the  public  are  the  following  :  On  the  peace.  On  penfions,  in 
which  both  the  legality  and  policy  of  thofe  grants  are  fully  con- 
fidered.  On  inland  navigation.  The  limitation  of  parliaments. 
The  place-bill.  The  Hate  of  the  nation.  Libels,  and  the  North 
Briton.  Jobs  and  their  tendency.  Power  of  grand  juries.  Faction. 
Ataxondog;?.  Privilege  of  parliament.  Falfe  patriotifm  mis¬ 
taken  for  liberty.  Licentioufriefs.  Recovery  of  tythes.  Power 
of  magiflrates  ;  and  on  a  great  variety  of  other  fubjecls  equally 
curious  and  important.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention, 
that  thefe  are  the  firft  fpeeches  of  the  Irifh  parliament  which 
have  ever  been  publilhed.  The  Enquiry  became  neceffary  by 
the  frequent  mention  of  the  reftridlions  on  trade  in  the  debates  : 

•  it  is  not  however  confined  to  the  trade  of  Ireland,  as  it  {hews 
the  rife  of  trade  in  general,  what  is  its  ufe  when  it  attains  per- 
feclion,  and  when  it  degenerates  into  excefs. 

8  A  collection  of  the  Lords  Protefls  of  Ireland  from  the  firft 
upon  record  there,  to  the  prefent  time  will  fpeedily  be  publifhed. 

q  Two  Protefls  againft  the  Repeal  of  the  American  Stamp- 
a£t,  with  lifts  of  the  Minority  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament 

upon  that  quellion,  is.  . 

10  Protefl  againft  the  Bill,  refcinding  the  dividend  <^f  the  Eaft 

India  Company,  6d. 

11  Two  Protefls  on  the  Middlefex  Election,  6d.  . 

12  Speech  of  a  Rt.  Hon.  gentleman,  on  the  motion  for  ex¬ 
pelling  Mr.  Wilkes,  Feb.  3,  1769,  is. 

13  Speech  againft  the  fufpending  and  difpenfing  pieroga* 

tive,  is.  6d. 


BOOKS  of  PEERAGE,  &c. 

1^  A  new  edition  of  Collins’s  Englifh  Peerage,  continued  to 
the  prefent  time,  and  enriched  with  many  valuable  additions, 

7  vols.  8vo,  2I.  12 s.  6d.  bound.  .  . 

jc  The  Peerage  of  Scotland  ;  a  genealogical  am  h.honcai  ac¬ 
count  of  all  the  Peers  of  that  kingdom  ;  the  deicents,  collate¬ 
ral  branches,  births,  marriages,  and  ifiue.  1  ogether  with  a  like 
account  of  all  the  attainted  Peers  ;  and  a  compleat  alphabetical 
lift  of  all  thofe  nobles  of  Scotland  whole  titles  are  extinbl ; 
which  was  never  before  printed.  Colledled.  from  parliament 
rolls,  family  documents,  and  perfonal  information  of  many  noble 
Peers,  with  the  paternal  coat  of  arms,  crefts,  fupporters,  and  mot- 
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^os,  molt  beautifully  and  accurately  engraved,  i  v.  8vo.  6s.  bound. 

16  The  Peerage  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  upon  the  fame 
plan  with  that  of  Scotland,  and  the  arms  executed  in  the  fame 

mafterly  manner,  2  vols.  8vo.  12s.  bound. 

.  *  * 

**  Thefe  3  volumes  are  printed  in  the  fame  fize  as  Collins’s 
Englilh  Peerage;  and  therefore,  with  that  work,  form  a  con* 
pleat  and  uniform  Peerage  of  the  three  kingdoms — very  proper 
for  every  gentleman’s  library.  The  authors  profefs  to  have  given 
in  thefe  three  volumes,  the  cleareft,  moll  authentic,  and  the  belt 
digefted  account  of  the  noble  families  of  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
hitherto  publifhed  ;  and,  by  omitting  unneceffary  digreflions,  and 
oftentatious  quotations  from  hiftories  and  biographical  memoirs, 
which  only  ferve  to  increafe  the  price,  have  exhibited  their  gene- 
•  alogies  clear  and  explicit,  fo  that  every  collateral  branch  is  l'een 
with  great  facility  and  exaeftnefs,  and  few  even  of  the  gentry  of 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  who  have  intermarried  with  the  nobility 
of  thefe  kingdoms,  but  may  here  difeover  by  what  degree  of 
confanguinity  they  are  allied. 

17  A  new  Baronetage  of  England  ;  or,  a  genealogical  and 
hiftorical  account  of  the  prefent  Englifh  Baronets,  with  all  their 
arms  engraved  and  blazoned.  To  which  is  added,  a  compleat 
lift  of  all  the  perfons  advanced  to  this  dignity,  from  the  infti- 
tution  of  it  to  the  prefent  time  ;  with  the  dates  of  their  refpeCtive 
patents,  in  *3  vols.  10s.  6d.  bound. 

18  An  ExtinCl  Peerage  of  England;  containing  an  account 
of  all  thofe  noble  families  whofe  titles  are  extinct  ;  from  the 
carlieft  accounts  to  the  prefent  time,  in  1  vol.  3s.  6d.  bound. 

19  ft  he  Pocket  Herald  ;  or  a  compleat  view  of  the  prefent 
Peerage  of  the  three  kingdoms  ;  giving  an  accurate  account  of 
their  births,  marriages,  and  ifiue  ;  their  feveral  employments, 
titles,  creations,  and  refidences;  including  all  the  late  altera¬ 
tions  and  additions,  to  the  prefent  time.  Adorned  with  the  arms, 
fupporters,  crefts,  and  mottos,  of  all  the  Peers,  (together  with 
all  the  Bifhops  and  Peerefies)  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland, 
engraved  and  blazoned,  in  two  neat  pocket  volumes,  7s.  bound. 

(£/*  The  Pocket  Herald  is  the  cheapeft  complete  Peerage 
ever  printed  in  this  kingdom. 

20  ftftie  above  three  books  being  printed  in  an  uniform  fize 
and  manner,  the  whole  6  vols.  may  be  had,  neatly  bound,  price 
one  guinea. 

21  ft'he  Royal  KalendpT  for  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland, 
publifhed  annually  in  November  ;  containing  accurate  lifts  of 
the  complete  eftablifhments  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  the 
four  Houfes  of  Parliament,  all  the  officers  of  ftate,  revenue,  law, 
&c.  in  the  three  kingdoms,  army,  navy,  with  all  the  laft 
corrections,  2s.  bound,  and  2s.  pd.  with  an  Almanack. 

22  ft'he  Military  Regiftcr  ;  or  new  and  compleat  lifts  of  all  his 
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Majefty’sLand  Forces  and  Marines.  Publifhed  annually,  by  his 
Majefty’s  permiffion.  With  accurate  and  ufeful  tables  of  their 
full  pay,  allowances  and  deductions.  Alfo  tables  of  the  arrears, 
calculated  to  fhew,  in  the  molf  eafy  and  expeditious  manner,  the 
amount  of  arrears  for  officers  of  all  ranks  in  the  Dragoons  and 
foot,  for  any  number  of  days.  Thefe  tables  will  be '-found  to  be 
particularly  ufeful  to  every  officer,  who  will  thereby  be  enabled 
to  form  an  exa£f  knowledge  or  the  accounts  between  him  and 
h:s  agent.  1  his  work  contains  an  alphabetical  lift  of  the  officers 
names,  with  references  to  their  rcfpecHvc  commiffions.  A  lift 
of  the  military  garrifons,  with  the  officers,  and  an  alphabetical 
lift  of  ail  the  officers  on  half-pay.  Printed  and  publifhed  by 
permiffion  of  his  Majefty,  2s.  6d.  bound,  and  2s.  fewed. 

DICTIONARIES. 


23  Johnfon’s  Dictionary  of  the  Englifli  Language.  Abftradf- 
rd  from  the  folio  edition,  by  the  author.  To  which  is  prefixed 
his  Grammar,  2  vols.  8vo.  10s. 

24  The  fame,  bound  in  1  vol.  9s. 

25  *  The  Royal  Didfionary,  French  and  Englifli,  and  Eng¬ 
lish  and  French.  By  A.  Boyer  ;  with  great  improvements.  A 
new  edition,  in  one  large  volume  4m.  il.  is. 

26  *  The  fame  abridged,  in  one  volume  8vo,  a  new  edition,  7 s. 

27  *  Chambers’s  Didfionary  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  with  the 
Supplement,  and  many  confiderahle  .improvements  and  additions. 
A  new  edition,  in  three  large  volumes  folio. 

Lives,  Descriptions,  Histories,  &c. 

28  Lite  of  Cardinal  Reginald  Pole.  By  Mr.  Philipps  of  Ox¬ 
ford.  A  new  edition,  in  2  vols.  8vo.  10s.  bound. 

29  Life  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  William,  late  Duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  including  the  military  and  political  hiftory  of  Great 
Britain,  from  1740,  to  1766.  8vo.  6s.  bound. 

30  Adventures  of  the  renowned  Don  Quixote.  Tranflated  from 
the  Spanifh.  By  Dr.  Smollett.  A  new  edition.  Illuftrated  with 
twenty-eight  new  copper-plates,  defigned  by  Kayman,  in  4  vols. 
1 2S.  bound. 

31  The  Falfe  Step  ;  or  the  Hiftory  of  Mrs.  Brudencll.  A 
novel.  Adorned  with  a  beautiful  frontifpiece.  In  2  vols.  5s. 
fewed,  and  6s.  bound. 

32  The  London  Merchant  :  a  tale,  from  the  French  of  Mad. 
Gomez,  js.  6d . 


33.*  Camden’s  Britannia.  A  new  edition,  with  great  additions, 
from  the  valuable  notes  and  papers  left  by  the  late  BifhopGibfon, 
in  2  vols.  folio. 

34  The  Traveller’s  Pocket-Book  ;  or,  Ogilby  and  Morgan’s 
book  of  the  roads  5  improved  and  amended,  in  a  method  never 
before  attempted.  Containing,  1.  An  alphabetical  lift  of  all  the 
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cities,  towns,  and  remarkable  villages,  fhewing  in  or  near  what 
roads  they  are  lituated.  2.  Ehe  diftances,  in  meafured  miles 
from  London,  to  all  the  cities,  towns,  and  remarkable  villages 
in  England  and  Wales,  according  to  the  new  erected  mile- 
ftones ;  and  an  account  of  fuch  noblemen  and  gentlemens 
houfes  as  lie  upon  the  road.  3.  The  great  crofs  roads  Qt  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales;  with  many  new  ones,  now  nrft  added.  4.  A 
fheet  map  of  the  roads  of  England  and  Wales,  fitted  to  bind 
with  the  book.  5.  The  Poftmafter- General's  account  of  the 
nights  that  poft-letters  are  difpatched  to  the  feveral  trading  towns, 
and  the  expences  of  fending  a  packet  or  letter  by  exprefs  to  any 
part  of  the  kingdom.  6.  A  lift  of  the  fairs  of  England  and 
Wales,  regulated  according  to  the  new  ftile.  7.  Some  ufeful 
rules  for  riding,  drawn  from  nature  and  experience.  Price  only 
is.  6d. 

35  The  Foreigner’s  Guide,  in  French  and  Englifh  ;  a  very 
proper  companion  for  every  ftranger  on  his  coming  to  London  ; 
containing  a  defcription  of  every  thing  remarkable  in  that  city, 
and  its  neighbourhood,  worthy  his  obfcrvation,  2s.  6d.  bound. 

36  Memoirs  of  Corfica.  Containing  the  natural  and  political 
hiltory  of  that  important  ifland  ;  the  principal  events,  revolu¬ 
tions,  See.  from  the  remoteft  period  to  the  prefent  time.  An 
account  of  its  produdls,  advantageous  fituation,  and  ftrength  by 
fea  and  land.  Together  with  a  variety  of  interefting  parti¬ 
culars,  which  have  hitherto  been  unknown.  By  Frederic,  fon  (  f 
Theodore,  late  Kino-  of  Corfica.  Illuftratcd  with  an  accurate 
map  of  Corfica,  3s.  fewed. 

37  The  origimft  French  of  the  above  work,  3s.  fewed. 

38  An  account  of  Denmark,  ancient  and  modern  ;  contain¬ 
ing  its  hiftory,  from  Swain  the  hrft  Chriftian  King,  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  time;  including  a  particular  narrative  of  the  great  revolu¬ 
tion  in  the  Danifh  government  in  1660  ;  when  the  people,  no 
longer  able  to  bear  the  tyranny  and  oppreftion  of  their  nobles, 
furrendered  their  liberties  to  the  crown,  and  thereby  made  their 
Kino-  abfolute.  Alfo  the  geography  of  Denmark  ;  including  an 
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accurate  defcription  of  the  cities,  palaces,  cunofitics,  &c.  A11 

account  of  his  Danifh  MajeftyE  revenues,  coin,  royal  navv, 
and  army.  Treaties  with  foreign  powers,  particularly  with 
Great  Britain.  The  trade  and  commerce  of  the  kingdom.  Po- 
litical  interefts  and  views  of  the  ftate.  Temper  and  manners  of 
the  people,  &c.  &c.  ornamented  with  a  fine  print  of  the  prefent 
King  and  Queen  of  Denmark,  2s.  6d.  fewed. 

39  Letters  from  an  American  in  England,  to  hi ,  friends  in 
America,  2s.  6d.  fewed. 

oC-  Thefe  letters  are  fuppofed  to  be  written  towards  the  clofe 
fo  the  eighteenth  century,  by  a  young  American  ;  who  is  {Emu¬ 
lated  bycuriofity  to  pay  a  ^  tto  the  country  of  his  anceftors. 
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The  feat  of  government  is  fuppofed  to  be  transferred  to  America  '> 
and  England  to  be  an  almoft  depopulated  nation  ;  the  condition  <>f 
which,  and  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  he  defcribes  with 
humour  and  fatire. 

40  An  introduction  to  the  Hitory  of  England.  By  John 
Wilkes,  Efq;  4to.  2s.  6d. 

Agriculture,  Arts,  Trade,  Law,  &c. 

41  The  New  Gardener’s  Dictionary,  or  whole  art  of  garden" 
ing,  fully  and  accurately  difplayed.  Containing  the  mot  ap~ 
proved  methods  of  cultivating  all  kinds  of  trees,  plants,  and 
flowers.  With  an? pie  directions  for  performing  all  the  operations 
in  gardening  ;  whether  they  relate  to  the  hot-houfe,  green-houfe, 
Ihrubbery,  kitchen-garden,  flower-garden,  or  fruit-garden,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  practice  of  the  bet  modem  gardeners.  The  whole 
arranged  under  the  Engliih  name  of  each  article.  By  John  Dicks, 
gardener  to  the  Duke  of  Kington,  aflited  by  feveral  other  gar¬ 
deners,  eminent  in  the  profeilion.  Adorned  v/ith  16  copper¬ 
plates,  finely  engraved.  In  one  vol.  folio,  price  15s.  bound. 

42  The  compleat  Grazier,  or  Gentleman  and  Farmer’s  Di¬ 
rectory;  containing  the  bet  intrusions  for  buying,  breeding, 
and  feeding  of  cattle,  flieep,  and  hogs,  and  for  fuckling  lambs  ; 
a  defcription  of  the  particular  fymptoms  commonly  attending  the 
various  ditempers  to  which  cattle,  fheep,  and  hogs,  are  fubject; 
with  the  mot  approved  remedies  :  directions  for  making  the  bet 
butter,  feveral  forts  of  cheefe  and  rennet ;  different  methods  of 
Locking  a  grafs  farm,  with  the  particular  expence  and  profits 
of  each  ;  how  to  prepare  the  land,  and  feveral  forts  of  grafs 
feed  to  advantage  :  directions  for  raffing  proper  fodder  for  cattle 
and  fheep  ;  particular  intrusions  for  ordering,  breeding,  and 
feeding  poultry,  turkeys,  pigeons,  geefe,  ducks,  butards,  pea¬ 
fowls,  pneafants,  partridges,  ana  tame  rabbits  ;  alfo  directions 
for  making  fifh-ponds,  or  canals,  andf  or  toring  them,  and  or¬ 
dering  the  fifh  in  the  bet  manner.  With  feveral  other  ufeful 
and  curious  particulars,  3s.  bound. 

43  An  attempt  to  difeover  the  Caufes  of  the  Dearnefs  of  Pro- 
vilions,  and  high  price  of  labour.  With  hints  for  remedying 
thofe  evils.  In  two  parts,  is.  each. 

gT*  Heads  treated  of  in  thefe  two  intereting  tracts.  1.  On 
the  enormous  fize  of  the  metropolis.  2.  Monopoly  or  foretel¬ 
ling.  3.  Sample  markets  for  grain.  4.  Large  farms.  5.  Plow¬ 
ing  with  horfes  intead  of  oxen.  6  Pot-chailes  and  flying 
tages.  7.  Exportation  and  diftillery  for  gram.  8.  T.  axes  on 
neceffaries.  9.  On  tythes,  10.  On  public  funds,  increafe  of 
money,  and  rapid  fortunes. 

44’ContdejationS  on  the  Dearnefs  of  Corn  and  Provifions, 
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and  a  prcpofal  to  raife  2,500,0001.  per  annum,  without  oppref- 
fion,  is.  6d. 

45  Obfervations  on  the  Farmer’s  Three  Letters.  In  which  a 
real  inftance  is  given  of  the  improvement  of  land  ;  and  the  rea- 
fonablenefs  of  abolishing  Tythe  in  kind  is  fully  conhdered,  6d. 

46*  An  EfTay  on  the  prefent  State  and  Decline  of  the  Britifh 
Trade. 

47  The  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Great  Britain  conhdered. 
By  Jofhua  Gee.  A  new  edition.  To  which  are  now  added  Seve¬ 
ral  notes,  and  an  interefting  Appendix  concerning  the  trade  with 
Portugal,  3s.  bound. 

48  Every  Man  his  own  Brewer;  ora  Compendium  of  the 
Englifh  Brewery.  Containing  the  bell  instructions  for  the  choice 
of  hops,  malt,  and  water,  and  for  the  right  management  of  the 
brewing  utenfils.  Likewife  the  moft  approved  methods  of  brew¬ 
ing  London  porter  and  ale.  Of  brewing  Amber,  Burton,  wef- 
ter,  and  oat  ales.  Of  good  table  beer,  and  Marlborough,  Dor- 
chefter,  Nottingham,  and  Briffol  beers.  And  of  manufacturing 
pure  malt  wines.  Of  fermentation  ;  cafual  di  {temperature  in 
brewing,  with  the  caufe  and  remedy.  The  theory  of  Britifh 
fruits,  as  applied  to  the  improvement  of  malt  liquors.  Of  the 
thermometer,  its  ufe  and  application  in  brewery.  Of  fire,  and 
its  action  on  malt  and  vinous  extracts.  Together  with  a  variety 
of  maxims  and  obfervations  deduced  from  theory  and  practice. 
And  fome  ufeful  hints  to  the  diftillery,  for  extracting  a  fine 
Spirit  from  malt,  and  other  ingredients.  The  whole  illuftrated 
by  Several  experiments.  By  a  Gentleman  lately  retired  from 
the  brewing  bufmefs,  3s.  bound. 

49  The  Art  of  Cookery  made  plain  and  eafy  ;  which  far  ex¬ 
ceeds  any  thing  of  the  kind  yet  published.  With  an  appendix, 
containing  150  new  receipts.  By  Mrs.  Glade,  5s.  bound. 

50  Mr.  Edmund  Hoyle’s  game  at  Whitt,  Quadrille,  Piquet, 
Chefs  and  Back-gammon,  complete.  With  the  old  and  new 
laws  of  the  Several  games,  and  fome  new  cafes,  ^s.  bound. 

51  The  Speeches,  Arguments,  and  Determinations  of  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Lords  of  Council  and  Seflion  in  Scotland,  upon 
that  important  caufe,  wherein  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Hamilton 
and  others  were  plaintiffs,  and  Archibald  Douglas,  of  Douglas, 
Efq;  defendant;  together  with  an  introductory  preface,  oivin^ 
an  impartial  and  diftincSt  account  of  this  famous  Suit.  By  a  Bar- 
rifter  at  law,  5s.  bound,  4s.  Sewed. 

52  The  Cafe  of  Ireland  being  bound  by  acts  of  Parliamert  in 
England,  Stated.  By  W.  Molyneux,  of  Dublin,  Efq;  Anew 
edition.  With  a  new  preface,  3s. 

53  Another  Letter  to  Mr.  Almon  in  Matter  of  Libel.  With 
a  poftfeript  concerning  Attachments,  2s.  6d. 

£4  A  Letter  upon  Libels,  Warrants,  the  Seizure  of  Papers, 
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&c.  complete.  W ith  the  poftfcript,  appendix,  and  all  the  author’s 

laft  corrections  and  additions,  2s.  6d. 

In  this  nioft  excellent  and  valuable  trad,  are  contained  fe- 
veral  very  proper  admonitions  to  juries. 

55  A  lair  1  rial  of  the  Important  Queftion  :  or  the  Rights  of 
Election  allerted,  againft  the  dodrine  of  incapacity  by  expul- 
hon,  or  by  rcfolution  :  upon  true  conftitutional  principles,  the 
real  law  oi  Parliament,  the  common  right  of  the  fubjed,  and 
the  determination  of  the  Ploufe  of  Commons,  2s.  6d. 

56  A  I  setter  from  Candour  to  the  Public  Advertifer,  is. 

57  The  Security  of Englifhmens  Lives ;  or  the  Duty,  Truft, 
and  Power  of  the  Grand  Juries  of  England,  explained.  By 
Lord  Somers,  is.  6d. 

58  The  remarkable  Trials  of  John  Peter  Zergem  of  New - 
ioik,  Printer  ;  and  William  Owen,  of  London:  K  r  .r<"  Her;  for 
punting  and  publilliing  Libels.  W  herein  the  dodrine  -:  '  Libels  is 
iully  let  forth,  is. 


POETRY. 

59  The  Lew  Foundling  Hofpital  for  Wit.  Containing  a  great 
number  of  humorous  and  fatirical  pieces,  in  no  other  colledion. 
Bv  Sir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams,  the  Lords  Chefterfield,  De~ 
lawarr,  Hardwicke,  Carlille,  Lyttelton,  Hervey,  Capel,  Lady 
AT.  W.  Montague,  P.  Potter,  Charles  Townfliend,  J.  S.Hall, 
John  Wilkes,  David  Garrick,  B.  Thornton,  R.  Lloyd,  & c.  &c. 
with  a  curious  frontifpiece,  fewed,  2s.  6d. 

60  The  fe  cond  part  of  the  fame  work.  By  the  fame,  and  other 

a  curious  frontifpiece,  2s.  6d. 

61  1  he  third  part  of  the  fame  work.  By  the  fame,  and  other 
gentlemen,  with  a  curious  frontifpiece,  2s.  6d. 

62  i  he  fourth  part.  By  the  fame.  Adorned  with  a  curious 
irontifpiece,  2s.  6d. 

63  The  whole  work,  neatly  bound  and  gilt,  in  4  vols.  12s. 

64  A  Companion  fora  Leifure  Hour:  beino-  a  collection  of 
fugitive  pieces  in  profe  and  verfe,  chiefly  ferious.  In  no  other  col¬ 
lection.  By  fevera)  gentlemen.  Printed  in  the  fame  fize  arid 
manner  as  the  New  Foundling  Pioipital  for  Wit,  and  embellifhed 
with  a  fuitahle  frontifpiece,  fewed,  2s.  6d.  bound  and  gilt,  3s. 

65  Makarony  Fables  ;  with  the  new  fableofthe  Bees,  2s.  6d. 

66  Lvric  Conxlations  :  and  the  foeech  of  Alderman  W.  with 
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a  curious  frontifpiece.  By  the  author  of  Makarony  Fables,  3s. 

67  An  Ode  to  Mr.  Grenville. 

68  Ode  to  the  Earl  of  Chatham.  By  the  fame,  6d. 

69  The  Earl  of  Chatham’s  Apology.  By  the  fame,  6d. 

70  Pynfent 's  Ghoflr,  is. 

71  The  Scourge,  is.  6d. 

73  The  Conte-ft,  is. 

73  The  Double  Mi. flake,  a  Comedy,  as  it  is  acled  at  the 
Theatre-royal  in  Covent-Gar-Jen,  is.  60. 
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74  The  Dramatic  Time-piece.  Being  an  exacf  calculation 
of  the  length  of  the  time  each  acf  (in  all  the  acting  plays)  takes 
in  performing  at  the  Theatres-royal  in  Drury-lane,  Covent- 
Garden,  and  the  Hay-Market.  By  J.  Brownfmith,  prompter,  is. 

POLITICA  L. 

7;  A  new  and  impartial  Collection  cf  intcrefting  Letters  from 
the  public  papers  ;  many  of  them  written  by  perfons  of  eminence, 
on  a  great  variety  of  important  fubjedls,  which  have  occaficnaiiy 
engaged  the  public  attention;  from  the  acceflion  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  in  Odtober  1760,  to  May  1767;  particularly  on  Mr. 
Pitt’s  refignation  in  1761  ;  Lord  Bute’s  acceifion  in  1762  ;  the 
peace,  and  other  meafures  of  his  adminiftration  ;  Lord  Bute’s 
refignation  in  1763  ;  all  the  original  letters,  papers,  See.  See.  re¬ 
lative  to  the  North  Briton,  and  every  branch  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
cafe ;  with  a  careful  feledtion  of  all  the  conftitutional  effays, 
and  judicious  obfervations  on  the  various  interefting  points  of 
that  celebrated  public  caufe  ;  the  whole  of  which  were  never 
before  collected  together  :  fevcral  valuable  papers  on  trials  ;  pa¬ 
rodies  of  Chevy  Chace  ;  the  remarkable  letters  oh  the  change  of 
adminiftration  in  1765,  by  Anti-Sejanus,  the  Occafional  Wri¬ 
ter,  J.  J.  Sec.  A  great  number  on  the  taxation  of  the  colonies  ; 
Mr.  Pitt’s  acceptance  of  a  peerage  in  1766  ;  the  meafures  of  his. 
adminiftration;  dearnefs  of  provifions  ;  letters  of  Tranquillus  ; 
the  fuppofed  correfpondence  with  Buckhorle  ;  and  above  one 
hundred  others,  on  a  great  variety  of  important  fubjedls.  In  2 
vols  8vo.  1  os.  bound. 

The  merit  and  importance  which  the  news-papers  have  of 
late  years  acquired  from  the  liberal  communication  of  gentlemen 
of  the  firft  rank,  both  in  politics  and  literature,  have  excited  an 
univerfal  regret,  at  feeing  the  valuable  productions  of  fuch  wri¬ 
ters  doomed  indiferiminately  to  oblivion,  with  the  fugitive  pieces 
of  the  day.  It  was  the  want  of  a  proper  publication,  wherein 
to  diftinguifh  the  writings  of  fuch  authors,  that  fuggefted  the 
idea  of  this  collection,  the  intention  of  which  is  to  preferve  and 
tranfmit  to  pofterity,  fuch  fenfible  and  well-written  papers  as  ap¬ 
peared  during  the  years  1760,  1761,  1762,  1763,  1764,  1765, 
1766,  and  1767,  on  both  fides  of  every  queftion  which  arofe 
from  the  circumftances  of  the  times,  the  neceftities  of  the  ftatc, 
cr  the  humours  of  the  age. 

76  A  corredt  and  complete  edition  of  the  Letters  figned 

Atticus,  Lucius,  Junius,  and  others;  which  appeared  in  the 
public  papers,  during  the  years  1768  and  1769.  With  obfer¬ 
vations  and  notes.  Price  3s. - This  pamphlet  is  a  very  pro¬ 

per  fupplemcnt  to  the  preceding  work. 

77  The  Controverfy  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonics 
reviewed  ;  the  feveral  pleas  of  the  colonies  in  fupport  of  thei r 
rights  to  all  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  Britifh  fubjedls,  nnc{ 
to  exemption  from  the  legiflative  authority  of  Parliament,  ftatej 
and  confidered  ;  and  the  nature  of  their  connexion  with,  anj 


(  ) 

dependence  on  Great-Britain,  /hewn  from  the  evidence  of  hif 

toncal  fades  and  authentic  records,  4s. 

7?  J-p,Folitie,al  Regi<ter,  2  vols.  15s.  6cf.  half  bound  and  let- 
tcKd.  I  his  woik  conhfts  of  original  eirays,  amornr  which  are 
a  vanety  of  mterefting  papers,  many  of  them  written  by  perfons 

ol  the  hrft  eminence,  and  is  embellifhed  with  feveral  curious 
iatirical  prints.  UU5 

J9  Hiftory  of  the  Minority,  during  the  years  1762 
17^3,  1764,  and  1765.  Exhibiting  the  conduct,  principles  and 
views  of  that  party.  A  new  edition,  with  feveral  additions  cs 
bound,  or  4s.  fewed.  ?  j  • 

***  ,,1',he  VCry  cxtraordinar7,  and  almoft  Angular  fuccefs  which 
this  book  has  met  with,  is  the  ftrongeft  and  belt  teftimony  of  its 
merit,  it  has  moreover  been  tranflated  in  Holland,  France  and 

other  foreign  nations,  in  which,  as  well  as  in  England  ’  it  is 
much  read.  *  05 

80  .Three  intereftingTra&s.  By  John  Wilkes,  Efq;  viz  Ob- 
lervations  on  the  Spanifh  Papers.  A  Letter  to  the  Ele&ors  of 
Aylefbury.  A  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  2s.  6d. 

81  A  Colledlion  of  the  moft  efleemed  political  Tra&s  which 
were  printed  during  the  years  1764,  1765,  1766,  1767,  1768, 
1769,  and  ^1770.  In  8  vols.  21.  10s.  half  bound  and  lettered. 

U}JS  collection  are  contained,  among  other  valuable 
^racis,  the  Letter  on  libels,  warrants,  and  feizure  of  papers.  Lord 
Somers  s  treatife  on  Grand  Juries.  Remarkable  trials  of  Zenker 
and  Owen.  Principles  of  the  changes  in  1765.  The  hiftory°of 
the  Minority,  during  the  years  1762,  1763,  1764,  and  176c. 
opeech  againlr  the  fuipending  power.  Cafe  of  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land.  State  of  the  nation.  Obfervations.  Appendix.  The 
Mu fgrave^con trover fy.  Letter  to  D.  of  Grafton.  Speech  of 
Mr.  G.  Fair  1  rial  of  the  Important  Queflion.  Thoughts  on 
Difcontents.  The  laft  Letter  on  Libels,  &c.  &c. 

02  A  Collection  of  Tracis,  publifhed  in  England  and  America, 
on  thv.  fuojCLts  oj  taxing  tne  American  colonics,  and  regulating 
th(ji  trade,  In  5  vols.  Price  il.  jos.  half  bound  and  lettered. 

In  this  collection  are  included,  among  many  others, 
Dr.  Franklin’s  examination.  The  Lords  protells.  The  Far¬ 
mer’s  Letters.  Mr.  Dulany’s  confiderations.  Mr.  Dickenfon’s 
regulations.  Mr.  Otis’s  vindication  of  the  colonies.  The  true 
fend  men  ts  of  America.  The  conduct  of  the  adminiflration.  Th.e 
review  of  the  American  controverfy.  Governor  Bernard’s  let¬ 
ters,  Sec.  Sc c.  & c. 

POLITICAL  PAMPHLETS, 

P  n  i  /It  nA  in  t 
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(  >3  ) 


ment,  from  the  accefiion  of  his  p refen t  Majefty  in  OXober  1760, 
to  the  end  of  the  year  1770. 

86  A  Letter  to  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  being  an  anfwer  to 
his  Falfe  Alarm,  is. 

87  A  Candid  Enquiry  into  the  ruined  State  of  the  French 
Monarchy.  With  remarks  on  the  late  defpotic  reduction  of  the 
intereft  of  the  national  debt  of  France,  2s.  6d. 

88  The  Importance  of  the  Britifh  Dominion  in  India,  com¬ 
pared  with  that  in  America,  is. 

89  The  True  Alarm  ;  being  the  fecond  part  of  the  preceding 
pamphlet ;  and  containing  many  interefting  particulars  relative 

to  the  trade  and  affairs  of  India,  2s. 

-  .  .  .  * 

Publifhed  in  the  year  1769. 

90  The  Mufgrave  ControverlV  \  being  a  colleXion  of  curious 
and  interefting  papers,  on  the  lubjeX  of  the  late  peace,  is. 

91  The  prefen t  State  of  the  Nation,  particularly  with  refpcX 
to  its  trade,  finances,  &c.  a  new  edition,  2s. 

92  An  appendix  to  the  fame,  is. 

93  Confiderations  on  the  Dependencies  of  Great-Britain, 
with  obfervations  on  the  date  of  the  nation,  2 s. 

94  The  Freeholders  Catechifin,  6d. 

95  Confiderations  on  the  Times,  is. 

96  A  Sermon  by  the  Rev.  John  Horne,  Minifler  of  New 
Brentford,  is. 

97  A  Defcription  of  a  Parliament  in  no  infiance  fimilar  to  the 
prefent,  is. 


Publifhed  in  the  year  1768. 

98  A  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  on  the  then  (filiation, 
of  public  affairs,  is. 

99  A  Letter  to  the  Man  who  thinks  himfelf  Minifter,  rs. 

100  A  Caveat  on  the  part  of  public  Credit,  is. 

101  Reflexions  on  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  on  the  RiGit 
of  the  People  to  chufc  their  own  Representatives,  is. 

102  The  Cafe  of  his  Grace  the  l)u'<e  of  Portland,  refpeXin^ 
two  leafes  lately  granted  by  the  Lords  of  the  Tffeafurv  to  Sir 
James  Lowther,  Bart,  with  obfervations  on  the  motion  for  a 
remedial  bill,  for  quieting  the  poffclfion  of  the  fubieX  ;  and  an 
appendix,  confiding  of  authentic  documents,  is. 

103  Obfervations  on  the  Power  of  Alienation  in  the  Crown, 
before  the  firff  of  Queen  Anne,  fupported  by  precedents,  and 
the  opinion  of  many  learned  Judges,  together  with  fomc  remarks 
on  the  conduX  of  adminifiration  rcfpeXing  the  cafe  of  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  is. 


104  A  Lift  of  all  the  Changes  made  in  the  Adminifiration  of 
Government  fin'ce  his  prefent  Majcity’s  acceftion,  is. 

105  Dr.  William  foil’s  narrative  of  the  extraordinary  Cafe  of 
a  late  Commoner,  6d. 


(  H  ) 

_  106  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Bute,  upon  his  Union  with  the  Earl 
©f  Chatham,  6d. 

107  A  Letter  to  aMiriifter  on  the  Subject  of  the  Eaft-India 
dividend,  6d. 

*  *  '4 

108  Eaff  India  Obferver  Extraordinary,  by  J.  Z.  Holwell 
Efq;  two-pence-halfpcnny. 

109  A  Letter  from  Mr.  Wilkes  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  8th 
edition,  is. 

1 10 .  ^oneft  Eledtor’s  Propofal  for  rendering  the  Votes  of 
Britifh  Conftituents  free  and  independent,  is. 

In  1766. 

111  A  lice  Appeal  to  the  People  on  the  Conduct  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  Adminiffration,  is. 

1 12  Enquiry  into  the  ConduCt  of  a  late  Right  Hon,  Com¬ 
moner,  5th  edit.  is.  6d. 

113  An  Examination  of  the  Principles  and  Diffntereffednefs 
of  the  fame  Gentleman,  is. 

1 14  Short  Con  fiderations  upon  fome  extraordinary  Grants,  6  d. 

1 15  A  true  Hi  Rory  of  a  late  fhort  Adminiffration,  6d. 

1 16  An  Addrefs  to  the  People,  fhewing  the  advantages 
arifing  from  the  frequent  change  of  minifters,  is.  6d. 

1 1 7  A  Parallel  between  the  four  laft  years  of  Queen  Anne 
and  the  four  firfb  of  George  III.  is. 

1 18  1  he  Precipice,  a  fatirical  print,  is. 

In  1765. 

119  The  Principles  of  the  Changes  in  1765,  impartially  ex¬ 
amined  ;  containing  the  reafons  of  fome  great  men  for  refufing, 
and  others  accepting  the  offers  of  the  court  at  that  time* 
4th  edition,  is.  6d. 

120  J'he  State  of  the  Nation,  with  regard  to  its  income, 
expenditure,  and  unfunded  debt,  5th  edit.  is. 

1 21  Thoughts  on  the  Difmiliion  of  Officers  for  their  ConduCt 
in  Parliament,  is. 

122  A  collection  of  remarkable  paffages  from  the  Briton, 
North  Briton,  Auditor,  is. 

In  1764. 

123  A  Letter  from  Albemarle-ftreet,  to  the  Cocoa- tree,  2s. 

124  The  Budget,  eleventh  edition,  is. 

125  Account  of  the  late  Mr.  Legge  ;  with  the  letters  which 
palled  between  him  and  Mr.  Martin,  relative  to  the  Hampilme 
dedtion,  and  his  difmiffion,  is. 

126  t\  Defence  of  the  Minority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
on  the  queffion  relative  to  general  warrants,  is. 

127  Reply  to  the  Defence  of  the  Majority,  on  the  fame 
queffion,  is. 

128  The  Right  of  Appeal  to  Juries  in  caufes  of  Excife, 
affertei,  is. 


(  J5  ) 

129  Counter  Addrefs  to  the  Public  on  the  difmifiion  of  Gen. 
Conway,  is. 

130  Fragments  and  Anecdotes,  is. 

1 31  There  are  a  few  copies  left  of  the  4th  vol.  of  the  fmall 
edition  of  the  collection  of  letters  from  the  public  papers  (dur¬ 
ing  the  years  1762,  1763,  1764,  and  part  of  1765)  a  duodecimo 
volume,  which  the  purchafers  of  the  other  3  vols.  in  that  lize, 
may  have  to  compleat  their  fets,  2s.  6d.  bound. 


A  Lift  of  Books  and  Pamphlets  publifted  in  England  and  Ame¬ 
rica ,  on  the  fubjeSls  of  Eaxing  the  Britijh  Colonics ,  and  Regu¬ 
lating  their  Evade, 


132  Obfervations  on  feveral  a£ts  of  parliament  paffed  in  the 
4th,  6th,  and  7th  years  of  the  prefent  reign,  by  the  merchants 
e>f  Bofton,  is. 

133  A  fhort  Narrative  of  the  horrid  Maflacrc  in  Bofton, 
perpetrated  in  the  evening  of  the  fifth  of  March,  1770,  with  a 
copper  plate  print,  reprefenting  the  foldiers  firing  upon  the 
people  in  the  ftreets  of  Bofton,  2s. 

134  Letters  to  the  Earl  of  Hillfborough  from  Governor  Ber¬ 
nard,  General  Gage,  and  his  Majefty’s  council  of  Maflachufett’s- 
Bay,with  an  appendix,  containing  divers  proceedings  referred  to 
in  the  faid  letters,  3s. 

135  Letters  to  the  Miniftry,  from  Governor  Bernard,  General 
Gage,  and  Commodore  Hood  :  with  memorials  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Treafury  from  the  Commiftioners  of  the  Cuftoms  at  Bofton  ; 
and  all  the  papers  referred  to,  annexed.  Price  2s.  6d. 

The  two  preceding  articles  form  a  complete  view  of  the 
Bofton  corrcfpondence  with  the  Miniftry,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1768,  to  the  end  of  July,  1769,  when  Governor  Ber¬ 
nard  came  away. 

136  An  Appeal  to  the  World  ;  or  a  Vindication  of  the 
Town  of  Bofton,  from  many  falfe  and  fcandalous  afperfions  ; 
contained  in  certain  letters  and  memorials,  written  by  Governor 
Bernard,  General  Gage,  Commodore  Hood,  the  Commiftioners 
\f  the  Cuftoms,  and  others  ;  and  by  them  refpedtively  tranf- 

Tted  to  the  miniftry.  Printed  by  order  of  the  Town  of  Bof- 
iton.  Price  is. 

137  A  Defence  of  the  Colony  Charters,  by  Jcr.  Dummcr, 
is.  6d. 


•  138  The  Right  of  the  Colonies  afterted,  by  Mr.  Otis,  or 
Bofton,  2s. 


139  Confiderations  on  the  Propriety  of  taxing  the  Colonies, 
by  Mr.  Delany,  of  Maryland,  is.  6d. 

140  An  Enquiry  into  the  Rights  of  the  Britifti  Colonics,  by 
Richard  Bland,  Efq;  of  Virginia,  6d. 

141  A  Vindication  of  the  Britifh  Colonies,  by  James  Otis, 
-  Efq;  of  Bofton,  is. 


(  *6  )  ; 

142  The  True  Sentiments  of  America;  contained  in  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  letters  fent  from  the  Houfe  of  Reprcfentatives  of  the 
province  of  Maffachufetts  Ray,  to  feveral  perfons  of  high  rank 
in  this  kingdom  ;  together  with  certain  papers  relating  to  a  fup- 
pofed  libel  on  the  Governor  of  that  province  ;  and  a  diilerta- 
tion  on  the  canon  and  feudal  law,  2s.  6d. 

J43  Letters  from  a  Farmer  in  Penfylvania,  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Britifh  Colonies,  by  John  Dickenfon,  Efq;  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  2  s.  •; 

144  1  he  Condud  of  the  late  Adminidration  examined,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  late  American  Stamp-Ad  ;  containing  a  oreat  num¬ 
ber  of  original  papers,  extremely  interefting  to  the  public  ;  par¬ 
ticularly  the  letters  of  Mr.  Conway  to  the  Governors  in  Ame¬ 
rica;  theanfwers;  reprefentations  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the 
King,  &c.  &c.  A  new  edition,  3s, 

•  145  The  Regulations  re fpecling  the  Colonies  confidered,  by 

Mr.  Dickenfon,  of  Philadelphia,  is.  6d. 

146  An  Account  of  a  Conference  on  the  Subjed  of  Repre- 
fentation,  is. 

147  Late  Occurrences  in-  America,  and  Policy  of  Great- 
Britain  confidered,  is. 

148  The  Grievances  of  the  American  Colonies  examined,  is, 

149  Rights  of  Parliaments  vindicated,  is. 

150  An  Application  of  certain  political  Rules  to  the  pre- 
fent  State  of  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  and  America,  is.  6d. 

15 1  A  fliort  Hidory  of  the  Condud  of  the  Minidry,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  American  Stamp-Ad,  6d. 

152  Con  {Derations  on  behalf  of  the  Colonies,  is. 

153  Juflice  and  Necellity  of  taxing  the  Colonies,  is. 

154  The  Privileges  of  the  liland  of  Jamaica  vindicated.  Witli 

an  impartial  narrative  of  the  difpute  between  the  Houfe  of 
Reprcfentatives  and  a  late  Governor  of  that  Bland,  2s.  6d.  .  . 

15 5  "I 'wo  Papers  on  the  fubjed  of  taxing  the  Colonies. 
Written  in  1739,  by  Sir  W.*  Keith,  Mr.  Joihua  Gee,  &c.  6d. 

156  The  Examination  of  Dr.  Franklin,  before  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  on  the  Subjed  of  repealing  the  American  Stamp- 
Ad,  &c.  is. 

157  Authentic  Account  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Congrels 
held  at  New- York,  is. 

J.  Almon  has  always  a  choice  colledion  of  the  mod  va¬ 
luable  modern  books,  large  and  fmall  editions,  many  of  which 
are  in  elegant  bindings.  Likcwife  all  new  publications  as  foon 
as  they  appear;  and  a  colledion  of  the  mod  edeemed  plays. 
The  bed  of  all  kinds  of  Stationary,  fuch  as  the  thick  Dutch 
pod  paper,  gilt  and  plain  ;  bed  Dutch  wax,  good  pens,  bed 
ink,  &c.  cc c.  Noblemen  and  gentlemen  may  always  have  any 
quantity  on  the  fhorted  notice ;  and  any  book  that  happens  not 
to  be  in  the  diop,  will,  if  in  print,  always  be  got,  when  defires!. 
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